


Vis ion
To prevent and cure liver disease.

Mission
To advance the science and practice of hepatology, liver transplantation and hepatobiliary surgery, thereby  

promoting liver health and optimal care of patients with liver and biliary tract diseases.

Goals
I.	 Promote and support basic and 

clinical research in liver and biliary 
tract diseases.

II.	 Educate healthcare professionals, 
scientists, and the public about 
liver disease.

III.	 Improve the training of profession-
als committed to the science and 
practice of Hepatology.

IV.	 Identify issues and effect change in 
public policy related to liver health 
and disease.

V.	 Support the Vision and Mission 
of AASLD through the use of the  
Association’s governance, financial, 

and operational structures.

The American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases is a leading  
organization of scientists and healthcare professionals committed to preventing  

and curing liver disease.
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H
epatology has been recognized as a discipline only in the last 

few decades, although biology of the liver captured interest 

long before.  AASLD played a seminal and unifying role in 

focusing interest on hepatological problems, as well as the founding of other 

hepatological societies, which have contributed to the emergence of modern 

hepatology.

Following World War II, the Central Society for Clinical Research held its annual 

meeting in the Drake Hotel in Chicago around November 1st.  Liver diseases 

presented exciting problems and opportunities in clinical investigations 

which stimulated informal exchange of ideas between the Central Society’s  

meeting attendees.  The discussions evolved from informal gatherings 

in the hotel lobby to a meeting the day before the meeting of the Central 

Society.  The congenial atmosphere facilitated by yearly get togethers 

of a small group of dedicated individuals contributed to the foundation 

of AASLD.

AASLD
     The Quest for Knowledge

2   •   American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases



In March 1950, AASLD was legally incorporated in the state of Illinois.  For many 

years, the expenses of the still small group were carried by the institutions of 

the Secretary and/or Treasurer.  For a considerable time, AASLD represented 

a remarkable spirit of friendship and familiarity, but little thought was given to 

the development of hepatology as a distinct discipline.

In the late sixties, the social impact of liver diseases emphasized and included 

alcoholism and drug addiction, and the influence of poverty and malnutrition 

on incidence and causes of liver disease.  The Association assumed a new  

concern with teaching.  In 1974, during AASLD’s 25th Anniversary, the first 

major postgraduate course was inaugurated.  AASLD also organized the 

American Liver Foundation to educate the public to recognize and prevent liver 

diseases.  And Hepatology, AASLD’s official journal, was founded as a national 

and international publication encompassing important clinical, pathological, 

and basic liver-related research.  

AASLD’s combined concern with research, patient care, and medical and 

public education created a committee structure that widened participation 

in the Association’s activities.  The day-to-day administration of AASLD’s  

growing programs has taken it from the Association’s volunteer Secretary’s and/

or Treasurer’s office, to a stand-alone office staffed by twenty-five association 

management professionals. 

Founded in 1950 by a small group of leading liver specialists  (including Hans 

Popper, Leon Schiff, Fred Hoffbauer, Cecil Watson, Jesse Bollman, and Sheila 

Sherlock, to name a few) with the objective of bringing together those who had 

contributed to the field of hepatology, AASLD has grown to an international  

society responsible for all aspects of hepatology; and its meetings have grown in 

attendance from 12 to over 7,000 physicians, surgeons, researchers, and allied 

health professionals from around the world presenting papers and discussing 

their latest efforts and findings in the study and treatment of liver diseases.

Times have changed and the study of liver diseases is expanding each day, 

but one thing remains the same — AASLD’s goal to advance the science and 

practice of hepatology.  

This historical overview of the Association was compiled from the following 

sources:

•	Hepatology, Vol. 2, No. 6, pp. 874-878, 1982, Popper

•	AASLD News, pp.6-7, May 2000, Boyer

•	AASLD News, pp. 6-7, October 2000, Tavill
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AASLD’s membership encompasses more than 

3,000 physicians, researchers, and allied 

hepatology health professionals dedicated to hepatobiliary discoveries and patient 

care. Mentoring, the sharing of knowledge, and dedication to professional growth 

and development are among the core values of AASLD and its members.

For generations, AASLD has been a catalyst for the investigation and treatment of 

liver diseases. AASLD upholds the standards of the profession and fosters research 

that leads to the development and application of new therapies, generating 

improved treatment options for the millions of patients with liver disease.

2007 Research and  
Career Development Awards
Research, advancing human health, and developing the next generation of 

hepatologists, liver transplant surgeons, and allied health professionals are 

among AASLD’s highest priorities.   AASLD’s financial commitment to the following 

research and career development awards exceeded $3.6 million in 2007, forty 

percent of which AASLD has committed from its own discretionary funds.

AASLD/ALF Liver Scholar Awards 
A three-year, basic science award of $75,000 per year that:

•	endeavors to encourage young investigators to pursue a career in  
liver-related research;

•	helps bridge the gap between their completion of research training and 
attaining status as an independent research scientist; 

•	enhances their ability to compete for research grants from national sources, 
particularly the National Institutes of Health (NIH).

2007 AASLD/ALF Liver Scholar Recipients

Carlo Spirli, PhD
Epithelial Angiogenic Signaling in Polycystic Diseases of the Liver

Yale University

Rongze Yang, MD, PhD
Isoform-Specific ALT Assay and its Application in Liver Disease 

University of Maryland Baltimore

AASLD Jan Albrecht Commitment to Clinical Research  
in Liver Diseases Award
A two-year award of $75,000 per year that fosters career development for an 
individual performing clinical research and/or translational research in a liver-
related area and who has shown commitment to excellence at an early stage of 
their research study.

2007 AASLD Jan Albrecht Award Recipient

Patrick G Northup, MD
Clinical, Inflammatory, and Economic Impact of Dextran-70 in Treating SBP

University of Virginia

The AASLD Jan Albrecht Commitment to Clinical Research in Liver Diseases Award 
recognizes the work of Janice K Albrecht, PhD in the planning, management, and 
oversight of hepatology research and development programs for Schering-Plough 
Research Institute, including the treatment of viral hepatitis.

Support of the 2007 AASLD Jan Albrecht Commitment to Clinical Research in Liver Diseases 
Award by Schering-Plough is gratefully acknowledged.

AASLD 2007: 
			   Continued Scientific Investigation and Discovery
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AASLD Sheila Sherlock Clinical and Translational Research 
Awards in Liver Diseases
A two-year award of $75,000 per year that fosters career development for 
individuals performing clinical research and/or translational research in a liver-
related area and who have shown commitment to excellence at an early stage 
of their research study.

2007 AASLD Sheila Sherlock Award Recipients

Matthew Cave, MD
Environmental Toxins and Non-alcoholic Fatty Liver Disease

University of Louisville

Tamar H Taddei, MD
Liver and Biliary Involvement in Gaucher Disease

Yale University School of Medicine

The AASLD Sheila Sherlock Clinical and Translational Research Awards in 
Liver Diseases honors and recognizes Dame Sheila Sherlock for her pioneering 
research and dedication to young research fellows which helped elevate 
hepatology to the discipline it is today.  

Support of the 2007 AASLD Sheila Sherlock Clinical and Translational Research Awards in Liver 
Diseases by The Roche Foundation is gratefully acknowledged.
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AASLD Advanced Transplant Hepatology  
Fellowship Program 
Provides $60,000 in salary and benefit support for gastroenterology fellows 
pursuing an additional, full-year of training focused on patient care in hepatology, 
including liver transplantation, and hepatology research.  

2007 AASLD Advanced Transplant Hepatology  
Fellowship Recipients

r ecipient	         M ent   o r 	 I nstit     u ti  o n

Karin L Andersson	 Raymond T Chung	 Massachusetts  
		  General Hospital

Ottar M Bergmann	 Kyle E Brown/	U niversity of Iowa 
	 Michael D Voigt	 Hospitals and Clinics

Virginia C Clark	 David R Nelson/	U niversity of Florida 
	 Mark Brantly	

Linda A DiTeodoro	 Andrew P Keaveny	 Mayo Clinic 			 
		  Jacksonville

Stevan A Gonzalez	 Emmet B Keeffe	 Stanford University 		
		  School of Medicine

Karen L Krok	 Paul J Thuluvath	 Johns Hopkins 		
		U  niversity

Christine K Lee	 Maureen M Jonas	 Children’s Hospital 		
		  Boston

Glen A Lutchman	 Norah A Terrault	U niversity of California,  
		  San Francisco

Amy C McClune	 Paul Martin	 Mount Sinai School  
		  of Medicine

Kerry N Whitt	 Thomas D Schiano	 Mount Sinai Hospital

AASLD funded one of the 2007 fellows. Additional support of the 2007 AASLD Advanced 
Transplant Hepatology Program by The Roche Foundation for six fellows and Schering-Plough 
for three fellows is gratefully acknowledged.

AASLD NP/PA Clinical Hepatology Fellowship Program 
Provides $78,000 in salary and benefit support for certified and licensed physician 
assistants (PA) or nurse practitioners (NP) pursuing a full-year of training focused 
on clinical care in hepatology and is designed to:

•	increase the number of mid-level practitioners in clinical hepatology;

•	facilitate the transition (or shift in emphasis) into clinical hepatology for  
mid-level practitioners;

•	increase access for liver disease patients to adequately trained clinicians.

2007 AASLD NP/PA Clinical Hepatology Fellowship Recipients

Recipient	          M ent   o r 	 I nstit     u ti  o n

Foong-chee 	 Reem H Ghalib	 The Liver Institute at 
(Joann) Cheah		  Methodist Dallas

Joseph P Colagreco	 Nezam H Afdhal	 Beth Israel Deaconess 		
		  Medical Center

Cheryl C Collins	 Kevin D Mullen	 Metrohealth Medical 		
		  Center

Jessica G Irwin	 Norah Terrault	U niversity of California, 		
		  San Francisco

Kristy M Kegley	 Roshan Shrestha	 Piedmont Hospital

Debra A Narcisse	 Paul Martin	 Mount Sinai School  
		  of Medicine

Marion M Weich	 Thomas J Byrne	 Mayo Clinic Arizona

Deanna H White	 Gregory T Everson	U niversity of Colorado 		
		  Health Sciences Center

Support of the 2007 AASLD NP/PA Clinical Hepatology Fellowship Program by The Roche 
Foundation for seven fellows and Schering-Plough for two fellows is gratefully acknowledged.

AASLD Achievement in Liver Transplantation Awards
The 2007 Achievement in Liver Transplantation Awards were designed to 
recognize the recipients’ contributions to scientific research and careers that have 
shaped the course of liver transplantation.  The $30,000 awards were intended 
to support the recipients’ continued research.  

2007 AASLD Achievement in Liver Transplantation Award Recipients

John J Fung, MD, PhD
Cleveland Clinic

Didier Samuel, MD, PhD
Paul Brousse Hospital

Russell H Wiesner, MD
Mayo Clinic, Rochester

Support of the 2007 Achievement in Liver Transplantation Awards by Astellas USA Foundation 
is gratefully acknowledged.
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AASLD/ALF Resident Scholar Travel Award Program
Designed to attract medical residents to the field of hepatology, this program 
provides up to twenty awards funding travel, hotel accommodations, and meals 
for undeclared internal medicine and pediatric residents to attend The Liver 
Meeting®.

2007 AASLD/ALF Resident Scholar Travel Award Recipients

AASLD PSC Research Award
This $3,000 award is given to the investigator presenting the most promising 
research in primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC) at The Liver Meeting®.  

2007 AASLD PSC Research Award Recipient

Tom H Karlsen, MD
Rikshospitalet University Hospital

PSC Partners Seeking a Cure is a nonprofit foundation whose three-fold mission is to:

•	 raise funds with which to research the causes and cures of PSC;

•	 promote PSC and organ donation awareness; and

•	 provide education and support to PSC patients and their families.

Support of the AASLD PSC Research Award by PSC Partners Seeking a Cure is gratefully 
acknowledged.

AASLD Fellow Research Awards
These $500 awards are given to the fellows submitting the best abstracts to The 
Liver Meeting®.  The Pediatric  Fellow Research Award is given to a physician/
scientist with a primary appointment affiliation in a department of pediatrics.

2007 AASLD Fellow Research Award Recipient

Puneet Puri, MD
Virginia Commonwealth University

2007 AASLD Pediatric Fellow Research Award Recipient

Ursula Matte, MD
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital

AASLD Student Research Award
These $500 awards are given to students who made a major contribution to the 
research study highlighted in the abstract submitted to The Liver Meeting®.  

2007 aasld student research award recipients

Montserrat Moreno, MD
Hospital Clinic de Barcelona

Michael Passeri, MD
Mt Sinai School of Medicine

AASLD Young Investigator Travel Awards
These $500 travel awards enable young researchers submitting abstracts for the 
AASLD Research Workshop to receive travel support.

2007 AASLD Young Investigator Travel Award Recipients

Petros C Benias, MD
Beth Israel Medical Center 

Wissam Bleibel, MD
Caritas Carney Hospital 

Kristina Chacko, MD
Emory University 

Lily Dara, MD
Griffin Hospital

Archita A Desai, MD
University of Chicago Hospitals 

Chanda K Ho, MD
Washington University in  
St. Louis/Barnes Jewish Hospital 

Talia Hoffstein, BSc, MD
Yale-New Haven Hospital 

Edward Williams Holt, MD
Massachusetts General Hospital 

Robert C Huebert, MD
Mayo Clinic 

Kumar Krishnan, MD
University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center Dallas 

Alisha C Laborico, MD
University of California,  
San Francisco 

Amit Kumar Mathur, MD
University of Michigan Health System 

Goutham Narla, MD, PhD
The Mount Sinai School of Medicine 

Mazen Noureddin, MD
University of Southern California 

Eric Scott Orman, MD
University of Michigan 

Robert Rahimi, MD, MS
University of Virginia 

Reena Salgia, MD
University of Michigan/ 
University of Michigan Hospitals 

Bijal Surti, MD
University of California, Los Angeles

Ariana Wallack, BA, MD
University of Colorado at Denver 
Health Sciences Center 

Gregory Albert Weber, MD
University of Minnesota

Jong Young Choi
The Catholic University of Korea

Mark Claassen
Erasmus MC  
University Medical Centre  
Rotterdam

Malte Heeg
Ludwig-Maximilians  
Universitat Munich

Ichiyo Itose
Osaka University Graduate  
School of Medicine

Gadi Lalazar
Hadassah Hebrew University  
Medical Center

Maria Serena Longhi
King’s College Hospital
King’s College London  
School of Medicine

Masashi Sakaki
Showa University  
School of Medicine
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2007 AASLD 
Distinguished Achievement Award
The AASLD Distinguished Achievement Award is given 
to an individual in honor of his or her sustained scientific 
contributions to the field of liver disease and the scientific 

foundations of hepatology.  The award honors a sustained contribution rather than 
a single discovery or major achievement.  The contribution should be solidly in the 
area of liver disease, physiology, anatomy, or pathology.

In 2007, AASLD honored Juan Rodés, MD with the Distinguished Achievement 
Award.  Dr. Rodés graduated from the University of Barcelona, School of Medicine 
in 1967.  Hospital Clinic, run by the University of Barcelona Department of Medicine, 
has been his professional base where he has held a variety of different posts: 
medical director (1984 -1986), director of research (1997- 2003), and, since 2003, 
the hospital’s director general.

In 1972 he created and led the Liver Unit, which has gained international recognition 
for its work and research. He has published more than 470 original articles in the 
top ranking journals dedicated to the speciality, contributed more than 100 book 
chapters, and has been editor of 29 books.

In 1993 he founded and became the director of the Institute of Biomedical 
Investigation August Pi y Sunyer (IDIBAPS). He has been awarded various 
different honours, one of the most important being the National Award for Medical 
Investigation ‘Gregorio Marañon’ in 2006.

Previous AASLD Distinguished Achievement Awardees

1986  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                              Hyman J Zimmerman, MD

1989  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                   Aron Rappaport, MD

1990  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                     Rudi Schmid, MD

1991  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                   Thomas E Starzl, MD

1993  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 Stanley E Bradley, MD and Carl A Goresky, MD

1994  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                     Irwin M Arias, MD

1995  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                  Telfer B Reynolds, MD

1996 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                    Irmin Sternlieb, MD

1997  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                   Alan F Hofmann, MD

1998  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                    James L Boyer, MD

1999  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                  Francis V Chisari, MD

2000  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Robert H Purcell, MD

2001  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Jay H Hoofnagle, MD

2002  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Roberto J Groszmann, MD

2003  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Nicholas F LaRusso, MD

2004  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . D Montgomery Bissell, MD

2005  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  E Jenny Heathcote, MD

2006  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Neil Kaplowitz, MD

8   •   American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases

AASLD Single Topic Conference Travel Awards
These $500 travel awards fund travel costs for trainees in the field of hepatology 
with a special interest in the conference topic to present their accepted abstract 
on related research.

2007 AASLD Hepatitis Single Topic Conference  
Travel Award Recipients

2007 Conference topic: Interferon & Ribavirin in Hepatitis C Virus Infection

2007 AASLD Basic Research Single Topic Conference  
Travel Award Recipients

2007 Conference topic: Vascular Biology and Pathobiology of the Liver

2007 AASLD Clinical Research Single Topic Conference  
Travel Award Recipient

2007 Conference topic: Hemochromatosis
Barjinderjit Kaur Dhillon
Postgraduate Institute, India

Serena Chang, MD
University of Massachusetts  
Medical School

Harel Dahari, PhD
Los Alamos National Laboratory

Huub Gelderblom
University of Amsterdam

Wenyu Lin, PhD
Harvard Medical School

Yute Abe, MD
LSU Health Sciences Center

Guido Beldi, MD
Beth Israel Deaconess  
Medical Center

Martin Hennenberg
Universitätsklinik Bonn

Woo-Yong Lee, PhD
University of Calgary

Braedon McDonald
University of Calgary

Aina Rodriguez-Vilarrupla, PhD
Hospital Clinic, Barcelona

Jonel Trebicka, MD
Universitätsklinik Bonn

Usman Yaqoob, MD
Mayo Clinic College of Medicine



2007 AASLD  
Distinguished Service Award
The AASLD Distinguished Service Award is given to 

an individual in honor of his or her sustained service 

to AASLD or the liver disease research community 

in general.  It recognizes the recipient’s lifelong commitment to the field 

of hepatology and contribution to AASLD through service on numerous 

governance and scientific committees over the years.

In 2007, AASLD honored William F Balistreri, MD with the Distinguished 

Service Award.  Dr. Balistreri is director of the Pediatric Liver Care Center and 

medical director of the Liver Transplantation Program at Cincinnati Children’s 

Hospital.  Dr. Balistreri is professor of pediatrics and medicine at the University 

of Cincinnati College of Medicine; he has served as director of the Division of 

Pediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology, and Nutrition for 25 years.  He has 

authored more than 450 publications, including original articles, editorials, 

reviews, and chapters and has edited or co-edited several books, including the 

first multi-authored text on pediatric hepatology and liver disease in children.  He 

has helped to clarify the understanding of many aspects of pediatric hepatology, 

particularly in the areas of bile acid metabolism, neonatal cholestasis, hepatitis, 

and liver transplantation.  Of significant importance, Dr. Balistreri has served as 

editor of the Journal of Pediatrics (1995 - present), as well as editor-in-chief of 

the Journal of Pediatric Gastroenterology and Nutrition (1991-1995).

In addition to being the first pediatrician to serve as president of AASLD, 

Dr. Balistreri is or has been a member of numerous prestigious, scholarly 

societies, including the North American Society for Pediatric Gastroenterology, 

Hepatology, and Nutrition (NASPGHAN) (President 1982–1984), Children’s 

Digestive Health and Nutrition Foundation (CDHNF) (President 2005 - present), 

American Board of Pediatrics (Sub-board Chair 1991 - 1993, and Board of 

Directors 1991 - 1997 and 2000 - 2003), and the American Liver Foundation 

(Board of Directors 1980 - 1983).  He has also served on various committees 

and study groups in review of grants with the United States Department of 

Agriculture, the National Institutes of Health, the Department of Health and 

Human Services, and others.

Dr. Balistreri has received awards from various prestigious societies, including 

the Distinguished Leadership Award from the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of 

America (1995), the Andrew Sass-Kortsak Memorial Award from the Canadian 

Liver Foundation and the Canadian Association for the Study of the Liver 

(1998), the Murray Davidson Award from the American Academy of Pediatrics 

(AAP) Section on Gastroenterology & Nutrition (1999), the Shwachman Award 

(1999) from NASPGHAN, the Distinguished Alumnus Award from the University 

of Buffalo, the Founders Award from the Cincinnati Pediatric Society (1999), 

the Outstanding Pediatrician of the Year 2001 from the Ohio Chapter of the 

AAP, and the Daniel Drake Medal from the University of Cincinnati.

1981  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                      Leon Schiff, MD

1983 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                      Hans Popper, MD

1984  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                   Burton Combes, MD

1988  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                               Dame Sheila Sherlock, MD

1989  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                    Herbert Falk, MD

1990  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                     Kunio Okuda, MD

1991  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                   Carroll M Leevy, MD

1993 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                    Sarah C Kalser, PhD

1997  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                  Steven Schenker, MD

1998  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                    Kamal G Ishak, MD

1999  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                  Michael F Sorrell, MD

2000 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                  Willis C Maddrey, MD

2001  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Anthony S Tavill, MD

2002  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Esteban Mezey, MD

2003  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Paul D Berk, MD

2004  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Eugene R Schiff, MD

2005  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Leonard B Seeff, MD

2006 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                    Allan W Wolkoff, MD  

Previous AASLD Distinguished Service Awardees
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Scientific Educational Symposia

A
s the leading organization focused solely on advancing the science 

and practice of hepatology, AASLD offers scientific educational 

symposia that are developed by leading hepatologists. Each event 

features expert speakers presenting the finest data in the most current and  

critical topics of liver disease. Only AASLD events meet the increasing demand 

of hepatology’s growing importance as a medical specialty by providing  

participants the opportunity to exchange research, discuss outcomes, and  

interact with colleagues focused on liver and biliary diseases.

AASLD is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 

Education to provide continuing medical education for physicians.  It is the  

policy of AASLD to ensure balance, independence, objectivity, and scientific rigor 

in all its individually or jointly sponsored educational programs.  

In 2007, AASLD continued its offering of nursing credits for four major  

components of The Liver Meeting®’s educational programs: the Hepatology 

Associates Course; AASLD Postgraduate Course; AASLD/ILTS Transplant 

Course; and the AASLD/NASPGHAN Pediatric Symposium.  These programs 

were co-provided by Amedco of St. Paul, Minnesota, an accredited approver by 

the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. 

AASLD 2007: 
	    The Sharing of Critical Data

10   •   American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases



The Liver Meeting® 
The premier event in the science and practice of hepatology  —  where the cutting 
edge in the study and treatment of liver and biliary diseases is defined.  The more 
than 2,400 abstracts submitted underwent an extensive, blinded peer-review 
process to identify the best selection for presentation in both poster and oral 
sessions.  Topics featured in the 1,400+ abstracts selected for presentation in 
both poster and oral formats included: 
•	Acute Liver Failure
•	Advances in Pediatric Hepatology
•	Cell Death
•	Experimental Hepatotoxicity
•	Hepatitis B
•	Hepatitis C
•	Hepatic Fibrogenesis
•	Hepatic Stellate Cell Biology
•	Hepatobiliary Neoplasia
•	Innate and Adaptive Immunity in Liver Disease
•	Liver Transplantation
•	Mechanisms of Cell Function and Injury
•	Molecular and Cellular Biology of Bile Formation
•	Non-invasive Assessment of Liver Fibrosis
•	Portal Hypertension
•	Signal Transduction and Nuclear Receptors

The offering of groundbreaking discoveries by top scientists in their specific areas 
of hepatobiliary research continued in the annual State-of-the-Art Lectures offered 
during The Liver Meeting® 2007.  The lectures featured:

Hans Popper Basic Science State-of-the-Art Lecture 
The Mitochondrial Pathway of Apoptosis 
Douglas R Green, PhD

Leon Schiff State-of-the-Art Lecture 
Primary Biliary Cirrhosis: Current Concepts, Emerging and Rationale Therapies 
Raoul Poupon, MD

Thomas E Starzl Transplant Surgery State-of-the-Art Lecture 
On the Right Track?: Expanded Criteria in Deceased Donor Liver Transplantation 
Robert M Merion, MD

Hyman J Zimmerman Hepatotoxicity State-of-the-Art Lecture 
Endocannabinoids and the Liver: Unlikely Partners in Multiple Functions 
George Kunos, MD, PhD

These topics, included within four and a half days of courses and workshops,  
plenary, parallel and poster sessions, scientific exhibits, and state-of-the-art lectures, 
met a range of professional needs for more than 7,500 attendees from across the 
country and around the world that attended The Liver Meeting® 2007.

The Hans Popper Basic Science State-of-the-Art Lecture recognizes Hans Popper, the founder of AASLD, 
and his role in the establishment of the AASLD journal, Hepatology, and his promotion of the intellectual 
spirit of the Association.

The Leon Schiff State-of-the-Art Lecture honors Dr. Schiff and recognizes the work he did to elevate 
the study and practice of hepatology to the discipline it is today.  The restricted fund supporting this 
lecture ensures that future hepatologists will have a distinct platform from which to provide their  
valuable insights at The Liver Meeting®.  AASLD gratefully acknowledges the National Genetics Institute 
for its generous support of this fund.

The Thomas E Starzl Transplant Surgery State-of-the-Art Lecture recognizes the pioneering work that 
Dr. Starzl and colleagues have done to elevate liver transplantation from an experimental procedure to 
one which saves thousands of lives annually.  To ensure that future transplant scientists have a distinct 
platform to provide their valuable insights at The Liver Meeting®, a restricted fund has been established 
to support this lecture in perpetuity.  AASLD gratefully acknowledges the following individuals and orga-
nizations that have generously contributed to this fund:

The Hyman J Zimmerman Hepatotoxicity State-of-the-Art Lecture recognizes Dr. Zimmerman’s work in 
toxic liver injury.  A restricted fund supporting this lecture ensures that future investigators will have a 
distinct platform to present their valuable work on liver toxicity at The Liver Meeting®.  AASLD gratefully 
acknowledges Eli Lilly and Company for its generous support of this fund.
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The Best of The Liver Meeting® Online
The State-of-the-Art Lectures, General Hepatology Update, Postgraduate Course, 
Hepatology Associates Course, and the plenary sessions held at The Liver 
Meeting® 2007 were captured and are accessible online free-of-charge via the 
AASLD Web site.  This “virtual meeting” was rolled out within days of presenta-
tion and continues to broaden AASLD’s educational focus. It makes the science 
available for use by meeting attendees long after they have returned home, and 
disseminates education about the latest advances and clinical practice of hepa-
tology to those who were unable to attend the meeting in person or who might 
otherwise never have access to the information.  With cutting-edge science and 
the most up-to-date source on liver diseases at your fingertips, and the ability to 
start and stop your viewing at any time, The Best of The Liver Meeting® is only 
second to actually having attended the meeting.

AASLD Postgraduate Course
Held each year in conjunction with The Liver Meeting®, the AASLD Postgraduate 
Course highlights a significant issue of liver research facing physicians today.  
The topic for 2007 was “Liver Diseases: Pathophysiologic Basis for the Therapy 
of Liver Disease”.  Over the last few years, advances in our understanding of the 
pathophysiology of liver disease have led to new therapeutic strategies.  This 
course emphasized our newly-gained understanding of the treatment of major 
liver diseases with an emphasis on the cellular mechanisms.  

AASLD Single Topic Conferences (STC)
Developed by leading hepatologists, these limited-attendance events focus on the 
most current and critical topics of liver disease and provide participants the ideal 
opportunity to exchange research, discuss outcomes, and develop new research 
interests.  Each year, AASLD sponsors three to five Single Topic Conferences in 
clinical research, basic research, hepatitis, pediatric hepatology, and endpoints.  
Conferences held in 2007 included:

•	Hepatitis STC: Interferon & Ribavirin in Hepatitis C Virus Infection: 

Mechanisms of Response and Non-Response

•	Endpoints STC: Portal Hypertension and Variceal Bleeding:  

Unresolved Issues

•	Basic Research STC: Vascular Biology and Pathobiology of the Liver

•	Clinical Research STC: Hemochromatosis: What has Happened after HFE?

The AASLD Governing Board has designated $4,250,000 to support the 
Association’s Single Topic Conferences on an on-going basis.

Support by Roche Pharmaceuticals for the Hepatitis Single Topic Conference Endowment and  
The Henry M. and Lillian Stratton Estate for the Basic Research Single Topic Conference are 
gratefully acknowledged. 

Digestive Disease Week®

DDW is sponsored through the partnership of four leading medical societ-
ies focused on the digestive system: AASLD, American Gastroenterological 
Association (AGA), American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ASGE), 
and The Society for Surgery of the Alimentary Tract, Inc. (SSAT).  As a sponsor-
ing society with a strong presence and an excellent liver and biliary tract education 
program, AASLD’s successful liver-specific sessions include state-of-the-art pre-
sentations, clinical symposia, presidential plenaries, research and topic fora, and 
poster presentations.

Outreach
In 2007, AASLD continued partnering with a number of other organizations and 
societies, to expand the reach of its educational offerings.  AASLD either endorsed 
or co-sponsored the following educational programs:

•	Hepatotoxicity Special Interest Meeting
	 In partnership with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the 

Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA)

•	Training Directors Workshop
	 In partnership with the American Gastroenterological Association Institute 

(AGAI), the American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ASGE) and the 
American College of Gastroenterology (ACG)

•	Endpoints Single Topic Conference on Portal Hypertension and Variceal 
Bleeding: Unresolved Issues

	 In partnership with the European Association for the Study of the Liver (EASL)

•	Insulin Resistance Syndrome on Nonalcoholic Fatty Liver Disease —  
World Congress on Insulin Resistance (WCIR) 5th World Congress

•	Global Hepatitis A Conference – European Viral Hepatitis Board

The AASLD International Relations Advisory Committee continues to bring together 
representatives from major hepatology organizations and is committed to enhancing 
relationships with international liver societies. The goal of these improved relation-
ships is a unified global hepatology community focused on the exchange of expertise 
to optimize the care of patients with liver disease throughout the world.   

American Board of Internal Medicine (ABIM)  
Maintenance of Certification
ABIM’s enhancements to the Maintenance of Certification (MOC) program went 
into effect on January 1, 2006. The new features emphasized practice perfor-
mance and simplified the process for physicians who renew ABIM certificates in 
internal medicine and the subspecialties of internal medicine.  In 2007, AASLD 
collaborated with ABIM to develop the Hepatology Self Evaluation Process (SEP) 
which was offered as a session during Digestive Disease Week® (DDW) in May, 
2007.  The session proved to be successful with a high level of participation by 
attendees and positive feedback at the conclusion of the program.  

In addition to the SEP, AASLD began development of a Practice Improvement 
Module (PIM) based on the AASLD Practice Guideline “Role of TIPS in Managing 
Complications of Portal Hypertension”.  Additional PIMs will be forthcoming, with 
most being based on the AASLD Practice Guidelines, and will facilitate participa-
tion in the Maintenance of Certification (MOC) process while also allowing the 
development of quality measures.
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Practice Guidelines
AASLD promotes preferable methods for approaching therapeutic and preventa-
tive aspects of care through the development of practice guidelines supported by 
scientific data and position papers based on expert opinion.  While AASLD practice 
guidelines are flexible and are not intended as the only acceptable approach to 
treatment, they are designed to assist physicians and other healthcare providers 
in the recognition, diagnosis, and management of patients with liver disease.  Each 
guideline undergoes mandatory repeat publication (in print) every five years.  Every 
three years, each guideline is reviewed to determine whether the guideline should 
be completely rewritten or simply updated.  

In 2007, AASLD finalized four guidelines for publication, reviewed four guidelines, 
initiated three new guidelines based on topics of previously published guidelines, 
and authorization was given to develop guidelines on three new topics.  These 
practice guidelines are developed and published to assist healthcare providers 
in patient care decisions and hopefully improve clinical outcomes:

Finalized

• Chronic Hepatitis B (published, February 2007 in Hepatology)

•	The AASLD/ACG Practice Guideline on the Prevention and Management of 
Gastroesophageal Varices and Variceal Hemorrhage in Cirrhosis (published, 
September 2007 in Hepatology)

•	Vascular Disorders of the Liver 

•	Wilson Disease (scheduled for publication, June 2008 in Hepatology)

Reviewed

•	The AASLD/ACG Practice Guideline on Alcoholic Liver Disease

•	Liver Biopsy

•	Diagnosis, Management and Treatment of Hepatitis C

•	Management of Ascites Due to Cirrhosis

In Development

• Autoimmune Hepatitis

•	Hemochromatosis

•	Primary Biliary Cirrhosis

Authorized for development

• Nonalcoholic Fatty Liver Disease

• Care of the Patient Post Liver Transplant

•	Primary Sclerosing Cholangitis

AASLD now offers its practice guidelines in both full-text pdf files and download-
able format for handheld devices via www.aasld.org. 

Platinum level support of the Practice Guidelines download service by Astellas Pharma US, Inc. and 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company is gratefully acknowledged.

Scientific Journals
Through peer-reviewed manuscripts reporting the latest discoveries from around 
the world in basic research, clinical trials, and surgery of the liver, Hepatology and 
Liver Transplantation, AASLD’s monthly journals, are one of the Association’s 
primary vehicles for sharing major scientific advances and are among the high-
est cited references in the field.

The 2006 impact factor was 10.446 for Hepatology and 4.629 for Liver 
Transplantation.  Liver Transplantation was second among transplantation jour-
nals, third among surgery journals, and eighth among gastroenterology and 
hepatology journals.  Hepatology was second among gastroenterology and hepa-
tology journals.

In addition, quarterly issues of selected articles continue to be published in Korean, 
Chinese, and Japanese.  Articles are selected and translated by a local group of 
editors and distributed to clinicians free-of-charge.  All articles from both journals 
are available online to nonsubscribers one year from the date of their original 
publication.

Government Agency Relations
National Institutes of Health (NIH)
AASLD continues to work closely with the NIH in identifying collaborations that 
enhance the work of both organizations.  For the fourth consecutive year, AASLD 
leadership met with top officials of several NIH institutes, including the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease (NIAID), the National Institute of Alcohol 
Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA), the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive 
and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK), the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), and 
the National Cancer Institute (NCI).  These meetings were designed to discover 
how AASLD can work most effectively with each institute to enhance the amount 
of hepatobiliary research in their portfolios. 

These improved lines of communication resulted in the development of an annual 
symposium at The Liver Meeting® in conjunction with a different NIH Institute each 
year.  2007 saw the third such symposium with the offering of the AASLD/NIAID 
NIH Corner.  The National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease (NIAID) sym-
posium “Antiviral Therapy Against Hepatitis Viruses: Understanding and Managing 
Drug Resistance” focused on basic and clinical issues such as standardization of 
nomenclature and assays relating to antiviral resistance, detection, and monitoring 
of antiviral resistance, and management of patients with antiviral-resistant HBV.  
The program provided an interactive forum for researchers and the NIAID/NIH to 
discuss future research initiatives and international collaboration. 

In addition to the annual joint symposium with an NIH Institute, the National Institute 
of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK) offered two sessions at The 
Liver Meeting® 2007.  These sessions were designed to assist potential applicants 
for two clinical research networks RFA’s that were published in late 2007.  NIDDK 
staff provided the rationale and proposed structure of the networks and answered 
participants questions regarding the networks and application process.

Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
AASLD continues to work with staff at the Centers for Disease Control and will be 
meeting with them in April 2008.
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Global

AASLD   continued to implement a policy and public relations 
program focused on liver health.  Specifically, AASLD 

furthered development and implementation of a strategy for making ALT levels  
analogous to cholesterol levels with the public and finalized a white paper, to be  
published in Hepatology, which summarized the state of the science.  While the long-
term goal is the creation of a HEDIS standard for responses to irregular ALT levels, 

there is currently insufficient data available to pursue this issue in the short-term.

Research Issues
AASLD strongly supports funding for scientific research and training throughout the 
federal government.  In 2007 specifically:

•	AASLD supported the highest attainable funding levels to rapidly advance 
progress throughout the National Institutes of Health (NIH) as envisioned by the 
Trans-NIH Action Plan for Liver Disease Research (TAPLDR), adopted by NIDDK 
in 2004.  The initial appropriations bill submitted to Congress and supported by 
AASLD included a 3.8% increase in NIH funding; the President ultimately signed 
legislation with a .5% increase in NIH funding.

•	AASLD supported legislation to reauthorize NIH and non-legislative revisions in 
structures and processes at NIH only to the extent they enhance the implemen-
tation of the TAPLDR.  AASLD opposed changes in the structure of NIH that, 
in its judgment, had the potential to siphon off research funds from liver-related 
research.  AASLD was part of a successful effort to fend off potentially damaging 
provisions in the NIH Reauthorization bill that was signed into law.

•	AASLD supported the highest attainable funding levels for liver research through 
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and other agencies.  Working with col-
leagues in the coalition Friends of the VA, AASLD saw a significant victory with  
a 16% increase in the funding for research in the Department of Veterans Affairs 
that was signed into law on December 26, 2007.

 

•	AASLD supported keeping all functions of the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology 
(AFIP) (its consultative services, education and training, and research) consoli-
dated and available to researchers both within and without government.  AFIP was 
directed to dissolve by the Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC), as 
part of the recommendation to close Walter Reed Medical Center in Washington, 
DC.  Working through a coalition led by the College of American Pathologists, 
AASLD successfully obtained language to reestablish the institute as the Joint 
Pathology Center, to be located at Bethesda Naval Hospital in Bethesda, Maryland.  
All of AFIP’s services will continue in its new iteration.  The House and Senate have 
finalized the legislation and the President has signed it into law.

Patient Care Issues  
AASLD supports federal policies that will improve and enhance medical treatment for 
patients with liver disease, and promote liver wellness.  In 2007 specifically:

•	AASLD supported the provision of liver health care to all Americans, regardless of 
ability to pay.  AASLD was part of the effort to expand the SCHIP program which 
supplies healthcare without regard to ability to pay.

•	AASLD supported the highest attainable level of federal funding for states’ efforts 
to prevent the spread of infectious liver diseases (particularly viral hepatitis), and 
to diagnose and treat those who are already infected.  AASLD was successful in 
obtaining a 2.8% increase in the budget for the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s Division of Viral Hepatitis.

•	AASLD supported developing legislation to create a chronic liver disease program 
at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  CDC has been undergo-
ing a structural reorganization for the past three years.

•	AASLD strongly encouraged the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to address 
aggressively adverse events caused by inadvertent overdoses of acetaminophen, 
particularly related to compound drugs.  As a result of Congress reauthorizing the 
FDA, the adverse event system has been strengthened.  The statute now requires 
FDA to screen reports filed electronically with the system bi-weekly for emergent 
issues; post a quarterly report on their website on all reports to the system; to 
report to Congress annually on what the experience has been; and to review all 
post-market safety commitments annually.

Public Policy 2007
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Transplantation-related Issues
AASLD supported aggressive federal action to increase the number of cadaveric 
and living donor organs, including livers, available to be transplanted into patients 
who are eligible pursuant to current transplantation standards.  

•	AASLD supported increasing funding to promote organ donation programs 
directly by the federal government, as well as through the states, to the highest 
attainable levels.  

•	AASLD supported continuing research at the NIH designed to reduce the 
need for organs to be transplanted and designed to improve outcomes from 
transplantation.  The Committee Report that accompanied both the House 
and Senate appropriations bills for NIH contained strong directional language 
encouraging a more concentrated effort by NIAID to fund research into improv-
ing transplantation outcomes in general and for reducing the dependence on 
immunosuppressive drugs.



Assets
	 2006	 2005
CURRENT ASSETS 	
Cash and cash equivalents	 $6,212,111	 $4,899,484
Investments	 17,055,821	 15,321,183 
Contributions receivable, current portion	 20,000	 326,800 
Accounts receivable	 402,907	 3,965 
Prepaid expenses	 120,274	 76,028 

	 Total current assets	 23,811,113	 20,627,460 

Fixed assests
Office condominium	 6,677,958 	 -
Furniture and equipment	 265,601 	 460,560
Leasehold improvements	 23,531 	 23,531
		  6,967,090 	 484,091
Less: Accumulated depreciation and amortization	 (312,816)	 (422,403)
Net fixed assets	 6,654,274 	 61,688

OTHER ASSETS
Contributions receivable - net of current portion 	 40,000 	 60,000
Deferred financing cost - net of accumulated 	  

amortization of $1,971	 139,962	 -
Deferred compensation	 15,009	 -
Deposits	 91,762 	 51,491

	 Total other assets	 286,733 	 111,491

	 TOTAL ASSETS	 $30,752,120	 $20,800,639

Liabilities and Net Assets
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Current portion of notes payable	 $32,763 	 -
Current portion of bonds payable	 100,000	 -
Accounts payable and accrued expenses	 2,745,524 	 2,846,005
Deferred revenue:

Membership	 68,930	 264,453
Meeting registrations and exhibits	 56,953 	 15,639
	 Total current liabilities	 3,004,170	  3,126,097

LONG-TERM LIABILITIES	
Notes payable, net of current portion	 2,756,771	 -
Bonds payable, net of current portion	 3,900,000	 -
Interest rate swap obligation	 533,974	 -
Deferred compensation liability	 15,009	                           - 

	 Total liabilities	 10,209,924	  3,126,097

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted

Undesignated	 13,087,611 	 11,620,259
Board designated	 2,250,000 	 2,250,000 
	 Total unrestricted	 15,337,611 	 13,870,259

Temporarily restricted 	 2,193,735 	 793,433
Permanently restricted	 3,010,850 	 3,010,850

	 Total net assets	 20,542,196 	 17,674,542

	 TOTAL LIABILITIES and NET ASSETS	 $30,752,120 	 $20,800,639

Statement of Financial Position
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As of December 31, 2006 with summarized financial information for 2005



	 2006	 2005

	 	 Temporarily	 Permanently
	Un restricted	Rest ricted 	Rest ricted	 Total	  Total

Revenue
Annual Meeting	 $5,077,644	 $ -	 $ -	 $5,077,644 	 $4,877,838

Fellowship Grants	 -	 2,462,750	 -	 2,462,750	 1,757,848

Meetings and Education	 875,768	 -	 -	 875,768	 951,860

Membership Dues	 843,403	 -	 -	 843,403	 703,739

Professional Relations, Including

	 Public Policy and Research	 7,584	 -	 - 	 7,584	 30,965

Publications, Hepatology and  
Liver Transplantation Journals	 2,023,112 	 -	  - 	 2,023,112  	 1,716,941

Research Awards	 -	 826,250	 -	 826,250	 425,000

Net Assets Released from Donor Restrictions 	 2,386,319 	 (2,386,319) 	                             - 	                         - 	                         -

Total Revenue	 11,213,830 	 902,681	                           - 	 12,116,511 	 10,464,191

Expenses
Program services:

Annual Meeting	 2,954,296 	 - 	 - 	 2,954,296 	 3,086,368

Professional Relations, Including 
     Public Policy	 545,814 	 - 	 -	  545,814 	 393,499

Publication Journals	 1,311,054 	 -	  - 	 1,311,054 	 1,067,772

Communications	 146,532 	 - 	 - 	 146,532 	 108,333

Fellowship Grants	 1,618,690 	 - 	 - 	 1,618,690	 1,912,329

Meetings and Education	 1,098,564	 - 	 - 	 1,098,564	 670,289

Research Awards	 1,082,140 	                         -	                         - 	 1,082,140 	 1,072,067

Total program services	 8,757,090 	                         - 	                         - 	 8,757,090 	 8,310,657

Supporting services:

Governance, Executive and Administration	 1,250,235 	 -	  - 	 1,250,235 	 1,118,711

Membership Development and Website	 476,965	  - 	 - 	 476,965 	 456,190

Fundraising	 67,327 	                         - 	                         -	 67,327 	 41,609

Total supporting services	 1,794,527 	                         - 	                         - 	 1,794,527 	 1,616,510

Total expenses	 10,551,617	                          - 	                         - 	 10,551,617 	 9,927,167

Change in net assets before other items	 662,213 	 902,681 	 -	 1,564,894 	 537,024

Other Items
Unrealized Loss on Interest Rate Swap Obligation	 (533,974)	 -	 -	 (533,974)	 -

Investment income 	 1,339,113 	 497,621 	                         -	 1,836,734 	 1,174,898

Change in net assets	 1,467,352 	 1,400,302	 -	 2,867,654	 1,711,922

Net assets at beginning of year	 13,870,259 	 793,433 	 3,010,850 	 17,674,542 	 15,962,620

NET ASSETS AT END OF YEAR	 $15,337,611 	 $2,193,735 	 $3,010,850 	 $20,542,196 	 $17,674,542

17

Statement of Activities and Change in Net Assets     
     For the year ended December 31, 2006 with summarized financial information for 2005
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Nezam H Afdhal, MD
Humberto I Aguilar, MD
Moustafa Alamy, MD
Jeffrey H Albrecht, MD
Joseph M Alcorn, MD
Miriam J Alter, PhD, MPH
Mohammed S Anwer, PhD, DMVH
Apotex Corporation
Astellas Pharma US
Astellas USA Foundation
Axcan Pharma
John A Balint, MD
Nathan M Bass, MD, PhD
P Patrick Basu, MD
Bayer Healthcare/Onyx 

Pharmaceuticals
William M Belknap, MD
Edmund J Bini, MD, MPH
Biotest Pharmaceuticals 

Corporaton
Einar Bjornsson, MD, PhD
Joseph R Bloomer, MD
Adel Bozorgzadeh, MD, FACS
Evelio F Bravo-Fernandez, MD
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
John C Bucuvalas, MD
Juliet G Cervantes, MD
Wendy Cheng, MD
Steve S Choi, MD
Chuhan Chung, MD
Luis A Colombato, MD
Jeffrey S Crippin, MD
Orla Crosbie, MD, FRCPI
Rita C M A da Silva
Janna W den Ouden-Muller, MD
Anna Mae Diehl, MD
Hans P Dienes, MD
Son T Do, MD

Endo Ethicon Surgery
Gregory T Everson, MD
Emmanuel Farber, MD, PhD
Deborah K Freese, MD
Michael W Fried, MD
Scott L Friedman, MD
Maya Gambarin-Gelwan, MD
Gambro Industries
Jane M Geders, MD, PhD
Stephen A Geller, MD
Gilead Sciences
Christian Gluud, MD
Gregory J Gores, MD
Norman D Grace, MD
Ruth C Harris, MD
Kiyoshi Hasegawa, MD
J Michael Henderson, MD
Alan F Hofmann, MD
Zhi Hong, PhD
William R Hutson, MD
Gianfranco Iafrancesco, MD
Idenix/Novartis/Human Genome 

Sciences
Hirotsune Igimi, MD, PhD
Koji Ishii, MD
Donald M Jensen, MD
Sanjeev Kanoria 
Henry W Kao, MD
Neil Kaplowitz, MD
Adnan Khdair, MD, MRCP
Meya L Kindred, MD
Samuel A Kocoshis, MD
Frank J Konicek, MD, FACP
Ruud A Krom, MD, PhD
Lab21
Alexander T Lalos, MD
Patricia S Latham, MD
Joe F G Ledesma, BSChE, MBA

Carroll B Leevy, MD
Jianjun Li, MD
Karen L Lindsay, MD
Alec Yen Nien Lui, MD
Jacquelyn J Maher, MD
James F Martin, MD
Michael McDonnell, MD
Brian J McMahon, MD
Nahum Mendez-Sanchez, MD, PhD
Kenichiro Mikami, MD
Henry Y Mok, MD
John F Mullane, MD, PhD
Francesco Negro, MD
Gunnar PE Norkrans, MD, PhD
Novartis Pharmaceuticals
Robert K Ockner, MD
Jeremiah V Ojeaburu, MD
Isao Okazaki, MD, PhD
Jose G Oliva, MD
J Donald Ostrow, MD
Claire F Ozaki, MD
Antonio R Perez-Atayde, MD
Robert P Perrillo, MD
Marion G Peters, MD
Thu Thuy Pham Thi, MD
Paul J Pockros, MD
Julia Powers
PSC Partners Seeking a Cure
Patrick G Quinn, MD, FACP
Unnithan V Raghuraman, MD, FACG
Alexandra E Read, MD
Donald J Ritt, MD
The Roche Foundation
Roche Laboratories
Maribel Rodriguez-Torres, MD
David M Roseman, MD, FACD
David Rudnick, MD, PhD
Carlos Saad, MD

Salix Pharmaceuticals
Yutaka Sasaki, MD, PhD
Tilman Sauerbruch, MD
Ann O Scheimann, MD
Schering-Plough
Michael L Schilsky, MD
Richard A Schreiber, MD
Victor F Scott, MD
Thomas E Sepe, MD
Nikunj N Shah, MD, FACP
Thomas Shaw-Stiffel, MD
Alastair D Smith, MB, ChB
Coleman I Smith, MD
Lesley J Smith, MD, FRCPC
W Harley Sobin, MD
Richard K Sterling, MD
Jerry O Stern, MD
Irvin H Strub, MD
Frederick J Suchy, MD
Shigeo Sugano, MD
Bernardo Tanur, MD
Anthony S Tavill, MD
Brent A Tetri, MD
Vertex Pharmaceuticals
Gary D Volentine, MD
Francis R Weiner, MD
Jed Weissberg, MD
Eugene I Winkelman, MD
Stefan Wirth, MD
Teresa L Wright, MD
Alan C Yao, MD
Kentaro Yoshioka, MD, PhD
Colleen B Zak, RN
Mohammad Reza Zali, MD, FACG
Stephen D Zucker, MD

I
n 2007, AASLD was honored to receive $3,450,979 in support of AASLD’s research awards and education programs from the individuals and corporations 

named in the following pages. We gratefully acknowledge them for sharing AASLD’s vision to prevent and cure liver diseases and for investing in the scientific 

discovery in hepatology that ultimately improves the care of patients with liver disease.

This information reflects pledges and contributions made to AASLD in 2007. Every effort has been made to present accurate information.  In the event your listing was 

inadvertently omitted or is incorrect, please accept our apologies and report any discrepancies to us at 703-299-9766.
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Supporters
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In Honor  
and Memory
The following individuals and 
organ izat ions  have  made 
contributions in honor or in memory 
of valued friends and loved ones 
whose lives are or were impacted 
by liver disease: 

In Memory of  
Virgil Terrance “Terry” Baily
Dr. Roger and Natalie Woodrome

In Memory of Leah Brandeis
Sandy Hellman

In Memory of Robert K. Burns
Charles and Linda Baczek
Rebecca and Raymond Book
K. Wade and Johanna Messamore
Charles and Gail Patch
Rosemary Pryzbyc
Jay and Simone Shepard

In Memory of  
Katharine Emmet
Barnet and Lisa Fraenkel

In Memory of Vicki Heater
Mark and Sally Dyson
Donna Ellis
Bob and Alice Frantz
Manchester High School
Frances and George Metz
Kerry Stover
Terry and Kathy Winteregg

In Memory of Susan C. Ingram
Charles and Patricia DeVoe
Ross and Karen Floyd
Robert and Sandra Norman
Kerry and Sunny Tunnel

In Memory of Sudha Joshi
Sulabha Hardikar

In Memory of  
Dr. Carroll M. Leevy
Mark Sterling, MD

In Memory of Helen Lewey
Elizabeth Bommhardt
Charles and Joan Clifford
Kathleen Cote
Mary Keenan
S. and Linda Moriarty
James and Pauline Potter

In Memory of  
Nancy McFadden
Robert and Jacklyn Booth
Tony and Jill Capetto
D.H. and Dela Fuhrman
Helen Guerinot
Mary Lou Guerinot
Wayne and Vivi Hammond
Glenda and Warren Hunkapiller
Charles and Sheryl Loray
Joseph and Lisa Mazzeo
Robert W McFadden
Paul and Pamela Miller
Suzanne, Julie, and Amy O’Brian
Mark and Lisa Piazza
Perry and Kathleen Piccone
Lorenzo and Deborah Rotoli
Sandi Stoffel
Gerry and Charl Torrence
Jason Valian

In Memory of  
Brian Miramontez
Steve Brown
Amy and Mort Friedkin
Lissette Giorgi
Richard Goodman
Joseph Hurwich
The Jewish Community Foundation
George and Janet King
J. B. Leibovitch
Moses and Susan Libitzky
Harvey and Sherry Rowen

In Memory of Genelle E. Morgan
J.P. and Sarah Barrington
Leon and Anna Biggs
Billy Cowan
Nadean Emery
Rex and Christy Emery
Joseph Karmos
Howard and Catherine Ziegler

In Memory of William Pistone
Sylvia Allgaier
Samuel and Gina Latham
Vivie Price
Ann Stewart
Samuel and Sandra Taibi
Michael Wheeler

In Memory of Geoffrey Quill
Linda Shannon

In Memory of  
Jack Douglas Rogers, Jr.
Elizabeth Green
Janis O’Brien Watts
Tinsley Real Estate, Inc.

In Memory of  
Mercie Ruiz Carroll
Thomas and Jeannette Kepner
Joseph and Ada Spelz
David and Kacy Vercolen

In Memory of Linda Wolf
Yun Wol

In Honor of  
Her Mother 
Felicia O’Brien

Participants in the Nancy 
McFadden Memorial Golf 
Tournament
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Albright
Mr. Larry Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Andrew
Mr. and Mrs. John Baumann
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Benjamin
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Bode
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Booth
Mr. and Mrs. John Bratton
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Cal
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Cappetto
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Chikumura
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Coates
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Crain
Mr. Barry Crider
Mr. Richard Crowley
Dr. Leroy Davidson
Mr. and Mrs. William Davis
Ms. Zoe Erickson
Mr. Gerald Estes
Mr. Rick Frederickson
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Frost
Mr. and Mrs. Don Gowan
Mr. Michael Greene
Mr. Joseph Habenicht
Mr. and Mrs. David Hansen
Mr. and Mrs. Cott Helfen
Mr.and Mrs. Arne Helmerson
Mr.and Mrs. Charles Hering
Mr. Joe Hollandsworth
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Holm
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Iddings
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Jack
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. David Johnson
Mr. Terry Johnson and  

Ms. Susan Davis
Mr. Rod Kaseguma
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Kinsella
Mr. and Mrs. Bud Kopp
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Lane
Mr. Larry Larsen
Mr. and Mrs. William Lee
Ms. Marta Lindgren

Mr. and Mrs. Murry Malsbury
Mr. and Mrs. Skip Manning
Mr. Robert W McFadden
Mr. and Mrs. Tom McLaughlin
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Miller
Mr. Dewey Munro and  

Ms. Jan Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Nelson
Mr. W. Ngugi
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Ohmie
Mr. Michael Oliver
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Owings
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Parmley
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Pettibone
Mr. Frank Primiani
Mr. Greg Ray
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Reininger
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Richardson
Mr. Jeff Riddell
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Robinson
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Schmidt
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Simmons
Mr. Takasi Tsukamaki
Mr. Bret Thompson
Ms. Wendee Werner
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Wofford
Mr. and Mrs. Shu Yamanaka

If you would like to make a 
contribution or donation please note 
our address below.  The American 
Association for the Study of Liver 
Diseases (AASLD) is a non-profit, tax 
exempt organization (see our 2006 
audited financial report on page 
16).  Please include your contact 
information so that we may send you 
a confirmation for your tax records.  
If you are making a memorial 
contribution, AASLD can notify the 
family of your thoughtfulness on 
behalf of their loved one without 
disclosing the specific amount of 
your donation. Simply include the 
name of the individual in whose 
memory the contribution is being 
made and the appropriate family 
contact.

Please send your check  —  
payable to AASLD -— to:
AASLD
1001 North Fairfax, Suite 400 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Phone: 703-299-9766
Email:aasld@aasld.org

19



20   •   American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases

Code of Conduct for Members

1.  Professional Integrity:
	 Members should strive to improve the care and advance the health of their 

patients, advance medical knowledge and demonstrate the highest levels of 
professionalism.

	 Members shall comply with all AASLD policies including but not limited 
to AASLD bylaws, AASLD code of conduct as well as all laws, government 
regulations and requirements of other bodies governing the member on 
account of his or her professional status.

2.  Scientific Integrity:
	 All research will be conducted in accordance with the member’s institutional 

regulations and federal laws related to animal and human research and comply 
with the highest standards for the ethical treatment of animals and humans in 
research.

	 All research reported by members will comply with the rules of authorship as 
outlined by the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (1997).

	 All potential conflicts of interest that may potentially bias the conduct and/or 
reporting of the research must be disclosed by all members. 

3. Personal Integrity:
	 Members will use AASLD resources/logo for the benefit of AASLD and not for 

personal gain.  Thus, members will not:

•	 Use AASLD employees to perform services for a company/organization that 
the member has ownership interests or receives remuneration from.

•	 Engage in unauthorized use of AASLD resources to support an independent 
entity in which the member holds a financial or other interest.

•	 Use AASLD resources for personal use.

•	 Use the imprimatur of AASLD or ones relationship to AASLD to develop 
business and professional relationships that only benefit the individual.

•	 Influence negotiation of contracts between AASLD and other entities that the 
member has ownership or direct/indirect financial relationships with.

•	 Interfere with the audit process of the AASLD finances or attempt to influence 
the annual independent audit report.

	 Members shall disclose any relationships that pose or could be construed to 
pose potential conflict of interest such as relationships which may affect or 
appear to affect Association activities and decisions.

4.  Behavior to promote the mission of AASLD:
	 Members, when acting on behalf of AASLD, will make decisions that are in the 

best interests of AASLD.

	 Members will use privileged information that they have access to for the benefit 
of AASLD and avoid inappropriate use of such information.

Industry Guidelines

AASLD 
recognizes the importance of the 

relations between the pharmaceutical 

and medical device/equipment industry and healthcare professionals.  Several 

organizations have developed guidelines and codes of ethics on this subject.  

AASLD encourages its members to be aware of these guidelines:

 

•	Standards for Commercial Support 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME)

•	Code of Ethics on Interactions with Healthcare Professionals 
Advanced Medical Technology Association (AdvaMed)

•	Opinion 8.061 and other related guidance from the Code of Medical Ethics 
American Medical Association (AMA)

•	Compliance Program Guidance for Pharmaceutical Manufacturers 
Office of Inspector General (OIG)

•	PhRMA Code on Interactions with Healthcare Professionals 
Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA)



Introduction
The primary mission of the American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases 
(AASLD) is to be the leading organization advancing the science and practice of 
hepatology, thereby promoting liver health and optimal care of patients with liver 
and biliary tract diseases.

AASLD may promote these goals by accepting external funds such as grants, 
sponsorships, or gifts in support of activities designed to meet the mission 
statement.  One of the major sources of external funds over the past several years 
has been industry, and this has the potential to raise concern that the membership 
and leaders of our organization may perceive this as a potential area of conflict of 
interest.  The AASLD Ethics Committee was requested to provide a written policy 
document that offers guidelines for the negotiation and acceptance of external 
funds to support AASLD’s mission.  Individuals and groups which solicit funds on 
behalf of AASLD should not only be familiar with these guidelines but clearly work 
within the boundaries that are designated by this policy statement.  This document 
represents the first statement of its kind for AASLD and may be amended by the 
Ethics Committee subject to final approval by the AASLD Governing Board.

Background
External funds may help AASLD pursue its mission in several ways.  They may 
be offered to AASLD as either restricted (pass-through) or unrestricted grants.  
Examples include:

Unrestricted Funds

1.	To enable AASLD to undertake initiatives to promote patient care, teaching, and 
research in liver diseases beyond the capability of internal funds.

2.	To assist in improving the quality of AASLD meetings by allowing the Association 
to reimburse speakers, provide honoraria, furnish amenities, and support State-
of-the-Art Lectures or Single Topic Conferences (STCs).

3.	To assist AASLD in providing services of value to members that advance the 
goals of the society, such as the Web site, that are currently beyond the capability 
of internal funds.

Restricted (Pass-through) Funds

These are funds offered to AASLD by industry in the form of grants to promote 
training of fellows, associates, etc.  These funds are unencumbered in that they 
are under the exclusive control of AASLD.

While external, unrestricted funds potentially allow AASLD to pursue worthwhile 
activities that it might otherwise have to forego, any financial relationship with an 
external funder, particularly those developed in conjunction with the pharmaceutical 
industry, may create the appearance of a potential conflict of interest for AASLD.  
Regardless of whether or not the perceived conflict of interest results in inappropriate 
professional behavior, its appearance may be damaging to AASLD’s reputation.  
This is particularly true when external funding is from for-profit companies such as 
the pharmaceutical or medical device industries (or not-for-profit entities funded 

largely by for-profit companies such as medical communications companies); 
and when the amount of external funding, particularly when derived from a single 
source, becomes large enough to create dependence.

Guidelines for the  
Acceptance of External Funds
General Policy
AASLD may accept external funds for high quality projects that are:

•	Consistent with its mission for research, education, and improved patient care,

•	Are particularly well suited to be conducted by AASLD,

•	Meet an education need currently unmet by limitations in internal funds, and

•	Are free of commercial bias.

Limits to External Funding
“Internal” funds are considered revenues from dues, meeting and course 
registrations, serial publications (including subscriptions and royalties from 
Hepatology and Liver Transplantation), sales of products and services, return 
on financial investments, and donations from individuals.  “External” funds are 
revenues from all other sources including industry sponsorship.  Dependence is 
potentially created when AASLD’s core operations become too reliant on external 
funding.  External, restricted funds that “pass through” AASLD to other individuals 
and groups for the accomplishment of specific projects do not necessarily create 
dependence, nor do funds that are saved for future disbursement for these 
purposes.  It is the proportion of external, unrestricted funds that are used in 
support of administrative costs that if too high, raise concerns about dependence.  
In this context, it is recommended that external funds used specifically for AASLD 
administrative operations and included in the operating budget not exceed that 
section of the budget coming from internal funding during the term of any strategic 
planning period (customarily 5 years).

Educational Assurances
As required by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME), AASLD must retain ultimate control over educational content, selection 
of speakers, review of educational materials, selection of research for presentation, 
or other public activities with scientific content that are financed with external funds.  
Courses, workshops, or other educational presentations at the Annual or other 
national meetings are considered educational projects from the perspective of this 
policy.  AASLD’s educational projects comply with ACCME guidelines to ensure its 
independence from the interests of external funders.

Policy on Acceptance & Disclosure of External Funds
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Research Awards
AASLD determines the process for the selection of award recipients and other 
activities for the conduct of research awards that are supported in part or entirely 
by external funding.

Training Awards
In like measure, AASLD retains control over selection of candidates for advanced 
hepatology fellowships and nurse practitioner/physician assistant fellowship awards.

Intellectual Property
When AASLD serves as the primary entity accepting external funds for a research 
or educational project, it reserves the right to all intellectual properties resulting 
from the project.  When AASLD collaborates with another entity, such as a 
medical communications company that seeks funds for a project on behalf of 
AASLD, AASLD also retains all rights to the intellectual properties resulting from 
the project.

Budgets
When externally funded research or educational projects require using AASLD 
resources at the central office, a budget for those activities is negotiated between 
the AASLD Executive Director or their designee in conjunction with the AASLD 
Executive Committee and/or Governing Board to cover the direct costs of AASLD’s 
participation.  The final budget for each project, including any deviations from the 
usual overhead rate, is approved by the AASLD Executive Committee and/or 
Governing Board.

Projects with an Internal Selection Process
When AASLD accepts external funds for research or educational projects that 
involve a competitive selection process with submitted proposals, the external 
funder has no input in the selection criteria for which proposals will receive funding, 
and receives information about which proposals did receive funding only after a 
decision has been made.

Awards
When AASLD accepts external funds for awards that reflect acknowledgement for 
work already completed, awardees are selected based on criteria established by 
AASLD.  The sponsor has no input in the selection criteria or selection of the award 
recipient.  The sponsor cannot impose obligations on the recipient of an award.

Access to AASLD Members
Access to its members is not a condition of support from an external funder, 
including access through discussions by representatives of the external funder at 
regional or national meetings.

Disclosure of Support
AASLD discloses all sponsored activities that are partially or completely financed by 
external funds, including but limited to research awards, presentations, publications, 
and support of policy efforts (see subsequent section of procedures for disclosure).  

AASLD establishes levels of recognition based upon the magnitude of support that 
are consistently managed and based upon predefined criteria.

Business Relationships
AASLD may establish a business relationship with an individual, group, or 
organization for the development of journals, books, software, or other educational 
products.  However, acceptance of any funds that come to AASLD from these 
relationships are governed by these guidelines for external funding of projects.  It 
is appropriate that recognition be given to a sponsor for production and distribution 
of meeting bags and program gooks for the Annual Meeting, but under no 
circumstances is it allowable to use such devices to endorse, develop, distribute, 
or sell products such as pharmaceuticals, medical devices, diagnostics, or other 
products purported to have a direct health benefit to patients.

Acknowledgements
Tasteful acknowledgement of external funders is made in AASLD’s publications, 
meeting materials, or reports of project results, as appropriate.  These 
acknowledgements do not advertise any products or services of the funder.  Ultimate 
decisions about the tastefulness and appropriateness of any acknowledgements 
of external funding rest with AASLD.

Advertising
AASLD journals accept advertisements for medically-related products and services.  
Final judgment regarding the appropriateness and acceptability of advertisements 
rests with the journal’s editorial staff.  Advertising in any other venues is approved 
by the AASLD Executive Committee and/or Governing Board.

Procedures for Reviewing External Funding
All AASLD members, staff, or consultants involved in negotiations with external 
funders should be familiar with this policy.  The initiation of the approval process 
should begin early in any quest for external funding ideally when a member or 
group of members first conceives of a project requiring external funding, or when 
an AASLD member or group of members is first approached by an external funder 
about a potential project requesting AASLD’s participation.  The AASLD President 
approves any quest for external funding, determines the appropriate level of funding 
for each project, and may consult the AASLD Executive Committee if a conflict of 
interest issue is perceived.  Should the Executive Committee have any concerns 
about either a real or perceived conflict of interest issue, the Executive Committee 
may refer the issue to the AASLD Ethics Committee for further review.

Procedures for Disclosure of External Funding
When external funding supports presentations or awards at the Annual Meeting, 
the program for the meeting indicates the source and nature of external support.  As 
required by ACCME, speakers must disclose whether any part of their presentation 
resulted from external funding and whether they have any personal financial interest 
in the subject matter of the presentation.
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Basic Research Committee 
Chair: Gyongyi Szabo, MD, PhD^

Clinical Research Committee 
Chair: John G McHutchison, MD 

Nizar N Zein, MD*

Annual Meeting Education Committee  
Chair: Hugo E Vargas, MD^

Education Oversight Committee 
Chair:  Jacquelyn J Maher, MD^

Ethics Committee 
Chair:  Anthony S Tavill, MD 

Henry C Bodenheimer, Jr, MD*

Finance Committee 
Chair: Luis A Balart, MD 

Vinod K Rustgi, MD*

Hepatology Associates Committee 
Chair:  Ruth J Corbett, MSN, ARNP 

Karen Luken, MS, ARNP*

International Relations Advisory 
Committee 

Chair: John M Vierling, MD, FACP^

Journals Publications Committee 
Chair:  Michael W Fried, MD^

Membership Committee 
Chair:  Robert L Carithers, MD^

NIH Liaison Committee 
Chair:  Thomas D Boyer, MD 

Anna Mae Diehl, MD*

Nominating Committee 
Chair:  John M Vierling, MD, FACP 

Gregory J Gores, MD*

Practice Guidelines Committee 
Chair:  Margaret C Shuhart, MD, MS^

Program Evaluation Committee 
Chair:  Linda Greenbaum, MD^

Public Policy Committee 
Chair:  Adrian M Di Bisceglie, MD, FACP 

Karen L Lindsay, MD*

Scientific Program Committee 
Co-chairs:  Gregory J Gores, MD 

and Jacquelyn J Maher, MD^ 
Arthur J McCullough, MD* 

Surgery and Liver Transplantation 
Committee 

Chair:  Sandy Feng, MD, PhD^

Training and Clinical Policy 
Committee 

Chair: Don C Rockey, MD 
Steven K Herrine, MD*

*indicates 2008 committee chair
^indicates 2007-2008 committee 

chair

Committee Chairs

President
Arthur J McCullough, MD

Cleveland Clinic Foundation
Cleveland, OH

President-Elect
Scott L Friedman, MD

Mount Sinai School of Medicine
New York, NY

Secretary
Jacquelyn J Maher, MD
University of California

San Francisco, CA

Treasurer
Michael R Lucey, MD

University of Wisconsin School  
of Medicine and Public Health

Madison, WI

Past-President
Gregory J Gores, MD

Mayo Clinic College of Medicine
Rochester, MN

Councilors
Arun J Sanyal, MD

Virginia Commonwealth University
Richmond, VA

T Jake Liang, MD
National Institutes of Health

Bethesda, MD

Guadalupe Garcia-Tsao, MD
Yale University School of Medicine

New Haven, CT

Councilors-at-Large
Gary L Davis, MD

Baylor University Medical Center
Dallas, TX

Douglas W Hanto, MD, PhD
Harvard Medical School

Boston, MA

Douglas R LaBrecque, MD
University of Iowa Hospitals  

& Clinics
Iowa City, IA

2008 Governing Board

President
Gregory J Gores, MD

Mayo Clinic College of Medicine 
Rochester, MN

President-Elect
Arthur J McCullough, MD

Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
Cleveland, OH

Secretary
Jacquelyn J Maher, MD
University of California 

San Francisco, CA

Treasurer
Vinod K Rustgi, MD

Georgetown University Medical Center 
Fairfax, VA

Past-President
John M Vierling, MD, FACP
Baylor College of Medicine 

Houston, TX

Councilors
Scott L Friedman, MD

Mount Sinai School of Medicine 
New York, NY

Arun J Sanyal, MD
Virginia Commonwealth University 

Richmond, VA

T Jake Liang, MD
National Institutes of Health 

Bethesda, MD

Councilors-at-Large
Laurie D DeLeve, MD, PhD

University of Southern California 
Keck School of Medicine 

Los Angeles, CA

Gary L Davis, MD
Baylor University Medical Center 

Dallas, TX

Douglas W Hanto, MD, PhD
Harvard Medical School 

Boston, MA
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Executive Division 
Sherrie H Cathcart, CAE 

Executive Director

Paula McGraw 
Information Technology Manager/

Business Analyst

Audrey Davis-Owino 
Manager of Governance and Practice 

Guidelines

Administration and Finance 
Nellie Sarkissian 

Chief Operations Officer

Mark Islam 
Controller

Catherine Juico 
Junior Accountant

Chloe Somers 
Office Manager

Communications and  
Public Policy 

Gregory Bologna, CAE 
Director of Communications

Ann Tracy 
Publications Manager

Alan Manton 
Editorial Assistant

Kareytis Martinez 
Editorial Assistant

Paul Brito 
Administrative Assistant

Education and Meetings 
Julie Deal 

Deputy Executive Director

Janeil Klett 
Director of Education

Melissa Parrish 
Assistant Director of Meetings 

Edward Pramuk 
Education Manager

Diane Freeman 
Meetings Coordinator

Colin Unser 
Education/Abstract Coordinator

Professional Relations 
Lee Bryan Claassen, CAE 

Director of Professional Relations

Denise Davis 
Assistant Director of Professional 

Relations

Jan Heffron 
Manager of Member Services 

Roger Riddell 
Web Manager

Kristin Hutcherson 
Professional Relations Coordinator

Jennifer Reginald 
Marketing Coordinator

Cassandra Johnson 
Member Services Representative

1950 – 1951 
Leon Schiff, MD

1951 – 1952 
Paul Gyorgy, MD

1952 – 1953 
Jesse L Bollman, PhD

1953 – 1954 
Franklin Hanger, MD

1954 – 1955 
Robert M Kark, MD

1955 – 1956 
Wade Volwiler, MD

1956 – 1957 
Gerald Klatskin, MD

1957 – 1958 
Thomas C Chalmers, MD

1958 – 1959 
Richard B Capps, MD

1959 – 1960 
George J Gabuzda, MD

1960 – 1961 
Stanley Hartroft, MD

1961 – 1962 
Hugh R Butt, MD, MS

1962 – 1963 
Hans Popper, MD

1963 – 1964 
Telfer B Reynolds, MD

1964 – 1965 
Rudi Schmid, MD, PhD

1965 – 1966 
Robert E Shank, MD

1966 – 1967 
Kurt J Isselbacher, MD

1967 – 1968 
Carroll M Leevy, MD

1968 – 1969 
Archie H Baggenstoss, MD

1969 – 1970 
Richard C Britton, MD

1970 – 1971 
Allan G Redeker, MD

1971 – 1972 
Burton Combes, MD

1972 – 1973 
Harold O Conn, MD

1973 – 1974 
John R Senior, MD

1974 – 1975 
William HJ Summerskill, MD

1975 – 1976 
Irwin M Arias, MD

1976 – 1977 
Fenton Schaffner, MD

1977 – 1978 
Robert Zeppa, MD

1978 – 1979 
Harold J Fallon, MD

1979 – 1980 
James L Boyer, MD

1980 – 1981 
Steven Schenker, MD

1981 – 1982 
Willis C Maddrey, MD

1982 – 1983 
Lee E Forker, MD

1983 – 1984 
Robert K Ockner, MD

1984 – 1985 
Alan F Hofmann, MD

1985 – 1986 
Marcus A Rothschild, MD

1986 – 1987 
J Donald Ostrow, MD

1987 – 1988 
David H Van Thiel, MD

1988 – 1989 
Paul D Berk, MD

1989 – 1990 
Roger Lester, MD

1990 – 1991 
Michael F Sorrell, MD

1991 – 1992 
Jay H Hoofnagle, MD

1992 – 1993 
Estaban Mezey, MD

1993 – 1994 
John L Gollan, MD, PhD

1994 – 1995 
D Montgomery Bissell, MD

1995 – 1996 
Anthony S Tavill, MD

1996 – 1997 
Nicholas F La Russo, MD

1997 – 1998 
Neil Kaplowitz, MD

1998 – 1999 
Joseph R Bloomer, MD

1999 – 2000 
William F Balistreri, MD

2000 – 2001 
Eugene R Schiff, MD

2001 – 2002 
Thomas D Boyer, MD

2002 – 2003 
Frederick J Suchy, MD

2003 – 2004 
Bruce R Bacon, MD

2004 – 2005 
Teresa L Wright, MD

2005 – 2006 
John M Vierling, MD, FACP

2006 – 2007 
Gregory J Gores, MD

Past Presidents

Staff



Upcoming Events

2008
May 17 – 22
Digestive Disease Week®

San Diego, California

June 6 – 8
Henry M and Lillian Stratton
Basic Research Single Topic Conference
Pathobiology of Biliary Epithelia and  
Cholangiocarcinoma
Atlanta, Georgia

July 24 – 26
Hepatitis Single Topic Conference
Viral Hepatitis Therapy: Lessons to be  
Learned from HIV
Chicago, Illinois

September 5 – 7
Clinical Research Single Topic Conference
Circulatory and Renal Failure in Cirrhosis: 
Mechanisms and Emerging Therapies
Atlanta, Georgia

September 15
ALEH/AASLD/EASL Postgraduate Course
From Fibrosis to Liver Cancer: Advances in 
Prevention, Diagnosis, and Treatment
Margarita Island, Venezuela

September 19 – 20 
Transplant Hepatology Review Course
Chicago, Illinois

 
 
October 31 – November 4
The Liver Meeting®

AASLD 59th Annual Meeting
San Francisco, California

Sessions in conjunction with The Liver Meeting®

(This schedule is subject to change)
October 31

AASLD/ASGE Endoscopy Course
AASLD/ILTS Transplant Course
AASLD/NASPGHAN Pediatric Symposium
AASLD Career Development Workshop
AASLD Postgraduate Course

November 1
AASLD Postgraduate Course

November 2
AASLD/NCI/NIH Corner
AASLD General Hepatology Update
AASLD Hepatology Associates Course
AASLD Research Workshop
International Association for the  
    Study of the Liver
    IASL 50th Anniversary Meeting

       (Held in conjunction with  
       The Liver Meeting®)

December 6
Endpoints Single Topic Conference
Design of Clinical Trials in Primary  
Biliary Cirrhosis

Atlanta, Georgia

2009
March 20 – 24
International Symposium on Viral Hepatitis  
and Liver Diseases
Washington, DC

May 30 – June 4
Digestive Disease Week®

Chicago, Illinois

October 30 – November 3
The Liver Meeting®

AASLD 60th Annual Meeting
Boston, Massachusetts

December
Endpoints Single Topic Conference
NAFLD – Nonalcoholic Fatty Liver Disease

Atlanta, Georgia

2010
May
Digestive Disease Week®

October 29 – November 2
The Liver Meeting®

AASLD 61st Annual Meeting
Boston, Massachusetts

December
Endpoints Single Topic Conference
Fibrosis

Atlanta, Georgia

2011
May
Digestive Disease Week®

November 4 – 8
The Liver Meeting®

AASLD 62nd Annual Meeting
San Francisco, California

Note: Dates and locations are subject  

to change.
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