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VISION:

To Prevent and Cure Liver Disease

MISSION:

To advance the science and practice of 

hepatology, liver transplantation and 

hepatobiliary surgery, thereby promoting 

liver health and optimal care of patients 

with liver and biliary tract disease.
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“2012 was a 

signifi cant year 

for AAsLD—

from a record-

setting Annual 

meeting to 

increased efforts 

in the education 

of young 

investigators 

and clinicians.”
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Year in Review & new initiatives
J. Gregory Fitz, mD, 2013 AAsLD President

Guadalupe Garcia-tsao, mD, 2012 AAsLD President 
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2012 Year in Review
it is with great pleasure that we share with you the AAsLD 2012 
Annual Report. 2012 was a significant year for AASLD—from a 
record-setting Annual meeting to increased efforts in the education 
of young investigators and clinicians. we thank everyone who 
supported the AAsLD Liver Research Fund—without you we 
cannot continue the research, training, and educational programs 
that are vital to the future of hepatology and the improved health of 
our patients. 

thanks to your generosity, AAsLD was able to fund 19 research 
and career development awards for a total of $2.1 million, and 
24 abstract awards during the Liver meeting® 2012 for a total 
of $23,500, thus continuing the essential role of funding young 
investigators and their research as they embark on their careers in 
the field of hepatology. 

However, the number of trained hepatology providers cannot meet 
the demands of an increasing number of patients and the available 
therapies. in order to address this need, AAsLD established 
the emerging Liver scholar mentoring program with the goal of 
recruiting young professionals (medical students and residents) 
to a career in liver disease research and/or practice. 2012 was the 
first-year of this program, and 18 residents from around the country 
were matched with established and respected members of AAsLD 
in order to establish a long-term mentoring relationship.

Recognizing that the treatment of patients with liver disease goes 
beyond the realm of gastroenterology and hepatology, AAsLD has 
created online educational resources for clinicians. the AAsLD 
Curriculum and training (ACt) Program and the online journal, 
Clinical Liver Disease (CLD) were developed to address this 
need. The first modules of each program were dedicated to HCV 
treatment. AAsLD is offering both these programs free of charge 
both to members and non-members, in and out of the united 
states, because of our commitment educating practitioners and 
ultimately improving the care of patients with liver disease. AAsLD 
will continue to provide education for the hepatology community 
through online education and at the Liver meeting®.

the Liver meeting® 2012 had 9,563 attendees, representing 93 
countries, with 53% of attendees from north America. nearly 200 
speakers presented 2,081 abstracts, including 1798 posters, 252 
oral sessions; and 991 exhibitors, representing 75 organizations. 

2012 was quite a success for AAsLD—and we are looking forward 
to an even more successful 2013. 

sincerely,

Guadalupe Garcia-tsao, mD 
2012 AAsLD President

2013 Initiatives: Planning
Pick up the most recent copy of Hepatology or Liver 
transplantation. inside, you will see the evidence of an 
organization on the move. In addition to the best scientific 
articles, the heart of it all, there are opportunities across a broad 
spectrum of interests and approaches. we have come a long 
way from the days of “one meeting, one journal”. single topic 
Conferences, international collaborations, Liver Learning and the 
web-based Clinical Liver Disease journal are all key components 
of the organization. our practice guidelines address the most 
important clinical issues before us and are widely used outside 
of the organization. in addition, with the recent ACt programs, 
there are serious efforts to broaden the educational mission of 
the AAsLD to help non-hepatologists develop the skills required 
for managing patients with liver diseases. 

these diverse but complementary activities make sense. 
After all, the vision of the organization is to prevent and cure 
liver disease. However, the scope of these efforts continues 
to increase, and there are significant demands on both the 
financial resources of the organization and the volunteer 
time available to our members. these considerations raise 
fundamental questions about whether the current organization 
is in the best position to continue to lead the world in pursuing 
this vision over the next decade.

to that end, we have initiated a strategic planning process 
to help us to prioritize our activities for this year …and for 
this decade. the questions are fundamental, and will require 
the full engagement of all of us. How many members do 
we want and need? How do we best embrace the obvious 
international implications of the global burden of disease? 
what are our responsibilities for training those outside of our 
current membership including primary care, public policy 
and even politicians? even more importantly, what are our 
responsibilities in patient advocacy? we have long been 
focused on professional education and research, but the world 
is changing.

our sincere hope is that the answers to these questions can 
help us to make better use of the resources of the AAsLD. 
Among these, the time and energy of our members is the most 
important. we look forward to what the future holds!

sincerely, 

J. Gregory Fitz, mD 
2013 AAsLD President 
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“…AAsLD offers 

aspiring young 

investigators 

the support they 

need to begin a 

career resolving 

unanswered 

questions.”

mina Rakoski, mD
2011 Advanced/transplant Hepatology Fellowship

a w a r D  r e c I P I e N t S
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A Lucky Twist of

Fate
Dr. rakoski is currently 
a Clinical Lecturer 
in Hepatology at the 
university of michigan 
Health system.

After receiving her Bachelor of 

science Degree in nutritional 

sciences from Cornell university, 

Dr. mina Rakoski planned to study gastro-

enterology with a focus on iBD. However, 

upon entering medical school, she was 

assigned to a hepatology elective where 

she experienced her first liver transplant 

selection committee meeting. she became 

engaged with the field because individuals 

from various disciplines were involved in the 

treatment of these patients. 

she was a 2011 AAsLD Advanced/

transplant Hepatology Fellowship recipient. 

As she states, “the award helped expand 

my clinical expertise, but also supported 

me while i continued data collection, 

analysis, and publication of my research.” 

Her research focus is on liver disease in the 

elderly, and how supportive interventions by 

health care professionals can affect patient 

outcomes. Dr. Rakoski’s research may 

one day identify preventable factors that 

contribute to frequent hospital readmissions 

and poor quality of life for elderly patients 

with liver disease.

“AAsLD awards, grants, and fellowships 

allow the field of hepatology to continue 

to grow by training the clinicians and 

scientists that find the answers that change 

medicine,” she says.“…AAsLD offers 

aspiring young investigators the support 

they need to begin a career resolving 

unanswered questions.”

Rakoski believes that AAsLD plays a vital 

role by providing clinicians, scientists, and 

patients a unifying organization that promotes 

the prevention and cure of liver disease. 

“in the current era, funding is sparse which 

often discourages young investigators from 

pursuing careers in research. this results 

in lost advances and knowledge that might 

have put us one step closer to preventing and 

finding cures for liver-related diseases.”

a
w

a
r

D
 r

e
c

I
P

I
e

N
t

S

Since its inception, 
AASLD has directed 
over $10 Million 
to support GI 
fellows seeking 
advanced training 
focused on patient 
care in Transplant 
Hepatology through 
the Advanced/
Transplant Hepatology 
Fellowship. Over 171 
fellows have been 
supported through 
this program.
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“AAsLD awards, 

grants, and 

fellowships provide 

research funding 

that is placed 

in the context of 

a clear clinical 

goal: improving 

outcomes for 

patients with liver 

disease.”

Dahlene Fusco, mD, PhD
2010 shelia sherlock Clinical & translational Research Award

a w a r D  r e c I P I e N t S
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Advancing the  
Understanding of 

HCV
Dr. Fusco is currently 
an Assistant in medicine 
at massachusetts 
General Hospital and 
an instructor at Harvard 
medical school.

Dr. Dahlene Fusco’s path to hepatology 

research started at a weekly Hepatitis 

Clinic at weill Cornell medical College. 

At the time, Dr. Fusco was an infectious disease 

fellow who had studied Hiv immunology, and 

innate immune responses to influenza. After 

seeing first-hand the devastating effects of 

end-stage liver disease due to viral hepatitis, 

Dr. Fusco turned her efforts towards advancing 

the understanding of Hepatitis C (HCv) disease 

development and identifying new drug targets 

for HCv therapy. 

the 2010 sheila sherlock Clinical and trans-

lational Research Award in Liver Diseases 

allowed Dr. Fusco to join the laboratory of Dr. 

Raymond Chung at massachusetts General 

Hospital, where she studied how human liver 

cells, or hepatocytes, used interferon (iFn) to 

defend themselves against HCv infection. Dr. 

Fusco’s team screened the human genome 

for the genes required for iFn to effectively 

suppress HCv—interferon effector Genes. 

Their research identified 120 such Interferon 

effector Genes; and they are currently working 

to understand how these genes help iFn slow 

viruses such as HCv. this research could lead 

to a treatment that will directly stimulate these 

specific genes.

“AAsLD awards, grants, and fellowships 

provide research funding that is placed in 

the context of a clear clinical goal: improving 

outcomes for patients with liver disease. 

According to CDC statistics, 1 in 12 persons 

worldwide (or 500 million people) are living with 

chronic viral hepatitis. “the global burden of viral 

hepatitis, the impaired quality of life, work years 

lost, cost to society, and patient / family… could 

be improved significantly through a combination 

of more widespread prevention and increased 

access to treatment.”

Dr. Fusco believes that the rapidly-evolving 

nature of liver disease treatment requires a 

central body for the collection and exchange 

of the latest information, and that AAsLD 

serves as that resource.

“At a time when funding is tight everywhere, 

AAsLD is putting substantial effort into 

drawing early hepatologists toward meaningful 

research. As someone who has benefitted 

directly from this, i am extremely grateful to 

AAsLD and hope that i will be able to return this 

gift by producing ongoing meaningful research 

in the field of viral hepatitis.”
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In AASLD’s continued 
efforts to prevent 
and cure liver 
disease, the Clinical 
and Translational 
Research Awards 
program has provided 
over $4.5 million in 
support of young 
investigators pursuing 
new and innovative 
liver-related research.
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the AAsLD Research and Career Development 
Awards Program is designed to: 

• Provide additional training for those caring for 

patients with liver disease

• Fund new and innovative liver-related research

• Encourage young investigators new to the field

• improve access to trained hepatology providers for 

patients with liver disease

the AAsLD awards program has a proven track record 
of success. since 2000, AAsLD has funded more than 
727 awards for a total of about $30.5 million. this level 
of support is made possible from donations to the 
AAsLD Liver Research Fund.

AASLD/ALF Liver Scholar Awards
A three-year basic science award of $225,000 

($75,000/year) that:

• encourages young investigators to pursue a career 

in liver-related research;

• Bridges the gap between completion of research 

training and attaining status as an independent 

research scientist;

• enhances the capability to compete for research 

grants from national sources, particularly the national 

institutes of Health (niH)

2012 ReCIPIenTS

Jun Hee Lee, PhD, ms
university of michigan 
Ann Arbor, mi

MenToR: Bishr omary, PhD, mD
ReSeARCh PRojeCT: Protective Role of Sestrins 
Against Metabolic Pathologies in Liver

John mengshol, mD, PhD
university of Colorado school of medicine 
Denver, Co

MenToR: Hugo Rosen, mD
ReSeARCh PRojeCT: Hepatitis C Virus Stimulation of 
Immune Regulatory Galectin-9 Production by Kupffer Cells

soona shin, PhD, ms
university of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, PA

MenToR: Klaus H. Kaestner, PhD
ReSeARCh PRojeCT: The Role of Keap1/Nrf2 in 
Modulating Redox Status of Hepatic Progenitor Cells

Jason wertheim, mD, PhD
northwestern university 
Chicago, iL

MenToR: michael Abecasiss, mD
ReSeARCh PRojeCT: Liver Tissue Engineering: Novel 
Methods for Organ Design and Animal Model Development

AASLD gratefully acknowledges funding for the 2012 Liver 
Scholar Awards from Genentech, Gilead Sciences, and Merck, 
and donors to the New Challenges-New Solutions campaign 
and The AASLD Liver Research Fund.

AASLD Sheila Sherlock Clinical 
and Translational Research 
Award in Liver Diseases
A two-year clinical and/or translational research award 
of $150,000 ($75,000/year) that fosters career devel-
opment in a liver-related area and is presented to an 
individual that has shown commitment to excellence at 
an early stage in their research study.

this award is named in honor of Dame sheila sherlock 
for her pioneering research and dedication to young 
research fellows which helped elevate hepatology to 
the discipline it is today.

the current need for more adequately trained hepatology professionals is crucial in 
order for patients to receive effective and appropriate care. AAsLD is committed to 
supporting the research and career development that will lead to a cure for patients 
with liver disease. in 2012 AAsLD was able to fund over $2.1m in liver research.
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2012 RESEARCH AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT AWARDS
2012 ReCIPIenT

winston Dunn, mD
university of Kansas medical Center Research institute 
Kansas City, Ks

MenToR: steven weinman, mD
ReSeARCh PRojeCT: Donor rs738409 Affects Fibrosis 
Progression in Liver Transplant for Hepatitis C

oRAL (PI): Donor rs738409 Genotype Affects Fibrosis 
Progression in Liver Transplantation for Hepatitis C

AASLD gratefully acknowledges funding for the 2012 Sheila 
Sherlock Clinical and Translational Research Award from 
Genentech and donors to the New Challenges-New Solutions 
campaign and The AASLD Liver Research Fund.

AASLD Clinical and Translational 
Research Award in Liver Diseases
A two-year clinical and/or translational research award 
of $150,000 ($75,000/year) that fosters career devel-
opment in a liver-related area and is presented to an 
individual that has shown commitment to excellence at 
an early stage in their research study.

2012 ReCIPIenT

Yvonne Flores, PhD, mPH
university of California, school of Public Health 
Los Angeles, CA

MenToR: Hal Yee, mD
ReSeARCh PRojeCT: The Impact of Genetic and 
Environmental Risk Factors on Liver Disease 
Susceptibility in a Cohort of Mexican Adults

AASLD gratefully acknowledges funding for the 2012 Clinical 
and Translational Research Award from Merck and donors to 
the New Challenges-New Solutions campaign and The AASLD 
Liver Research Fund.

AASLD Career Development Award  
in Liver Transplantation 
In Memory of the University of Michigan  
Transplant Team

A two-year award of $90,000 ($45,000/year) designed to 
foster career development for an individual performing 
clinical and/or translational research in the field of liver 
transplantation and who has shown commitment to 
excellence in the field at an early stage in their career.

2012 ReCIPIenT

Laura wozniak, mD
uCLA Pediatric Liver transplant Program 
Los Angeles, CA

MenToR: sue mcDiarmid, mD
ReSeARCh PRojeCT: Identification of Immune Profiles 
of Tolerance in Pediatric Liver Transplantation

AASLD gratefully acknowledges funding for the 2012 Career 
Development Award in Liver Transplantation from Astellas USA 
Foundation and donors to the New Challenges-New Solutions 
campaign and The AASLD Liver Research Fund.

AASLD Advanced/Transplant 
hepatology Fellowship
Provides $60,000 in salary and benefit support for gas-
troenterology fellows pursuing an additional full-year of 
training focused on patient care in hepatology; including 
liver transplantation, and hepatology research.

2012 ReCIPIenTS

Andrew deLemos, mD
massachusetts General Hospital 
Boston, mA

MenToR: Raymond t. Chung, mD
PoSTeR (PI): Immunohistochemical Staining for Oxidized 
Phospholipids in Patients with NAFLD/NASH

Frank DiPaola, mD
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
Cincinnati, oH

MenToR: william Balistreri, mD

David s. Goldberg, mD, msCe
university of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, PA

MenToR: K. Rajender Reddy, mD
oRAL (PI): The Epidemiology of Consent for 
Deceased Organ Donation in the United States
oRAL (Co-AuThoR): Exception point applications for 
15 points for liver transplantation: An unintended 
consequence of the Share 15 policy
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Robert C. Huebert, mD
mayo Clinic in Rochester 
Rochester, mn

MenToR: vijay shah, mD

Amol Rangnekar, mD
Columbia university medical Center 
new York, nY

MenToR: Robert Brown, mD
oRAL (Co-AuThoR): 2-year survival is significantly lower 
in Spontaneous survivors with non-Acetaminophen 
Acute liver failure versus liver transplant recipients
PoSTeR (PI): Quality of life is significantly impaired in 
long-term survivors of Acute Liver Failure (ALF) and 
particularly in Acetaminophen Overdose Patients

monika A. sarkar, mD
university of California, san Francisco 
san Francisco, CA

MenToR: marion Peters, mD
PoSTeR (PI): Chronic Hepatitis B Management 
in a California Integrated Care Population

AASLD gratefully acknowledges funding for the 2012 
Advanced/Transplant Hepatology Fellowship Program from 
Gilead Sciences, Merck, and Salix Pharmaceuticals and 
donors to the New Challenges-New Solutions campaign and 
The AASLD Liver Research Fund.

* oral and poster refer to presentations conducted by the authors 
at the Liver meeting® 2012

AASLD nP/PA Clinical 
hepatology Fellowship
Provides $78,000 in salary and benefit support for 
certified and licensed physician assistants (PA) or nurse 
practitioners (nP) pursuing a full year of training focused 
on clinical care in hepatology and is designed to:

• increase the number of associate practitioners in 

clinical hepatology;

• Facilitate the transition (or shift in emphasis) into 

clinical hepatology for associate practitioners;

• increase access for liver disease patients to 

adequately trained clinicians.

2012 ReCIPIenTS

Jennifer Deuel, PA-C
Hahnemann university Hospital 
Philadelphia, PA

MenToR: David sass, mD

Jennifer Hatch, mPAs, PA-C, RD
university of utah 
salt Lake City, ut

MenToR: terry Box, mD

Calvin Lee, nP
new York methodist Hospital 
Brooklyn, nY

MenToR: smruti mohanty, mD

Kaitlyn musto, PA-C
mayo Clinic in Jacksonville 
Jacksonville, FL

MenToR: Denise Harnois, Do

nicole timmerman, nP, PA-C
university of michigan 
Ann Arbor, mi

MenToR: Anna suk-Fong Lok, mD

Chunxia spring wu, nP
Liver institute at methodist Dallas 
Dallas, tX

MenToR: Parvez mantry, mD
AASLD gratefully acknowledges funding for the 2012 NP/PA 
Clinical Hepatology Fellowship Program from Genentech, Salix 
Pharmaceuticals, Vertex Pharmaceuticals, and donors to the 
New Challenges-New Solutions campaign and The AASLD 
Liver Research Fund.

Drs. Guadalupe Garcia-Tsao and Steven Lidofsky with the 
2012 Advanced/Transplant Hepatology Fellowship Recipients
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2012 AASLD Abstract Awards

Fellow Research Award
A $1,000 award presented for the best abstract 
submitted to the Liver meeting® by a fellow.

Hayato nakagawa, mD, PhD
university of san Diego, California 
san Diego, CA
AbSTRACT: Loss of E-cadherin in the 
liver induces sclerosing cholangitis and 
promotes tumorigenesis in mice

AASLD acknowledges funding for the 2012 Fellow Research 
Award is made possible through a grant from the  
SunTrust Foundation.

Pediatric Research Award
A $1,000 award presented for the best abstract 
submitted to the Liver meeting® by a physician/
scientist with a primary appointment affiliation in a 
department of pediatrics.

emmanuel Gonzales, mD, PhD
Bicêtre Hospital at university of Paris-sud 
Paris, France
AbSTRACT: In vitro and in vivo effects of chaperone 
therapy with 4-phenylbutyrate on ABCB11 
missense mutations involved in progressive 
familial intrahepatic cholestasis type 2 (PFIC2)

AASLD acknowledges funding for the 2012 Pediatric  
Research Award is made possible through a grant from the 
SunTrust Foundation.

Resident Research Award
the purpose of this $1,000 award is to recognize high 
quality research undertaken by a resident in training. 
the recipient must be a primary contributor on the 
project and committed to a career in hepatology.

Carl scott swendsen, mD
Digestive Disease Research Center, scott & white 
Hospital, texas A&m HsC College of medicine 
temple, tX
AbSTRACT: microRNA mediated interaction of 
TGF-6 and BMP1 signaling pathway in hepatic 
stellate cells during alcoholic liver injury

Student Research Award
A $1,000 award presented for research conducted by 
a graduate or undergraduate student.

Davide Povero, ms
university of California, san Diego 
san Diego, CA
AbSTRACT: Hepatocytes release microparticles during 
lipotoxicity that have potent pro-angiogenic effects in vitro 
and in vivo through Vanin-1-dependent internalization

AASLD acknowledges funding for the 2012 Student  
Research Award is made possible through a grant from the 
SunTrust Foundation.

PSC Partners Seeking a Cure Award
A $3,000 award presented to the investigator presenting 
the most promising PsC research at the Liver meeting®.

Lina Lindström, mD
Karolinska institutet 
stockholm, sweden
AbSTRACT: A reduction in alkaline phosphatase 
levels is associated to improved prognosis in 
primary sclerosing cholangitis: A 14 year follow up 
of the Scandinavian ursodeoxycholic acid trial

AASLD acknowledges funding for the 2012 PSC Partners 
Seeking a Cure Award from PSC Partners.

Dr. Garcia-Tsao and the 2012 Young Investigator  
Travel Award Recipients
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Liver Transplant and/or hepatobiliary 
Surgery Fellow Award
these $1,000 travel awards enable liver 

transplant and/or hepatobiliary surgery fellows 

submitting abstracts for the Liver meeting® to 

receive travel support. 

YoungRok Choi, mD
seoul national university College of medicine 
seoul, south Korea
AbSTRACT: The Distribution of Fat in the Liver 
and Correlation between Estimated Fat 
Fraction Using MRI and Liver Biopsy

shunji nagai, mD
Henry Ford Hospital 
Detroit, mi
AbSTRACT: Peritransplant Lymphopenia is a 
Novel Prognostic Factor in Hepatocellular 
Carcinoma after Liver Transplantation

AASLD acknowledges funding for the 2012 Liver Transplant and/
or Hepatobiliary Surgery Fellow Awards is made possible through 
a grant from Ikaria.

Dr. edmund j. bini 
Memorial Travel Award
this $2,500 memorial travel award was 

established to honor Dr. edmund Bini’s 

outstanding career as a clinician and researcher. 

the award is presented to a fellow or junior 

investigator who submits the most outstanding 

abstract on clinical hepatitis C research for the 

Liver meeting®

Chen-Hua Liu, mD
national taiwan university Hospital 
taipei, taiwan
AbSTRACT: Peginterferon alfa-2a plus Low Dose 
Ribavirin versus Peginterferon alfa-2a Monotherapy 
for Dialysis Patients with Hepatitis C Virus 
Genotype 1 Infection: A Randomized Trial

AASLD gratefully acknowledges the donors to the AASLD Liver 
Research Fund whose gifts support funding for the 2012 Dr. 
Edmund J. Bini Travel Award.

Dr. harold o. Conn 
Memorial Travel Award
this $2,500 memorial travel award was 

established to honor Dr. Harold Conn’s career as 

a leader in the field of chronic liver disease and 

portal hypertension. the award is presented to 

a fellow or junior investigator who submits the 

most outstanding abstract on portal hypertension 

research for the Liver meeting® 

Radha K. Dhiman, mD, Dm, FAms, FACG
Postgraduate institute of medical education and Research 
(PGimeR) 
Chandigarh, india
AbSTRACT: Efficacy and safety of a probiotic preparation 
in the secondary prophylaxis of hepatic encephalopathy 
in cirrhotic patients: Interim results of a double 
blind, randomized, placebo controlled study

AASLD gratefully acknowledges the donors to the AASLD Liver 
Research Fund whose gifts support funding for the 2012 Dr. 
Harold O. Conn Travel Award.

Professor Margit hamosh  
Memorial Travel Award
this $2,500 memorial travel award was 

established to honor the memory of Dr. margit 

Hamosh’s life and legacy. the award is presented 

to a fellow or junior investigator who submits 

the most outstanding abstract on hepatocellular 

carcinoma research for the Liver meeting®. 

Hayato Hikita, mD, PhD
osaka university Graduate school of medicine 
osaka, Japan
AbSTRACT: Oxidative stresses play a major role in 
cancer development in apoptosis-prone liver.

AASLD gratefully acknowledges the donors to the AASLD 
Liver Research Fund whose gifts support funding for the 2012 
Professor Margit Hamosh Travel Award.
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Young Investigator Travel Awards
these $500 travel awards are presented to young 
investigators submitting the best abstracts for the 
Liver meeting®.

Johnny Amer, PhD
Hadassah-Hebrew university Hospital 
Jerusalem, israel
AbSTRACT: Vitamin D levels in Nonalcoholic Fatty Liver 
Disease associate with Insulin resistance and Liver 
progression via a Novel NLG4 dependent  
NK recognition

Jennifer A. Flemming, mD, FRCP(C)
university of California, san Francisco 
san Francisco, CA
AbSTRACT: Candidates for Surveillance for 
Hepatocellular Carcinoma (HCC) Among Patients 
with Advanced Cirrhosis in the United States.

naveen Gara, mD
national institute of Health 
washington, DC
AbSTRACT: Durability of Antibody Response 
Following Hepatitis B Vaccination in Healthcare 
Workers Vaccinated as Adults.

mohamed Habib, msC
King’s thrombosis Centre 
London, united Kingdom
AbSTRACT: Evidence of rebalanced 
coagulation in acute liver disease.

wei Hu
university Hospital Aachen 
Aachen, Germany
AbSTRACT: Cyclin E1, but not Cyclin E2 is required for 
efficient liver regeneration in Cdk2-deficient mice

Arshi Khanam, msc
institute of Liver and Biliary sciences 
new Delhi, india
AbSTRACT: Enhanced Recruitment of Dendritic Cell 
(pDCs and mDCs) and T Cells by Granulocyte Colony 
Stimulating Factor (G-CSF) Therapy Helps Improved 
Survival in Acute-on-Chronic Liver Failure (ACLF) Patients

Craig Lammert, mD
mayo Clinic in Rochester 
Rochester, mn
AbSTRACT: Gene-Environment Interaction Identifies 
3 Novel Loci Significantly Associated with Smoking 
and Family History in Primary Biliary Cirrhosis

milos Lazic, PhD
university of California, san Diego 
san Diego, CA
AbSTRACT: Resistance to the Fas-induced Liver  
Hemorrhage and Lethality in Hepatocyte-
specific Bid-deficient mice

Yann malato, PhD
university of California, san Francisco 
san Francisco, CA
AbSTRACT: In vivo reprogramming of hepatocytes 
into precursors of cholangiocarcinomas

Francesca Romana Ponziani, mD
A. Gemelli Hospital 
Rome, italy
AbSTRACT: Epidemiology of portal and deep 
vein thrombosis in hospitalized cirrhotic 
patients: A single center experience

edgar n. tafaleng, Bs
university of Pittsburgh school of medicine 
Pittsburgh, PA
AbSTRACT: In vitro modeling of alpha-1-antitrypsin 
deficiency using induced pluripotent stem cell-derived 
hepatocytes from alpha-1-antitrypsin deficient patients

AASLD acknowledges funding for the 2012 Young Investigator 
Travel Awards is made possible through an independent grant 
from Merck.

Midlevel Professional Awards
these $500 awards are presented for the best abstracts 
submitted to the Liver meeting® by an associate.

m. Katherine Dokus, mPH
university of Rochester 
Rochester, nY
AbSTRACT: An evidence based post transplant 
HCC surveillance protocol to minimize 
costs and improve patient safety

Anna marie Hefner, msn
southern California Liver Centers 
san Diego, CA
AbSTRACT: Facilitating Lifestyle Changes to 
Manage Progressive Fatty Liver Disease
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AASLD Distinguished 
Achievement Award
the AAsLD Distinguished Achievement Award is given 
to an individual in honor of his or her sustained scien-
tifi c contributions to the fi eld of liver disease and the 
scientifi c foundations of hepatology. The award honors 
a sustained contribution rather than a single discovery 
or major achievement. the awardee need not be a 
member of AAsLD and may be a non-scientist but 
the contribution should be solidly in the area of liver 
disease, physiology, anatomy or pathology. 

Anna mae Diehl, mD
the Liver Center at Duke university
Durham, north Carolina

Dr. Anna mae Diehl received her 
medical degree from Georgetown 
university. she completed her 
internal medicine training, and 
fellowship in gastroenterology 
and hepatology at Johns Hopkins 
university. she was a faculty 
member at Johns Hopkins univer-

sity most of her professional career, being promoted to 
Professor of medicine in 1997.

in 2004, Dr. Diehl was recruited to Duke university to 
lead their gastroenterology and hepatology programs, 
and was awarded the Florence mcAlister endowed 
Professorship. Her research has defi ned pathways 
that regulate regeneration of injured livers, particularly 
advancing treatment of fatty liver diseases. she is 
predominantly interested in identifying immune-related 
mechanisms that regulate these processes in both 
alcohol-induced and nonalcoholic fatty liver disease.

Dr. Diehl has served AAsLD in a number of capaci-
ties including participation in the Basic Research 
Committee, Clinical Practice Committee, education 
Committee, niH Liaison committee, nominating 
committee, and on AAsLD’s Governing Board. she has 
authored more than 170 articles and book chapters, 
including several position papers on pathogenesis and 
treatment of fatty liver diseases.

Dr. Anna mae Diehl is Professor of medicine, Chief of 
Gastroenterology, and Director of the Liver Center at 
Duke university.

Distinguished Clinician 
educator/Mentor Award
the Distinguished Clinician educator/mentor Award 
is given in honor of the sustained service of clinician 
educators to AAsLD or the liver community in general. 
the award recognizes the skills of outstanding clini-
cians and educators who have made momentous 
contributions to hepatology over an extended period. 
the awardee need not be a member of AAsLD.

nathan m. Bass, mB, ChB, 
PhD, FACP 
university of California, san Francisco
san Francisco, California

Dr. nathan m. (tony) Bass is 
Professor emeritus in the Depart-
ment of medicine, Division of Gas-
troenterology at the university of 
California, san Francisco (uCsF). 
Dr. Bass graduated from the 
university of Cape town medical 
school mB, ChB (mD) in 1973, 

earning his PhD in 1978. He completed residencies 
in internal medicine and hepatology at Groote schuur 
Hospital, Cape town and the Royal Free Hospital, 
London, and in gastroenterology at uCsF. 

Dr. Bass served on the faculty at uCsF from 1983 to 
2011. the positions held during this period included 
medical Director of the Liver transplant service and 
Director of the transplant and Advanced Hepatology 
training Program at the university of California, san 
Francisco. He was also a Principle investigator on 
individual and consortium grants from the national 
institutes of Health.

Dr. Bass has mentored six AAsLD Advanced/trans-
plant Hepatology fellows as well as one Jan Albrecht 
Clinical and translational Research award recipient. 
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Dr. Bass has served on numerous AAsLD standing 
committees, including the training and workforce 
Committee. He has published over 240 peer-reviewed 
manuscripts, editorials, review articles and textbook 
chapters. His particular interests are in nonalco-
holic fatty liver disease, liver transplantation, hepatic 
encephalopathy, and portal hypertension.

AASLD Distinguished Service Award
the AAsLD Distinguished service Award is given to an 
individual in honor of his or her sustained service to 
AAsLD or the liver disease community in general. the 
award recognizes service provided to the community 
of hepatology researchers and clinicians over an 
extended period; service that is well above and beyond 
that provided by many members who serve on the 
Governing Board and Committees of AAsLD. the 
awardee need not be a member of AAsLD.

thomas D. Boyer, mD
university of Arizona
tucson, Arizona

thomas D. Boyer, mD, graduated 
from the university of southern 
California school of medicine in 
1969. He trained in hepatology 
with Dr. telfer Reynolds and Dr. 
Allan Redeker. in 2000 he joined 
the university of Arizona Health 
network in tucson as Director of 

the Liver Research institute and medical Director of the 
Liver transplant program.

Dr. Boyer’s clinical research interests focus on com-
plications of cirrhosis, and the investigation of the 
function and regulation of the glutathione s-trans-
ferases. He has published numerous articles, book 
chapters and editorials on these areas of investigation. 
Additionally he coauthored the AAsLD Practice Guide-
lines on tiPs (transjugular intrahepatic portosystemic 
shunt). He also is the editor of Zakim and Boyer’s 
Hepatology which is in its 6th edition.

Dr. Boyer served on the AAsLD governing board from 
1998–2003. it was during his tenure as president in 
2002 that the Annual meeting was relocated from 
Dallas to Boston. He served as chair on both the 
AAsLD training and education committee and niH 
Liaison Committee; and is currently the immediate 
past-president and a member of the executive 
Committee for the international Association for the 
study of the Liver (iAsL).

Dr. Boyer is currently professor and chair of medicine 
at university of Arizona. He continues to have an active 
clinical practice. successfully diagnosing and treating 
patients with a variety of hepatic disorders remains his 
most fulfi lling activity. Additionally he enjoys teaching 
medical students and residents about liver disease in 
the hope of inspiring an interest in hepatology as his 
mentors did for him.

Drs. Thomas Boyer, Nathan Bass, Anna Mae Diehl, and 
Guadalupe Garcia-Tsao
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the emerging Liver scholar program was designed to 
promote the study of hepatology among residents who 
have potential for a career in academic medicine and 
who might be interested in choosing adult or pediatric 
gastroenterology, hepatology, hepatopathology, 
surgery, or Gi radiology with an emphasis on hepatobi-
liary imaging as their career focus. 

veeral H. Ajmera, mD
Brigham and women’s Hospital 
MenToR: Chinweike ukomadu, mD, PhD 

Badr Al-Bawardy, mD
mayo Clinic in Rochester
MenToR: John B. Gross, mD

Faiza Bhatti, mBBs, mD
saint Louis university
MenToR: Brent A. tetri, mD

James F. Crismale, mD
mount sinai medical Center
MenToR: Andrea D. Branch, PhD

John n. Gaetano, mD
university of Chicago
MenToR: Donald m. Jensen, mD

michal Ganz, mD
university of massachusetts medical school
MenToR: Gyongyi szabo, mD, PhD

Christopher Holden Henry, mD
thomas Jefferson university Hospital
MenToR: simona Rossi, mD

Allison J. Kwong, mD
university of California san Francisco
MenToR: oren K. Fix, mD, msc

miguel A. Lalama, mD, mPH
mayo Clinic in Rochester
MenToR: w. Ray Kim, mD

michael v. mendoza, mD, ms 
emory university
MenToR: saul J. Karpen, mD, PhD

omobonike oloruntoba, mD
Duke university
MenToR: Andrew muir, mD

Cristhine Chogas Pastorini, mD
university of miami/Jackson memorial Hospital
MenToR: Cynthia Levy, mD

Anna L. Peters, mD, PhD, Bs
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital medical Center
MenToR: Rohit Kohli, mD

thomas Pham, mD
wexner medical Center 
the ohio state university
MenToR: Ginny L. Bumgardner, mD, PhD

Latifa sage silski, mD, BA
wexner medical Center 
the ohio state university
MenToR: Ginny L. Bumgardner, mD, PhD

Douglas A. simonetto, mD
mayo Clinic in Rochester
MenToR: vijay shah, mD

Justin B. taylor, mD, msc
northwestern memorial Hospital
MenToR: mary e. Rinella, mD

Andrew P. wright, mD
massachusetts General Hospital
MenToR: Kathleen e. Corey, mD, mPH

2012 AASLD emerging Liver Scholar 
Resident Travel Award Program
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TRAiN/EDUCATE
American board of Internal Medicine (AbIM)
AAsLD collaborated with ABim in 2012 to create a three-year competency-based pilot program in 

gastroenterology-transplant hepatology training. Candidates enrolled in the program will be granted 

an exception to existing ABIM training requirements that will allow them to sit for certification in both 

Gastroenterology and transplant Hepatology upon successful completion of the pilot. 

The Liver Meeting® 2012
the premier event in the science and practice of hepatology; where the cutting edge in the study 

and treatment of liver and biliary diseases is defined. The Liver Meeting® is designed specifically 

to educate hepatology professionals on the dynamic changes in their field and to connect leading 

scientists around the world.

more than 9,000 hepatologists and hepatology health 
professionals from around the world met to exchange 
groundbreaking basic and clinical research in liver 
disease, and present and interchange opinions on 
state-of-the-art care and management of the full 
spectrum of patients with liver disease. the exhibit 
hall was comprised of more than 991 exhibit staff 
representing 76 companies displaying products and 
services related to hepatology. 

the Liver meeting® 2012 attendance, scores, evalu-
ations and comments reflect a meeting that is main-
taining its credibility and increasing its popularity 
within the hepatology community. 2013 will see the 
Liver meeting® in Washington, DC for the first time. 

Postgraduate Course

the AAsLD Postgraduate Course highlights a 
significant issue of liver research facing physicians 
today; the 2012 course attracted more that  
2,700 registrants. 

ToPIC: Personalized Medicine and the Practice  
of Hepatology
CouRSe DIReCToRS:  J. Greogry Fitz, mD 

Andrew P. Feranchak, mD

this course introduced important advances in 
the genetic and molecular understanding of liver 
diseases into the clinical arena. the program 
emphasized new findings that relate directly to 

understanding the mechanisms of liver injury 
and approaches to clinical management. there 
has been substantial progress in the science of 
hepatology that relates directly to common liver 
diseases, including cholestasis, viral hepatitis, 
NASH and the progression of fibrosis toward 
cirrhosis. Further, these insights have helped 
to direct newer therapeutic approaches to the 
treatment of these disorders, as well as manage-
ment of the complications of cirrhosis. Based on 
these considerations, a series of expert lectures and 
case-related discussions were utilized to address 
both common and complex issues in hepatology, 
and to ascertain progress toward personalized 
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medical management based on risk. the educa-
tional emphasis was placed on the evolving insights 
into the pathogenesis of liver injuries, and how 
these insights influence prevention and manage-
ment now and in the future. 

Scientific and Educational Activities  
at The Liver Meeting®

As the leading organization focused solely on 
advancing the science and practice of hepatology, 
AASLD offers scientific educational activities that 
are developed by leading hepatologists. each 
activity features expert speakers presenting the 
finest data in the most current and critical topics of 
liver disease.

more than 2900 abstracts were submitted. 71% were 
accepted for oral and poster presentation with 239 
receiving recognition as a Poster of Distinction. thirty-
seven scientific sessions were conducted to present 
the most up-to-date research available in the field. 
the oral sessions were complemented by more than 
40 interactive posters sessions. only AAsLD activities 
meet the increasing demand of hepatology’s growing 
importance as a medical specialty by providing partici-
pants the opportunity to exchange research, discuss 
outcomes, and interact with colleagues focused on 
liver and biliary diseases.
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Invited Lectures at The Liver Meeting®

the offering of groundbreaking research by top 
scientists in their specific areas of hepatobiliary 
research continued to be a priority.  
the lectures featured:

Global Forum 

the global forum focused on the world-wide public 
health epidemic of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). 
the aim of this program was to develop a discus-
sion on this topic among the five major regions of the 
world, north America, europe, Asia, south America 
and Africa. the speakers represented each region 
and discussed important issues and/or barriers 
regarding screening, diagnosis and management 
of HCC as they pertain to each region. the discus-
sion addressed the most important public health 
problems regarding HCC in each of these regions.

Hepatitis Debrief

in the 18 months since the inception of the direct 
acting antiviral era, we have witnessed extraordi-
nary progress in the development of increasingly 
effective, tolerable, and finite combination regimens 
for management of chronic hepatitis C. this session 
reviewed new data presented at the Liver meeting® 
pertinent to combination treatments that add new 
direct antiviral agents to an interferon/ribavirin 
backbone, as well as all-oral, interferon sparing 
regimens. the session was designed to rapidly 
synthesize the new data so that they can be useful 
to the practitioner on a real-time basis. 

Hans popper Basic Science State-of-the-Art lecture

in his lecture titled Inflammatory Control in Health 
and Disease, Ruslan medzhitov, PhD, discussed 
the physiological role of inflammation in control 
of tissue homeostasis and adaptation to noxious 
states, such as stress, tissue damage and infection.

this annual lecture recognizes Dr. Popper, the 
founder of the American Association for the study of 
Liver Diseases (AAsLD), for his role in the establish-
ment of HEPATOLOGY and his promotion of the 
intellectual spirit of the Association.

leon Schiff State-of-the-Art lecture

Alcoholic Hepatitis delivered by Philippe mathurin, 
mD, PhD, discussed the recent advances in the 
pathogenesis of alcoholic hepatitis. 

this annual lecture recognizes Dr. schiff’s work to 
elevate the study and practice of hepatology to the 
discipline it is today. A restricted fund has been estab-
lished to support the lecture in perpetuity and AAsLD 
gratefully acknowledges the national Genetics institute 
for their generous support of this program.

thomas e. Starzl transplant Surgery 
State-of-the-Art lecture 

elizabeth A. Pomfret, mD, PhD, delivered her 
lecture on Controversies in Transplant for HCC that 
discussed the current treatment standards and 
clinical implications for a multidisciplinary approach 
to hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) treatment, and 
described the current allocation scheme for liver 
transplantation in patients with HCC. 

this annual lecture recognizes the pioneering work 
that Dr. starzl has done to elevate liver transplanta-
tion from an experimental procedure to one that 
saves thousands of lives annually. A restricted 
fund has been established to support the lecture in 
perpetuity and AAsLD gratefully acknowledges the 
donors to this fund, for their support.
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Hyman J. Zimmerman Hepatotoxicity  
State-of-the-Art lecture

neil Kaplowitz, mD delivered a lecture titled Mitochon-
dria and Drug-induced Liver Injury that provided an 
overview of the regulation of mitochondrial function 
and its role in the pathogenesis of hepatotoxicity.

the annual presentation of this lecture continues 
to recognize Dr. Zimmerman’s contributions to the 
field by providing valuable insights on liver toxicity 
and injury. A restricted fund has been established to 
support the lecture in perpetuity and AAsLD grate-
fully acknowledges eli Lilly and Company for their 
generous support of this program.

president’s Choice lecture

the President’s Choice lecture Hepatitis B: A 
Journey from 1982 to 2012, delivered by Anna s.F. 
Lok, mD, discussed the progress in prevention 

The Liver Meeting® 2012 (continued)

and management of hepatitis B from 1982 to 2012, 
including the success of vaccines and antiviral 
therapy and the yet unresolved issues from the 
perspective of the speaker who began her career in 
1982 and who devoted most of the last 3 decades 
to hepatitis B research. 

Special Interest Groups (SIGs)
special interest Groups were formed in november 2007. since their inception, groups have 

developed and progressed on separate agendas. in 2009 siGs evolved beyond their original goals 

of producing educational programs for the Liver meeting®. several groups have also ventured into 

research development. this will mean greater exchange and involvement for their members and future 

advancement in the field of hepatology. Six SIGs developed and presented programs at The Liver 

meeting®2012. these programs were harmonized with the abstract sessions and created poster tours 

in a virtual environment. in 2012 the Liver Cell Biology in Hepatic Disease siG launched. there are 

currently 2,258 siG members that participate in the following groups:

• Acute on Chronic Liver Failure
 � ChAIR: Jasmohan Bajaj, mD

• Cholestatic Liver Disorders
 � ChAIR: saul J. Karpen, mD, PhD

• Hepatitis B
 � ChAIR: Brian J. mcmahon, mD

• Hepatitis C
 � ChAIR: michael w. Fried, mD

• Hepatobiliary neoplasia
 � Chair: morris sherman, mD, PhD

• Hepatotoxicity
 � ChAIR: Robert J. Fontana, mD

• Liver Cell Biology in Hepatic Disease
 � ChAIR: mark A. mcniven, PhD

• Liver Fibrosis
 � ChAIR: natalie torok, mD

• Liver transplantation and surgery
 � ChAIR: David C. mulligan, mD

• Pediatric Liver Disorders
 � ChAIR: Regino Gonzalez-Peralta, mD

• Portal Hypertension
 � ChAIR: michael B. Fallon, mD

• steatosis and steatohepatitis
 � ChAIR:  naga P. Chalasani, mD
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Single Topic Conferences
in 2012, three single topic Conferences (stC) and one 
emerging trends Conference (etC) were conducted. 

1. Clinical stC: Acetaminophen Poisoning

2. Basic stC: mitochondria and Hepatotoxicity

3. Hepatitis stC: HCv Direct Antiviral Agents (DAA): 

Concepts, Development, and optimal use

4. etC: emerging trends in Liver imaging

Attendee evaluations suggested the meetings provided 
good value and would like to see AAsLD continue and 
possibly expand its stC offerings. most attendees felt 
the conferences were free of commercial bias (87%), 
and 79% of the respondents agreed the conferences 
built new research collaborations and gained new 
research ideas.

Digestive Disease Week
DDw is sponsored through the partnership of four 
leading medical societies focused on the digestive 
system: AAsLD, American Gastroenterological Asso-
ciation (AGA), American society for Gastroinestinal 
endoscopy (AsGe), and the society for surgery of the 

Alimentary tract (ssAt). As a sponsoring society with a 
strong presence and an excellent liver and biliary tract 
education program, AASLD’s successful liver-specifi c 
sessions include state-of-the-art presentations, clinical 
symposia, presidential plenaries, research fora, poster 
presentations, and a Research Highlights session 
devoted to Hepatology: the Year in Review.

AASLD Curriculum & 
Training: ACT-on-HCV
Launched at the Liver meeting® ACT on HCV includes 
fi ve modules which are interactive, case-based discus-
sions that participants can respond to and use to 
obtain guidance on real-life clinical scenarios. this 
program provides practical strategies for managing 
patients with HCv and is designed to increase the con-
fi dence and competence of healthcare professionals 
who are new to providing care for patients with HCv. 
the AAsLD Hepatology Associates Committee was 
charged with developing this curriculum to support 
the core education, understanding, and ability of this 
expanded group of healthcare professionals. 

LiverLearning®

AAsLD is expanding its online educational 

presence and has developed and launched a 

website to deliver future and existing content. 

LiverLearning has become “The Offi cial 

e-learning Portal of AAsLD”. this portal brings 

together all online educational materials in a 

streamlined and searchable format, confi gured 

to allow the user to access every type of content 

AAsLD has to offer.
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Collaboration
AASLD’s Strategic Plan devotes a goal to collaboration with other u.s. and international professional 

organizations to achieve mutual goals. this goal directs AAsLD to expand its impact on education, 

research, training and therapy of liver disease by collaborating with related societies and organizations. 

AAsLD actively seeks cooperative ventures with appropriate national, regional and international orga-

nizations in order to pursue projects of mutual interest. these interactions are meant to be mutually 

beneficial and increase our ability to fulfill our vision and mission of treating and curing liver disease. 

2012 collaborative efforts included: 

Alpha-1 Foundation
Research Grants

American board of Internal Medicine 
(AbIM)
Competency-based Curriculum

Transplant Hepatology Certification

Liaison Committee on Recertification

Hepatology Knowledge module

American College of Gastroenterology 
(ACG)
Practice Guidelines

training Directors workshop

American College of Physicians (ACP)
subspecialty Advisory Group on 
socioeconomic Affairs

Council of subspecialty societies

American College of Radiology
Participants in the emerging trends 
Conference on Liver imaging

American Gastroenterological 
Association (AGA)
Digestive Disease week

Academic skills workshop

training Directors workshop

American Liver Foundation (ALF)
support for Liver scholar  
Research Awards

Combined awards selection  
committee 2012

American Medical Association
Physicians Consortium for Practice 
improvement (PCPi)

American Society of Clinical oncology 
(ASCo)
Gi Cancers symposium, content 
advisor

American Society of Gastrointestinal 
endoscopy (ASGe)
Digestive Disease week

the Liver meeting®

American Subspecialty Professors 
(ASP)

Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
Co-sponsored the Hepatitis single topic 
Conference on Chronic Viral Hepatitis 
Strategies to Improve Effectiveness of 
Screening and Treatment

Co-sponsored the AAsLD/CDC Corner 
on Global Perspectives on Viral Hepatitis

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS)

Federation of American Societies for 
experimental biology
Co-sponsored the summer 
Research Conference on Liver 
Biology: Fundamental Mechanisms & 
Translational Applications

Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
Co-sponsored the Hepatotoxicity 
meeting Why DILI Idiosyncrasy? The 
Immune System and Beyond

International Liver Disease Associations
european Association for the study of 
the Liver

Asian-Pacific Association for the Study 
of the Liver

international Association of Physicians 
in AiDs Care

Latin-American Association for the 
study of the Liver

international Association for Hepatic 
encephalopathy and nitrogen 
metabolism

International Liver Transplantation 
Society (ILTS)
the Liver meeting®

Liver Transplantation Journal

national Institutes of health (nIh)
niDDK

NIAAA and NIDA (Scientific 
management Review Board)

nCi

niAiD—Co-sponsored the AAsLD/
niAiD niH Corner on Viral Hepatitis: 
Past Present and Future

north American Society for Pediatric 
Gastroenterology, hepatology and 
nutrition (nASPGhAn)
the Liver meeting®

Digestive Disease week

Society for Surgery of the Alimentary 
Tract (SSAT)
Digestive Disease week

united network for organ Sharing 

(unoS)
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journals

HEPATOLOGY

the premier publication in 
the fi eld of liver disease, 
HEPATOLOGY publishes 
original, peer reviewed 
articles concerning all 
aspects of liver structure, 
function, and disease. 
each month, the distin-
guished editorial Board 
monitors and selects 
only the best articles on 

subjects such as immunology, chronic 
hepatitis, viral hepatitis, cirrhosis, genetic and 
metabolic liver diseases and their complications, liver 
cancer, and drug metabolism.

 2012 eDIToR:   michael H. nathanson, mD

LIVER 
TRANSPLANTATION

Since the fi rst application 
of liver transplantation in 
a clinical situation was 
reported more than twenty 
years ago, there has been 
a great deal of growth 
in this fi eld and more is 
anticipated. As an offi cial 
publication of AAsLD and 

the iLts, Liver Transplantation 
delivers current, peer-reviewed articles on surgical 

techniques, clinical investigations and drug research—
the information necessary to keep abreast of this 
evolving specialty.

 2012 eDIToRS:   John R. Lake, mD; 
John P. Roberts, mD

CLINICAL LIVER 
DISEASE (CLD)

CLD is the latest online 
learning resource of 
AAsLD. Clinical in focus, 

CLD blends text, audio, video, webinars, and other inter-
active content into educational interventions launched 
every two months. these interventions are designed for 
any physician or healthcare provider caring for a patient 
with liver disease.

 2012 eDIToR:   michael R. Lucey, mD

Clinical Practice Guidelines
AAsLD develops clinical practice guidelines supported 
by a high level of scientifi c evidence to assist practitioner 
and patient decisions about appropriate health care for 
specifi c clinical circumstances. Where published infor-
mation is insuffi cient to make strongly evidence-based 
recommendations, the state of the art of current practice 
based on descriptive reports and expert opinions are 
published as position papers. AAsLD has published 16 
practice guidelines and two position papers which are 
updated regularly at www.aasld.org and rewritten and 
published in the society’s journals every fi ve years. 

in recent years, AAsLD has partnered with several 
societies to develop practice guidelines under the 
oversight of the Practice Guidelines Committee. Letters 
of Agreement defi ne the terms of collaboration which 
include representation on the writing group, review 
of each draft, and concurrent publication in each 
society’s journal. Related societies expressing interest in 
endorsing AAsLD guidelines are provided early drafts for 
review and approval.

PubLISheD 
• Diagnosis and management of non-alcoholic 

Fatty Liver Disease (in collaboration with the American 
College of Gastroenterology and the American 
Gastroenterological Association)

• Long-term management of the successful Adult Liver 
transplant (in collaboration with the American society 
of transplantation) 

APPRoVeD FoR PubLICATIon
• Long term medical management of the Pediatric Patient 

following Liver transplantation(in collaboration with the 
American society of transplantation and endorsement by 
the north American society for Pediatric Gastroenterology, 
Hepatology and nutrition)

• update of management of Adult Patients with Ascites due 
to Cirrhosis

In DeVeLoPMenT
• evaluation of the Adult Patient for Liver transplantation (in 

collaboration with the American society of transplantation)
• evaluation of the Pediatric Patient for Liver transplantation 

(in collaboration with the north American society for 
Pediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology and nutrition and 
the American society of transplantation)

• Diagnosis and management of Hepatic encephalopathy 
(in collaboration with the european Association for the 
study of the Liver) 

the iLts, 
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EffECT
the public policy agenda of the American Association for the study of Liver Diseases 
(AAsLD) continued to grow and evolve in 2012. As the role of the government has 
expanded with regard to medical practice and medical research, so have AAsLD’s 
interactions with the government and with other organizations. As you will read in the 
sections below, AASLD has been a significant and growing participant as key decisions 
are made at the white House, in Congress, and throughout government agencies.

since 2009, the provision of healthcare has been a key 
issue dominating much of the attention of Congress 
and the administration. similarly, policy and funding 
issues related to biomedical research have always 
been front and center. And, as we know, the impact 
of liver disease on the health of Americans has never 
been greater. Fortunately, the quality of treatments has 
been improving steadily, particularly with regard to viral 
hepatitis. AAsLD’s mission in this area is to ensure that 
public policies keep pace with scientific advancements 
and understanding.

the items highlighted below are just some of those on 
which we have worked and have had a significant impact.

Research
As always, advocating for increased funding for research 
is one of the main activities of AAsLD during Liver Capitol 
Hill Day, as well as throughout the year. Funding for the 
national institutes of Health (niH), the Department of 
veteran Affairs (DvA) and the Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality (AHRQ) research is critically 
important to AAsLD members—and to their patients.

In addition to funding issues, AASLD enjoyed a signifi-
cant victory in 2012 when our three and one half year 
campaign in opposition to a short-sighted proposal to 
restructure two key institutes of niH in a manner that 
would likely have significantly reduced alcohol-related 
liver disease research proved victorious. in December, 
the leadership of niH announced that, rather than essen-
tially merging the two institutes, it would instead assure 
better coordination in those areas of research where 
interests were similar while maintaining the integrity of the 
existing institutes. this led the effort to stop this plan.

on another front, AAsLD was a strong advocate for 
passage of the Recalcitrant Cancer Research Act, which 

will help to make additional funding available to research 
on those cancers that have a five year survival rate below 
fifty percent. Primary liver cancer currently has an eleven 
percent survival rate and we hope this legislation will lead 
to more breakthroughs in this area.

the goals associated with AAsLD’s public policy mission 
are too numerous to detail here. we continue to pursue 
all of our public policy priorities in a reasonable and 
measured way based on scientific evidence. 

Patient Care
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
in Atlanta is the home of the Division of viral Hepatitis. 
Funding for this important agency—the only element of 
CDC that currently addresses liver disease in any way—
has been consistently inadequate. AAsLD has worked 
with Congress and the administration and continues to 
seek additional funding to assure that CDC is able to 
bring its prevention and treatment messages about viral 
hepatitis to all fifty states.
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with the implementation of the Affordable Healthcare Act 
(ACA) moving ahead in 2012, AAsLD has increased its 
involvement substantially in the development of quality 
measures for physicians treating patients with liver 
disease. this complex process will have an important role 
in the future in assuring access to care for patients.

we have also continued to work closely with some of 
the leading officials at the Food and Drug Administration 
to assure that otherwise safe drugs are taken appro-
priately to reduce the incidence of liver toxicity among 
Americans from accidental overdoses. AAsLD continues 
its involvement with regard to FDA action to improve 
acetaminophen safety. we continue to seek reasonable 
actions from the FDA to reduce the unacceptable levels 
of accidental overdose in this country. 

Liver Capitol hill Day
in 2012, AAsLD sponsored its Fourth Annual Liver Capitol 
Hill Day (LCHD) on march 14, bringing together AAsLD 
member-physicians, some of their patients, and repre-
sentatives of six patient advocacy organizations in a day 
of meetings with senate and House members and staff, 
advocating for increased research funding and better 
patient care. the 60 advocates conducted more than 80 
meetings on Capitol Hill, working in teams that combined 
patients and physicians.

we fully expect that our program will be continued and 
expanded on march 13, 2013, when AAsLD members 
and our partners from patient advocacy organizations 
will return to Capitol Hill for the Fifth Annual LCHD. the 
Association has made a strong commitment to keeping 
liver disease on the radar as Congress faces tough 
budget decisions. A significant part of this mission to be 
to explain the long-term cost avoidance associated with 
diagnosing and treating all liver diseases—including viral 
hepatitis—at the earliest possible time. And the success 
of that effort depends on research.

Federal Agency Day

For the last five years, AASLD has undertaken a sig-
nificant effort to expand its involvement with a broader 
spectrum of government agencies. in 2012, more than 
a dozen members of the AAsLD leadership came to 
washington to conduct meetings throughout the greater 
washington DC area. 

one team of AAsLD leaders went to the niH and met with 
the leadership of four different institutes (niDDK, niAiD, 
nCi, niAAA), as well as with the Principal Deputy Director 
of the NIH. The other team of leaders met with officials 
from the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health; the 
Health Resources and services Administration (HRsA); 
and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). in 2013, we 
expect to build on this effort, possibly including additional 
or different agencies.

EffECT
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expenses 2011
 Annual meeting  ......................................................$  3,051,936
 Awards & Grants ....................................................$  2,080,464
 Communications ....................................................$  547,799
 meetings & education ............................................$  1,355,643
 Professional Relations ............................................$  206,080
 Publications ............................................................$  1,600,360
 Leadership, it & F&A .............................................$  1,375,362
 FR/Liver Research Fund .........................................$  205,113
 membership ............................................................$  794,913

27%

19%
5%12%

14%

12%
7%

2%

2%

fiNANCiALS

Assets Liabilities and net assets

CuRRenT ASSeTS 2011 2010

Cash and cash equivalents $ 7,424,778 $ 7,156,282

investments—Reserve and endowments 20,550,452 18,800,596

investments—Liver Research Fund 5,751,327 4,431,288

Contributions receivable, current portion 1,153,575 1,112,075

Accounts receivable 610,288 750,610

Prepaid expenses 95,913 67,769

total current assets 35,586,333 32,318,620

FIXeD ASSeTS

Office condominium 
Furniture and equipment

8,081,872 8,076,573

412,145 380,042

Less: Accumulated depreciation  
and amortization

8,494,017 8,456,615

(1,371,757) (1,107,816)

Net fixed assets 7,122,260 7,348,799

oTheR ASSeTS
Contributions receivable,  
net of current portion

652,640 1,197,015

Deferred financing cost,  
net of accumulated amortization

116,306 121,037

Deferred compensation investments 103,362 212,509

Deposits 89,673 104,580

total other assets 961,981 1,635,141

total assets $43,670,574 $41,302,560

CuRRenT LIAbILITIeS 2011 2010

Current portion of notes payable $ 163,346 $ 215,575

Current portion of bonds payable 100,000 100,000

Accounts payable and accrued expenses 1,658,960 591,916

Deferred revenue:

membership dues 718,058 751,805

meeting registrations and exhibits 37,705 1,470

Grants and awards payable 1,226,657 991,907

total current liabilities 3,904,726 2,652,673

LonG-TeRM LIAbILITIeS
notes payable, net of current portion 3,587,205 3,750,552

Bonds payable, net of current portion 3,400,000 3,500,000

interest rate swap obligation 2,461,185 1,441,641

Deferred compensation liability 103,362 212,509

total long term liabilities 9,551,752 8,904,702

total liabilities 13,456,478 11,557,375

neT ASSeTS
unrestricted

undesignated 16,084,209 18,492,510

Board designated 5,887,742 2,554,150

total unrestricted 21,971,951 21,046,660

temporarily restricted 4,180,295 4,636,675

Permanently restricted 4,061,850 4,061,850

total net assets 30,214,096 29,745,185

total liabilities and net assets $43,670,574 $41,302,560

Revenue 2011
 Annual meeting  ......................................................... $ 6,703,768
 Awards & Grants ....................................................... $ 1,834,231
 Communications, Professional  

 Relations, Fundraising, & other ................................ $ 141,246
 meetings & education ............................................... $ 716,515
 Publications ............................................................... $ 2,265,291
 Rental income ............................................................ $ 188,970
 membership ............................................................... $ 1,137,657

52%

14%

6%

17%

9%

1%

1%
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2011 2010

unrestricted temporarily 
Restricted

permanently 
Restricted total total

Revenue
Annual meeting $ 6,563,768 $ 140,000 $ - $ 6,703,768 $ 6,308,468

meetings and education 634,015 82,500 - 716,515 554,874

membership Dues 1,137,657 - - 1,137,657 1,091,299

Professional Relations 16,530 10,000 - 26,530 74,828

Publications, Hepatology and Liver transplantation Journals 2,265,291 - - 2,265,291 2,305,938

Research and Fellowship Awards 218,481 1,615,750 - 1,834,231 1,121,875

Rental income 188,970 - - 188,970 258,379

in kind contribution 6,900 - - 6,900 1,000

Communications 50,000 - - 50,000 -

Fundraising Campaign/Liver Research 56,916 - - 56,916 148,897

other 900 - - 900 -

net assets released from donor restrictions 1,909,705 (1,909,705) - - -

total revenue 13,049,133 (61,455) - 12,987,678 11,865,558

expenses
Program Services:

Annual meeting 3,051,936 - - 3,051,936 2,620,925

Professional Relations 206,080 - - 206,080 329,239

Publication Journals 1,600,360 - - 1,600,360 1,274,533

Communications 547,799 - - 547,799 633,064

Research and Fellowship Awards 2,080,464 - - 2,080,464 1,718,690

meetings and education 1,355,643 - - 1,355,643 1,223,505

total program services 8,842,282 - - 8,842,282 7,799,956

Supporting Services:

Governance, executive and Administration 1,375,362 - - 1,375,362 1,402,302

membership Development and website 794,913 - - 794,913 716,632

Fundraising 205,113 - - 205,113 214,916

total supporting services 2,375,388 - - 2,375,388 2,333,850

total expenses 11,217,670 - - 11,217,670 10,133,806

Change in net assets before other items 1,831,463 (61,455) - 1,770,008 1,731,752

other Items
investment (loss) income (215,220) (66,333) - (281,553) 2,698,783

unrealized loss on interest rate swap obligation (1,019,544) - - (1,019,544) (171,770)

transfer of assets 328,592 (328,592) - - -

Change in net assets 925,291 (456,380) - 468,911 4,258,765

net assets at beginning of year 21,046,660 4,636,675 4,061,850 29,745,185 25,486,4200)

Net assets at end of year $21,971,951 $4,180,295 $4,061,850 $30,214,096 $29,745,185

fiNANCiALS
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Karen Luken, ms, ARnP
Di ma
willis C. maddrey, mD
Jacqueline J. maher, mD
Hala R. makhlouf, mD, PhD
Jorge marrero, mD
Dr. Andrew L. mason
Deanna martin, PA-C
Alvaro F. martinez-Camacho, 
mD
Koichi matsuzaki, mD, PhD
Dr. Craig & marion mcClain
Dr. Arthur & mary mcCullough
John G. mcHutchison, mD
Brian J. mcmahon, mD
esteban mezey, mD
Alexander miethke, mD
Kenichiro mikami, mD
Dr. & mrs. Charles miller
timothy R. morgan, mD
Cynthia A. moylan, mD, ms
John R. muha ii
Andrew J. muir, mD
John F. mullane, mD
Dr. Robert & elaine ockner
Joseph odin, mD, PhD
murad ookhtens, PhD
J. Donald ostrow, mD
Drs. victor & valerie ostrower
melissa Palmer, mD
Robert P. Perrillo, mD
Drs. Paul & Ann Pockros
Carol Jean Potter, mD
nikolaos Pyrsopoulos, PhD, 
mD, mBA
Dr. & mrs. Jorge Rakela
K. Rajender Reddy, mD
Donald C. Rockey, mD
vinod K. Rustgi, mD
Arun J. sanyal, mD
steven schenker, mD
eugene R. schiff, mD
Kathleen B. schwarz, mD
John R. senior, mD
vijay shah, mD
obaid s. shaikh, mD
David A. shapiro, mD
margaret C. shuhart, mD, ms
maria H. sjogren, mD, mPH
Coleman i. smith, mD
Consuelo soldevila-Pico, mD
michael F. sorrell, mD
mario strazzabosco, mD, PhD
Grace L. su, mD
Frederick J. suchy, mD
the susan v. Bershad 
Charitable Fund
Gyongyi szabo, mD, PhD
Jayant A. talwalkar, mD, mPH

Anthony s. tavill, mD
Dwain thiele, mD
natalie torok, mD
naoky tsai, mD
Hugo e. vargas, mD
Rajiv R. varma, mD
Drs. John & Donna vierling
Laurence viguie
Li wang, PhD
Rebecca wells, mD  
& John tobias
teresa L. wright, mD
Hal F. Yee, mD, PhD

In honoR oF  
ShIRLeY bRoWn
Katie & tyler Brogna

In MeMoRY oF  
MIChAeL R. CASeY, SR. 
Kenneth Beaton
the Casey Family
Dwyer & Collora, LLP
michael & Carolyn Connolly
thomas & LuAnn Gabel
Florence Gullion
Carol Kempton
Rob tierney &  
Karen Richardson
the turkovich Family

In MeMoRY oF  
FAYe CRAIG
Rubin Raymond

In MeMoRY oF  
PATRICIA hoPkInS
thomas Hopkins

In MeMoRY oF  
DR. WILLIAM jACk
Clair Allyn
Anonymous
Bonhomme Presbyterian 
Church, Circle 7
Doug & Jean Coffman
Jeff & seda Follis
Jim & susan Hawthorne
martin Jernigan
Bill & Carol mattson
James & Anne mcLaren
william moskoff
mike & mary Beth neukomm
Prolog ventures team
Robert Ramsey
michael schuler
vincent skroska & Family
stephen L. wells
william & melinda wilp
elizabeth Yount

In MeMoRY oF  
RobeRT jeSuLAITIS
thomas Jesulaitis

In MeMoRY oF  
QuenTIn joneS
Rubin Raymond

In MeMoRY oF  
Lou & CARoL konICek
nancy Harrington

In MeMoRY oF  
DR. eRIC LeMMeR
Charissa Chang, mD

Joseph odin, mD, PhD

CoRPoRATe DonoRS
Campaign
Founder’s Circle 
schering-Plough

Pioneer’s Circle 
Roche
vertex

Visionary’s Circle 
Bayer HealthCare 
Pharmaceuticals
onyx Pharmaceuticals
Liver institute and Foundation 
for education and Research 
(LiFeR)

Innovator’s Circle 
Astellas transplant
Axcan Pharma
Gilead
GlaxosmithKline
salix Pharmaceuticals

Benefactors Circle 
Bristol-myers squibb Company
Avectra
Cavarocchi, Ruscio, Dennis & 
Assoc. LLC
CCs Fund Raising
CLi Graphics
DelCor technology solutions
Digital Acumen
DsK solutions
emory Conference  
Center Hotel
Fusion Productions
John wiley & sons
next Year’s news
PsAv Presentation services
sciClone Pharmaceuticals, inc.
stoladi Property Group, inc.
suntrust Bank
Yanni Partners

AS oF DeCeMbeR 31, 2009
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New Challenges—New Solutions Campaign



2013 AASLD 
GoVeRnInG boARD

President
j. Gregory Fitz, MD
university of texas 
southwestern 
Dallas, tX

President-elect
Adrian M. Di bisceglie,  
MD, FACP
saint Louis university 
st. Louis, mo

Past- President
Guadalupe Garcia-Tsao, MD
Yale university 
new Haven, Ct

Secretary
Gary L. Davis, MD
Baylor university  
medical Center 
Dallas, tX

Treasurer
Donald M. jensen, MD
university of Chicago 
Chicago, iL

Councilors
Gyongyi Szabo MD, PhD
university of  
massachusetts 
worcester, mA

keith D. Lindor, MD
Arizona state university 
Phoenix, AZ

Anna Suk-Fong Lok, MD
university of michigan  
Ann Arbor, mi

Councilors-at-Large
norah Terrault MD, MPh
university of California, san 
Francisco 
san Francisco, CA

Raymond T. Chung, MD
massachusetts General 
Hospital 
Boston, mA

Susan orloff, MD
oregon Health and science 
university 
Portland, oR

2012 AASLD 
GoVeRnInG boARD

President
Guadalupe Garcia-Tsao, MD
Yale university 
new Haven, Ct

President-elect
j. Gregory Fitz, MD
university of texas 
southwestern 
Dallas, tX

Past- President
T. jake Liang, MD
Bethesda, mD

Secretary
jorge A. bezerra, MD
Children’s Hospital medical 
Center 
Cincinnati, oH

Treasurer
Donald M. jensen, MD
university of Chicago  
Chicago, iL

Councilors
Adrian M. Di bisceglie  
MD, FACP 
saint Louis university 
st. Louis, mo

Gyongyi Szabo MD, PhD
university of massachusetts 
worcester, mA

keith D. Lindor, MD
Arizona state university 
Phoenix, AZ

Councilors-at-Large
Ginny L. bumgardner,  
MD, PhD
ohio state university 
Columbus, oH

norah Terrault MD, MPh
university of California, san 
Francisco 
san Francisco, CA

Raymond T. Chung, MD
massachusetts General 
Hospital 
Boston, mA

2012 AASLD 
CoMMITTee ChAIRS

Annual Meeting 
education Committee
2012–2014 CHAiR
Rebecca G. Wells, MD

basic Research 
Committee
2010–2012 CHAiR
Lopa Mishra, MD

Clinical Research 
Committee
2012–2014 CHAiR
Marc G. Ghany, MD

Development Committee
2012–2014 CHAiR
W. Ray kim, MD

education oversight 
Committee
2010–2012 CHAiR
jorge A. bezerra, MD

ethics Committee
2011–2013 CHAiR
Adrian Reuben, MbbS

Federal Agencies Liaison 
Committee
2011–2013 CHAiR
Laurie D. DeLeve, MD, PhD

Finance Committee
2012–2014 CHAiR
Lynt b. johnson, MD, MbA

hepatology Associates 
Committee 
2011–2013 CHAiR
joy A. Peter, Rn, bSn

AASLD/ALF joint 
Research Awards Review 
Committee
2011–2013 CHAiR
Linda Greenbaum, MD

2012–2014 Co-CHAiR
Steven Lidofsky, MD

journals Publications 
Committee
2010–2012 CHAiR
Theo heller, MD

Membership and 
Mentoring Committee
2012–2014 CHAiR
Steven k. herrine, MD

nominating Committee
2012–2012 CHAiR
T. jake Liang, MD

Practice Guidelines 
Committee
2009–2013 CHAiR
jayant A. Talwalkar, MD, MPh

Program evaluation 
Committee
2010–2012 CHAiR
Mary e. Rinella, MD

Public and Clinical Policy 
Committee
2012–2014 CHAiR
nancy Reau, MD

Scientific Program 
Committee
2012–2012 CHAiR
Guadalupe Garcia-Tsao, MD

2010–2012 Co-CHAiR
jorge A. bezerra, MD

Surgery and Liver 
Transplantation 
Committee
2010–2012 CHAiR
David j. Reich, MD, FACS

Training and Workforce 
Committee
2011–2013 CHAiR
bruce A. Luxon, MD, PhD
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GOVERNANCE



1950 
Leon schiff, mD

1951
Frederick w. Hoffbauer, mD

1952
Paul Gyorgy, mD

1953
Jesse L. Bollman, PhD

1954
Franklin Hanger, mD

1955
Robert m. Kark, mD

1956
wade volwiler, mD

1957
Gerald Klatskin, mD

1958
thomas C. Chalmers, mD

1959
Richard B. Capps, mD

1960
George J. Gabuzda, mD

1961
stanley Hartroft, mD

1962
Hugh R. Butt, mD, ms

1963
Hans Popper, mD

1964
telfer B. Reynolds, mD

1965
Rudi schmid, mD, PhD

1966
Robert e. shank, mD

1967
Kurt J. isselbacher, mD

1968
Carroll m. Leevy, mD

1969
Archie H. Baggenstoss, mD

1970
Richard C. Britton, mD

1971
Allan G. Redeker, mD

1972
Burton Combes, mD

1973
Harold o. Conn, mD

1974
John R. senior, mD

1975
william H.J. summerskill, mD

1976
irwin m. Arias, mD

1977
Fenton schaffner, mD

1978
Robert Zeppa, mD

1979
Harold J. Fallon, mD

1980
James L. Boyer, mD

1981
steven schenker, mD

1982
willis C. maddrey, mD

1983
e. Lee Forker, mD

1984
Robert K. ockner, mD

1985
Alan F. Hofmann, mD

1986
marcus A. Rothschild, mD

1987
J. Donald ostrow, mD

1988
David H. van thiel, mD

1989
Paul D. Berk, mD

1990
Roger Lester, mD

1991
michael F. sorrell, mD

1992
Jay H. Hoofnagle, mD

1993
esteban mezey, mD

1994
John L. Gollan, mD, PhD

1995
D. montgomery Bissell, mD

1996
Anthony s. tavill, mD

1997
nicholas F. La Russo, mD

1998
neil Kaplowitz, mD

1999
Joseph R. Bloomer, mD

2000
william F. Balistreri, mD

2001
eugene R. schiff, mD

2002
thomas D. Boyer, mD

2003
Frederick J. suchy, mD

2004
Bruce R. Bacon, mD

2005
teresa L. wright, mD

2006
John m. vierling, mD, FACP

2007
Gregory J. Gores, mD

2008
Arthur J. mcCullough, mD

2009
scott L. Friedman, mD

2010
Arun J. sanyal, mD

2011
t. Jake Liang, mD

2012
Guadalupe Garcia-tsao, mD

AASLD Staff
executive Division
sherrie Cathcart, CAe 
executive Director 

Heidi Bruce, mBA 
Director, Development 

Audrey Davis-owino 
Director, Governance and 
Practice Guidelines 

Kristin Hutcherson 
Coordinator, Governance 

Julia merrill
Coordinator, Development 

Administration  
and Finance
nellie sarkissian 
Chief Operations Officer 

mark islam 
Controller

Catherine Celestino 
staff Accountant 

Aaron Batla
Junior Accountant

Communications and 
Public Policy
Gregory Bologna, CAe 
Chief Communications Officer

Yvonne Kassimatis 
Director, marketing 

Ann Haran 
senior manager,  
Publications 

Karey martinez 
manager, Publications 

megan webster 
Coordinator, marketing

Karina Bustillo 
editorial Assistant,  
Publications 

tazeen shirazi 
editorial Assistant, 
Publications 

education and Meetings
Julie Deal 
Deputy executive Director 

Janeil Klett 
Director, education 

melissa Parrish, CmP 
Director, meetings and Conferences

Denise seise 
Director, Programs and 
Professional services

edward Pramuk 
senior manager, education 
and online Learning

Akena Better, CmP 
senior manager, meetings 
and Conferences

Lindsey toms 
manager, Cme Programs

Anne wrobel 
manager, Cme Programs 

melissa morrison, CmP 
Coordinator, meetings 
and Conferences 

IT/Web Services
Paula mcGraw 
senior Director, it/Business Analyst 

Chris Dugmore 
Director, Data integrity 

Roger Riddell 
manager, website 

Member Services
Bette Anne Preston
senior Director, member services

mary Kostelc 
Coordinator, member services

erica Lowe 
Representative, member services

Past Presidents
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1001 north Fairfax Street, Suite 400 | Alexandria, VA 22314 
Phone: 703-299-9766 | Fax: 703-299-9622 | www.aasld.org


