
I f you have not been receiving the
weekly AASLD E-News or other
email announcements, your spam

filter may be blocking our messages.
AASLD mass emails are sent through
MagnetMail, and we are always trying
to increase deliverability while faced
with the challenge of spam filters. 
If you think our messages are being
blocked, please take the steps listed
below to white list us.  If you have a
personal account such as Yahoo or
AOL, you will have to white list us 
at the desktop level. If your email is
through an institution, (e.g. an .edu
extension), you will have to white list
us at the server level (refer to #2).

1. Desktop Level White Listing:

For white listing at the desktop level,
you will need the return address, which
is: aasld@aasld.org.

AOL Subscribers: 

1. From your mailbox screen click on
the drop down arrow to the right of
the ‘Mail Options’ and then click 
on Address Book.

2. Click the Add button (Add Contact
for version 8.0). 

3. Type in or cut and paste the supplied
return email address into the
‘Screen Name’ block, and then click
Save. 
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Hotmail Subscribers: 

1. Select the Options links in the
upper right of the screen. 

2. Click on Junk E-Mail Protection.

3. Click on Safe List. 

Type in or cut and paste the supplied
return email address into the box and
then click Add. 

Yahoo Subscribers: 

1. From your mailbox screen click on
the drop down arrow to the right of
the ‘Addresses’ and then click on
Add Contact.

2. Type in or cut and paste the supplied
return email address into the Email
box and then click Save.

MSN Subscribers:

MSN 8
1. Click on E-mail settings. 

2. Click on the Junk Mail link. 

3. Click on Safe List. 

4. Click on Add an item to this list. 

5. Type in or cut and paste the supplied
return email address into the Safe
List box and then click Add. 

MSN 9
1. Click on Settings: E-mail | Junk 

e-mail. 

FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  PPRREESSIIDDEENNTT

The Liver Meeting®

Returns to Boston

Congratu-
lations to
our many

members who
made AASLD’s
multifaceted
program at
DDW in Los
Angeles such 
a success. The

program planning committee and
AASLD staff deserve special kudos
for assembling and producing a
diverse program that included pre-
sentations of new basic science and
clinical research findings, seven
clinical symposia addressing impor-
tant issues for the practice of hepa-
tology, and five state-of-the-art 
lectures, which attracted standing-
room-only audiences.

Our attention now shifts to
preparing for The Liver Meeting®

2006, which returns to the Hynes
Convention Center in Boston
October 27-31. We have received 
a record number of abstract sub-
missions for review by our hard
working abstract review commit-
tees. Please remember that the 

(See PRESIDENT, p. 10)

Are You Receiving AASLD E-News?

John M. Vierling, MD
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Dr. George Ioannou, acting assis-
tant professor of medicine at the
University of Washington and

staff physician at the Veterans Affairs
Puget Sound Health Care System, has
been chosen as one of the recipients 
of the Jan Albrecht Clinical Research
Awards in Liver Disease for 2006.  The
award, which consists of $150,000 in
salary support over two years, will fund
his project Liver Transplantation for
Hepatocellular Carcinoma in the MELD
Allocation Era.    

With this project, Dr. Ioannou
hopes to determine whether there is
truly any room for expanding the
Milan criteria for liver transplantation
for HCC without compromising the
chance for post-transplant survival.
He feels that a shortage of good treat-
ment options is a problem that hepa-
tologists face on a daily basis; although
liver transplantation is a good solution,
a shortage of organs prevents the trans-
plant option from being available to
numerous patients.  

Dr. George Ioannou Receives the Jan Albrecht Award

When asked to define what the Jan
Albrecht Award means to him, Dr.
Ioannou replies that “from a practical
standpoint, the award was a way to give
me protected research time.  Beyond
that, it is recognition of my work, and
that means a lot to me.”  He feels that
the award will help him to pursue his

long term goals of focusing more of his
career on HCC research and high
quality epidemiological work.  He
states that the most rewarding aspect of
his work is “formulating the right kind
of question that is both rewarding and
answerable.  This can lead to changes
in the way we treat patients.”

Dr. Ioannou was born and raised in
Cyprus, and earned both his bachelors
and medical degrees from Oxford Uni-
versity in England.  A belief that “post
graduate work and research opportuni-
ties are best here” led him to the
United States in 1997, where he spent
three years completing his residency at
Duke University in Durham, North
Carolina before beginning his career
with the University of Washington.
Dr. Ioannou and his wife Jannicke cur-
rently reside in Seattle with their chil-
dren, Nikolas and Isabelle. 

Support of the AASLD Jan Albrecht
Award by Schering-Plough is gratefully
acknowledged.

Dr. George Ioannou

Late-Breaking Abstracts Deadline August 9

AASLD will consider late-
breaking abstracts for The
Liver Meeting®, held October

27–31, 2006, in Boston. The dead-
line to submit a late-breaking
abstract is August 9. The submission
fee is $250.

Late-breaking abstracts are
reviewed similar to regular submis-
sions; however, only a few are chosen
to be presented. 

Abstracts should only be sub-
mitted as late-breaking abstracts if
they meet the following criteria: 

• The research should be either
results of a large clinical study or
translational research of high
impact.  Competitive late-breaking

abstracts should report study results
of high therapeutic relevance, diag-
nostic importance, or information
impacting on current patient man-
agement.

• Key aspects of the research must be
conducted after the abstract sub-
mitter closed on June 7, 2006.

• Late-breaking abstracts cannot be a
revision of an abstract submitted
prior to the submission deadline.

• Late-breaking abstracts must not
have been presented, accepted for
presentation, or published in any
other scientific venue.

• Late-breaking abstracts that are not
accepted for presentation will not
be presented in any manner during
The Liver Meeting®.

Members Making 
a Difference

AASLD members make an
impact on the lives they touch
every day. NEWS would like to

take the opportunity to highlight our
members and share their stories. 

If you have an anecdote about a
member and their exceptional
actions helping a patient, working in
the community, or otherwise making
a difference, we would like to hear
from you. Anyone can submit a story
about a member for consideration by
emailing lprice@aasld.org. Pictures
are also encouraged. 

NEWS will highlight some of our
outstanding members in each issue,
in an effort to share their stories and
show our appreciation. 
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Dr. Ravi R. Jhaveri, Assistant 
Professor in Pediatrics at Duke
University Medical Center, has

been chosen as one of the recipients for
the 2006 Sheila Sherlock Clinical and
Translational Research Awards. The
award will provide $150,000 in salary
support for two years for Dr. Jhaveri’s
project Investigating the Pathogenesis 
of Steatosis in Hepatitis C Genotype 3
Infection.

With the Sherlock Award, his first
independent grant, Dr. Jhaveri begins
his assimilation from pediatric infec-
tious diseases to the hepatology research
community. 

“Becoming a part of this community
will help me during the course of my
career to present my research and
receive feedback from expert peers in
the field and to cultivate collaborative
projects,” he said.

Dr. Jhaveri received his medical
degree from Mount Sinai School of
Medicine in New York in 1996, and
during his pediatric residency at the
University of Chicago became inter-
ested in infectious diseases. 

“I enjoy the breadth of the field and
the patients that I interact with,” said
Dr. Jhaveri. “Also, pediatric infectious

Ravi R. Jhaveri Receives 2006 Sheila Sherlock Award

diseases is an almost purely academic
field, and I knew early on that I wanted
to be an academic physician.” 

He credits his hepatology attending
physician during that residency with
motivating him to study the hepatitis C
virus during his subsequent fellowship
at UCLA, an interest that continued as 
he joined the Duke University Medical
Center.

In the process of studying the patho-
genesis of steatosis in HCV, Dr. Jhaveri

observed that HCV genotype 3 might
have viral factors in association with
steatosis, resulting in his current
project. 

“I have been working with my 
colleagues John McHutchison, Keyur
Patel, and Anna Mae Diehl to isolate
viral genetic material from patient 
samples and examine the proteins by
expressing them in the laboratory,” 
Dr. Jhaveri said. “We have discovered
some interesting differences in one of
the viral proteins that appears to cause
increased fat in cultured liver cells.  
We are currently working to determine
the mechanism behind the fat accumu-
lation.”

While Dr. Jhaveri enjoys each of 
the roles that he fills in his current posi-
tion—basic researcher, skilled clinician,
teacher, and mentor—he admits that
while trying to do everything may have
a downside, the satisfaction is worth it.
When he is not focusing on his career,
Dr. Jhaveri enjoys spending time with
his wife and daughter, traveling to new
places, and enjoying sports.

Support of the AASLD Sheila Sherlock
Award by Roche is gratefully acknowl-
edged.

Dr. Ravi R. Jhaveri

Liver Docs Spend a Day at the AASLD
Central Office

What is a day in the life of a
“liver doctor” really like? Do
they really see patients

throughout the day before running off
to perform life-saving surgery, all the
while reviewing papers and preparing
speeches when a spare moment pres-
ents itself? And how does an organiza-
tion like AASLD fit into the mix?

The AASLD central office staff was
fortunate to have these, and as well as
many other, questions answered on
March 27 when Drs. Gregory Gores,
Arthur McCullough, and Scott

Friedman visited the Alexandria, Vir-
ginia office. Staff was afforded the rare
treat of an inside look into the life of a
hepatologist and given the opportunity
to have an open discussion with
AASLD members. 

Dr. Gores also invited a patient to
speak with the staff, bringing in the
reality of our members’ daily missions as
doctors. Discussing the impact of liver
disease on herself, her family, and her
friends, Dr. Gores’ patient reinforced
the staff ’s appreciation for our members
and our mission as an association.

Members On 
the Move

Dr. Teddy Bader has moved
from the Nazih Zuhdi Trans-
plantation Institute in Okla-

homa City, OK, and has joined the
University of Oklahoma School of
Medicine and Veteran’s Hospital as
Associate Professor of Medicine in
the section of gastroenterology.

If you are moving locations and
would like to share that informa-
tion with your colleagues, please
email lprice@aasld.org.
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Applicants for Regular
Membership
Phillip B. Amidon, MD,

FACP
Skowhegan, ME

Robert A. Anders, MD, PhD
John Hopkins Hospital
Baltimore, MD

Julio C. Ayala, MD
Gastroenterology and 

Hepatology Associates, PC
Cambridge, MA

Ruba K. Azzam, MD
University of Chicago Comer

Children’s Hospital
Chicago, IL

Jasmohan Bajaj, MD
Medical College of 

Wisconsin
Milwaukee, WI

Olivier Barbier, PhD
CHUL Research Center
Quebec, Canada

Robert L. Barclay, MD,
FRCPC

Rockford Gastroenterology
Associates, Ltd.

Rockford, IL

Michael D. Bernstein, MD
Coney Island Hospital
Brooklyn, NY

Florian K. Bihl, MD
Massachusetts General 

Hospital
Charlestown, MA

AASLD Applicants for Membership

Kevin E. Bove, MD
Cincinnati Children’s 

Hospital
Cincinnati, OH

Adel Bozorgzadeh, MD,
FACS

University of Rochester 
Medical Center

Rochester, NY

Elizabeth J. Carey, MD
Mayo Clinic
Phoenix, AZ

Joseph S. Cody, MD
Baystate Medical Center
Southwick, MA

Wael Dahhan, MD
GI Medicine Associates, PC
Detroit, MI

Son T. Do, MD
Digestive Health Associates

of Texas
Plano, TX

Stanley D. Drake, MD
Kaiser Permanente
Washington, DC

Ewa Ellis, PhD
University of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, PA

Rima L. Fawaz, MD
Weston, MA

David P. Foley, MD
University of Florida College

of Medicine
Gainesville, FL

Bin Gao, MD, PhD
NIAAA/NIH
Bethesda, MD

Shelley George, MD
Idenix Pharmaceuticals
Cambridge, MA

Wolfram Goessling, MD,
PhD

Massachusetts General 
Hospital

West Roxbury, MA

H. Preston Holley, MD
NABI Biopharmaceuticals
Rockville, MD

Khozema Bakir Hussain, MD
University of Kansas Medical

Center
Overland Park, KS

Hoonbae Jeon, MD
University of Kentucky 

College of Medicine
Lexington, KY

Carolina  Jimenez-Rivera,
MD

University of Ottawa
Ontario, Canada

Thomas Kelleher, MD
Beth Israel Deaconess 

Medical Center
Allston, MA

Ross S. Kendall, MD
East Tennessee Pediatric 

Gastroenterology, PLLC
Knoxville, TN

Chaudhary Mobin Khan, MD
Midwest Gastroenterology

and Hepatology
St Louis, MO

Per the AASLD by-laws, below are the names of the
Spring 2006 applicants requesting Regular, Interna-
tional, Associate, and membership in AASLD.  Current

members have until June 30, 2006, to submit any questions or

concerns regarding applicants to the central office.  All
approved applicants will be granted membership effective
July 1, 2006.

Sandeep Khurana, MBBS
University of Maryland

School of Medicine
Baltimore, MD

Mary T. Killackey, MD
Albert Einstein Medical

Center
Philadelphia, PA

Jae-Sung Kim, PhD
University of Florida-

Gainesville
Gainesville, FL

Gregory Kobak, MD
Children’s Hospital of the

King’s Daughters
Norfolk, VA

Lisa A. Krugner-Higby,
DVM, PhD

University of Wisconsin-
Madison

Madison, WI

K Shiva Kumar, MD
Ochsner Clinic Foundation
Metairie, LA

Timothy Kuo, MD
Brigham & Women’s 

Hospital
Boston, MA

Amethyst C. Kurbegov, MD,
MPH

University of Miami
Miami, FL

Maria Rita Lepe, MD
Baylor University Medical

Center
Dallas, TX
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(APPLICANTS, from p. 5)

Cynthia Levy, MD
North Florida/South Georgia

VA Medical Center
Gainesville, FL

Patricia Lopez, MD
Mount Sinai Medical Center
New York, NY

Acisclo M. Marxuach, MD
Fundacion de Investigacion

de Diego
Guaynabo, Puerto Rico

Valerie A. McLin, MD
Texas Children’s Liver

Center
Houston, TX

Brett P. Monia, PhD
Isis Pharmaceuticals, Inc
Carlsbad, CA

Abdullah Mubarak, MD
Albert Einstein Medical

Center
Philadelphia, PA

Ezequiel Neimark, MD
Hasbro Children’s Hospital
Providence, RI

Justin H. Nguyen, MD
Mayo Clinic, Jacksonville
Jacksonville, FL

Michael Oertel, PhD
Albert Einstein College of

Medicine
Bronx, NY

Jeremiah V. Ojeaburu, MD
Federal Way, WA

Mauricio Orrego, MD
Albert Einstein Medical

Center
Philadelphia, PA

Brian Pearlman, MD, FACP
Atlanta Medical Center
Atlanta, GA

Gopal A. Ramaraju, MD
New Jersey Medical School
Fords, NJ

Jyotsna Ravi, MD
Maricopa Medical Center
Scottsdale, AZ

Yuliya Rekhtman, MD
Georgetown University 

Hospital
Washington, DC

Richard J. Rohrer, MD
Tufts University School 

of Medicine
Boston, MA

Robert A. Roth, PhD
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI

Robert A. Sable, MD
Albert Einstein College of

Medicine
Bronx, NY

Kirsten C. Sadler-Edepli,
PhD

Mount Sinai School of 
Medicine

New York, NY

Amandeep K. Sahota, MD
USC Keck School of 

Medicine
Los Angeles, CA

John J. Santoro, DO
Atlantic Gastroenterology

Association
Egg Harbor Township, NJ

Atul T. Shah, MD
Jacinto Medical Center
Baytown, TX

Jill Smith, MD
Pennsylvania State 

University
Hershey, PA

Kristin K. Snow, MSc, ScD
New England Research

Institutes
Watertown, MA

Jaime S. Solana de Lope, MD
Hospital Espanol De Mexico
Huixquilucan, Mexico

Shikha Sundaram, MD,
MSCI

Childrens Memorial Hospital
Chicago, IL

Bachir Taouli, MD
NYU Medical Center 

Radiology
New York, NY

Shuping Tong, MD, PhD
Liver Research Center
Providence, RI

Renuka Umashanker, MD
Gastroenterology Center of

CT, PC
Hamden, CT

Mark J. Walsh, MD
Capital District Health

Authority
Nova Scotia, Canada

Xiaodong Wang, PhD
Mount Sinai School of 

Medicine
New York, NY

Julie M. Winn, MD
UC San Diego
San Diego, CA

Lorinda M. Wright, PhD
Saint Louis University
Fenton, MO

Stavra Xanthakos, MD
Cincinnati Children’s 

Hospital
Cincinnati, OH

Alan C. Yao, MD
Elmhurst Hospital Center
New Hyde Park, NY

Zhi Zhong, MD
Medical University of South

Carolina
Charleston, SC

Applicants for 
International 
Membership
Kaushik Agarwal, MBBS,

MRCP
Regional Liver and 

Transplant Unit
Newcastle Upon Tyne,

United Kingdom

Carol S. Blair, MD, MRCP
Centre for Liver & Digestive

Disorders
Edinburgh, United Kingdom

Yi-Cheng Chen, MD
Ghang Gung Memorial 

Hospital
Taipei, Taiwan

Woo Jin Chung, MD
Keimyung University

Dongsan Medical Center
Daegu, South Korea

Gennaro D’Amico, MD
Ospedale V Cervello
Palermo, Italy

Robert J. De Knegt, MD, PhD
Erasmus Medical Center
Rotterdam, Netherlands

Janna W. den Ouden-Muller,
MD

Sint Franciscus Gasthuis 
Gastroenterology/
Hepatology

Strijen, Netherlands

Helen M Evans, MD
Starship Children’s Hospital
Auckland, New Zealand

Liam J. Fanning, BSc, PhD
National University of 

Ireland
Cork, Ireland

Jaeseak Hwang, MD, PhD
Keimyung University

Dongsan Hospital
Daegu, South Korea

Ger H. Koek, MD, PhD
University Hospital

Masstricht
Maastricht, Netherlands
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Yasuji Komorizono, MD, PhD
Nanpuh Hospital
Kagoshima, Japan

Masayoshi Konishi, MD, PhD
Center for Physical and

Mental Health
Mie, Japan

Marc F. LeMire, BMBS, PhD
Royal Adelaide Hospital
Adelaide, Australia

Masaki Nagaya, MD, PhD
St. Marianna University

School of Medicine
Kawasaki, Japan

Valerio Nobili, MD
Bambino Gesu Pediatric 

Hospital
Rome, Italy

Alessandro Perrella, MD
Regional Center for 

Infectious Disease Hospital
D. Cotugno

Naples, Italy

Yushio Sakai, MD, PhD
Kanazawa University 

Hospital
Kanazawa, Japan

Sanjay Sikka, MBBS, MD
Indraprastha Apollo Hospital
New Delhi, India

Kenneth Simmen, PhD
Tibotec BVBA
Mechelen, Belgium

Kazuyuki Suzuki, MD
Iwate Medical University
Morioka, Japan

Christian Trautwein, MD
University Hospital Aachen
Aachen, Germany

Sombat Treeprasertsuk, MD,
MSC

Chulalongkorn University
Parkred District, Thailand

Adriana Varon, MD
Fundacion Cardio-Infantil
Bogota, Columbia

Themistoklis G. Vasileiadis,
MD

Hippokration Hospital
Thessaloniki, Greece

Julia Wendon, MbChB,
FRCP

Institute of Liver Studies
London, United Kingdom

Junichi Yamanaka, MD
Hyogo College of Medicine
Hyogo, Japan

Applicants for Associate 
Membership
Lara  Bauman, MSN
Rainbow Babies & Children’s

Hospital
Bratenahl, OH

Alana E. Conley, PA-C
Mayo Clinic, Liver 

Transplant Program
Jacksonville, FL

Jeri A. Constantine, BSN,
RN

Roche Laboratories
Palatine, IL

Erica R. DaCosta, PA-C
Metropolitan Liver

Disease/Gastroenterology
Center

Fairfax, VA

Thomas G. de Torres, 
MPAS, PA-C

Carle Clinic Association
Urbana, IL

Nicola Dee, MS
Metropolitan Liver Diseases
Fairfax, VA

Nicholas Enlow, OD
Roche Hepatology
San Francisco, CA

Wendy Evans, CNC
North Coast Area Health

Service
Byron Bay, Australia

Lynn M. Fallon, RN, BSN
CTI Clinical and Consulting
Warminster, PA

Alan Franciscus 
Hepatitis C Support  

Project/HCV Advocate
San Francisco, CA

Colleen Green, PA-C
University of Virginia 

Hospital
Charlottesville, VA

Linda Grinnell-Merrick, 
RN, BSN

University of Rochester
Fairport, NY

Vesna Grubic, RN, MPH
Cedar Sinai Center for 

Liver Diseases and 
Transplantation

Los Angeles, CA

Sarah B. Hubbard, PA-C
Virginia Commonwealth

University Medical Center
Richmond, VA

Brooke Huntley, MA
Walter Reed Army Medical

Center
Arlington, VA

Tiffany E. Kaiser, PharmD
University of Cincinnati

Medical Center
Cincinnati, OH

Stacy L. McLeod, RN, BSN
Medical College of Virginia
Glen Allen, VA

Michael S. McNulty, PA-C
VA Medical Center Tampa
Land O’ Lakes, FL

Grace Moore, MS
Texas Christian University

Harris College of Nursing
Fort Worth, TX

Catherine G. Mullen, 
PA-C, MS

DCRI
Durham, NC

Rhonda Jean Naus, MSPA,
PA-C

Brook Army Medical Center
San Antonio, TX

Juelle Ottley, BS
Walter Reed Army Medical

Center
Bowie, MD

Carol J. Pollock, BSN, MSN
Virginia Comonwealth 

University Medical Center
Richmond, VA

Jacqueline A. Richmond,
RN, PhD

St Vincent’s Hospital
Hawthon East, Australia

Jason P. Smith, PharmD
VA Greater Los Angeles

Healthcare System
Long Beach, CA

Diane S. Varnadore, NP-C
Carolina GI Association
Henderson, NC

Ivan L. Walker, MPAS, PA-C
Roche Labs
Washington, DC

Brian Wells, MS, PA-C
Metropolitan Liver Diseases
Frederick, MD

AASLD
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2. Click on the Junk E-mail Guard
link. 

3. Click on Safe List.

4. Type in or cut and paste the supplied
return email address into the Safe
List box and then click Add. 

Juno/Netzero Subscribers: 

1. From your mailbox screen click on
the Address Book tab. 

2. Next to the Lists tab click the ‘Add
new contact’ link. 

3. Type in or cut and paste the supplied
return email address into the Email
Address block, and then click the
Save button. 

Earthlink Webmail Subscribers: 

1. From your mailbox screen click on
the Address Book.

2. Click the Add button. 

3. Type in or cut and paste the supplied
return email address into the E-mail
block, and then click the Save
button. 

Outlook 2003: 

1. From your inbox select Actions then
select Junk E-mail and click on Junk
E-mail Options Address Book. 

2. Click the Safe Senders tab. 

3. Type in or cut and paste the supplied
return email address into the block
area, and then click the OK button. 

2. Server Level White Listing:

If your email is through an educational
institution and going through a server,
you need to send this information to
your email administrator:

Email Service Provider: Real Magnet
(www.realmagnet.com)

The sending server is either: 
66.70.82.40 OR 64.106.137.140; OR
one of the following: 209.18.70.1
through 209.18.70.254

All of the above IP’s are sub-domains of
magnetmail.net (mail*.magnetmail.net) 

(E-NEWS, from p. 1)

The return path is: 
mmreturn@magnetdev.com 
(66.70.25.24)

If you have a private IP address, please
contact customer support at 301-652-
4025.

Congratulations to the 2006 recipients of the AASLD NP/PA clinical 
hepatology fellowship award, their mentors, and their sponsoring institu-
tions for their commitment to hepatology.

AASLD is funding one of this year’s fellows.  Additional support from
Schering-Plough for three fellows and Roche Laboratories for six fellows is
gratefully acknowledged.

2006 AASLD NP/PA Clinical 
Hepatology Fellowship Recipients 

Recipient Mentor Institution

Elizabeth Lane Alqueza Nezam H. Afdhal Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center

Michael A. Cooper Alvaro G. Koch University of Kentucky

Margaret A. Engelman Robert B. Kirkpatrick The Ohio State University 
Medical Center

Kelly M. Kollman Thomas J. Byrne Mayo Clinic Arizona

Marcia L. Mielke Gregory T. Everson University of Colorado Health
Science Center

Karina Noboa Ira M. Jacobson Weill Cornell Medical Center

Carol J. Pollock Mitchell L. Shiffman Virginia Comonwealth 
University Medical Center

Shemeka S. Rogers K. Rajender Reddy Hospital of the University 
of Pennsylvania

Deborah L. Viher Anna S. F. Lok The Regents of the University
of Michigan

Erin B. Yates John M. Vierling Baylor College of Medicine

Please note, you may not be receiving
AASLD emails because the email we have
on file is not current. If that is the case,
contact us at serviceteam@aasld.org to
update your email address.

www.aasld.org
Visit Us On the Web …
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(PRESIDENT, from p. 1)

submission deadline for abstracts
meeting the special criteria as Late-
Breakers is August 8 [Please see related
article on page 3]. The program plan-
ning committee will meet in July to
assemble what promises to be an out-
standing program.  

I want to draw your attention to
three articles in this issue of the
AASLD News. The first two articles
profile two of this year’s awardees of the
Jan Albrecht Clinical Research Award
in Liver Disease [page 3] and the Sheila
Sherlock Clinical and Translational
Research Award [page 4]. As you know,
these career development awards are
made possible by the generous support
of Schering-Plough and Roche Pharma-
ceuticals, respectively. The third article
highlights this year’s recipients of the
AASLD NP/PA Fellowship Award 
[page 9].

All of us owe a debt of gratitude for
the extraordinary efforts of Dr. Andres
Blei and his dedicated Associate Editors
as they conclude their five-year term 
as Editors of HEPATOLOGY. As Editor,
Andy Blei has provided visionary 
leadership and increased the prestige 
of HEPATOLOGY.  HEPATOLOGY‘s new
Editor, Dr. Keith Lindor, and his edito-
rial team will begin reviewing new man-
uscripts on July 1, 2006, in preparation
for publication of their first issue in 
January 2007. Keith Lindor will con-
tinue the tradition of building upon the
success of previous Editors by inaugu-
rating innovations designed to enhance
HEPATOLOGY. 

The Governing Board and I are
pleased to report that AASLD is in 
fine financial health. At our Board
meeting during DDW, the independent
auditors reported that AASLD’s 2005
finances were in excellent order.  In
2006 we have continued our policies 
of investment to increase our assets 
and executing a budget linked to our
mission and strategic plan that includes
publication of our two premier journals,
single topic conferences produced by
AASLD alone or in collaboration with
the European Association for the Study
of the Liver, our comprehensive annual

and DDW meetings, increased funding
of Liver Scholar Awards to promote the
career development of junior faculty,
Advanced Hepatology Fellowships, the
AASLD NP/PA Fellowship, and a more
proactive agenda for public policy and
clinical policy.

vides ready access to a wide variety of
content for not only our members, but
for anyone seeking educational informa-
tion, such as the content of our annual
scientific meeting, our state-of-the art
lectures, postgraduate course, or practice
guidelines. 

The Governing Board made three
other notable decisions during DDW.
The first was to transform our current
training and workforce committee into 
a broader clinical affairs committee. 
This committee, under the continued
leadership of Dr. Don Rockey, will be
expanded in membership to provide 
the expertise required for AASLD to
become fully involved in the Carrier
Advisory Committee, AMA, CMS Pay
for Performance, and the clinical prac-
tice committee of the Group of 8. The
second will require that AASLD Prac-
tice Guidelines more that 5 years old be
rewritten and that all other existing
guidelines be reviewed annually and
updated as warranted.  Third, AASLD
members will be asked to vote on bylaw
changes recommended to the Governing
Board by the ethics committee in the fall
election. The requested change involves
explicit language prohibiting employ-
ment of committee chairs, voting com-
mittee members, or members of the 
Governing Board by pharmaceutical or
biotech industries at the time of their
appointments or during the terms of
service.  The specifics of wording of the
proposed changes will be circulated with
the September ballot prior to our annual
meeting. 

Finally, I am pleased to announce
that our former president, Dr. Bruce
Bacon, was appointed as the liver 
representative to the newly constituted
National Digestive Disease Commission.
The first meeting of the NDDC, to be
held at the NIH on June 12, will high-
light the details of the highly regarded
NIH Research action plan for Liver 
Disease. The many members of AASLD
that contributed to the creation of this
action plan should be encouraged by the
fact that it has been widely embraced
within the NIH and is likely to serve as
the model for identifying research priori-
ties in other areas of digestive disease. 

The Governing Board recently made
an historic decision to purchase com-
mercial real estate space for our central
office, rather than relocate the office
into leased space in a different building.
During the past eight years, AASLD has
leased space for the central office in the
same building in Alexandria, Virginia,
which no longer can accommodate our
needs. Thus, we executed a letter of
intent to purchase a 22,500 square foot
floor in an office condominium over-
looking the Potomac River in Alexan-
dria. This purchase will permit the
planned growth of AASLD’s services
and programs to members for the fore-
seeable future. We anticipate that staff
will move into the new facility in 
February 2007.

In another momentous decision, 
the Governing Board unanimously
approved funding to upgrade
AASLD.org to become a state-of-the-
art Web site for the international com-
munity interested in the science and
practice of hepatology and liver trans-
plantation. We envision a rich visual,
easily navigated environment that pro-
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University of Minnesota, 70th
Annual Surgery Course
Advances in Hepatic, Biliary, 

and Pancreatic Surgery will be held 
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota June 14–17, 2006.
Further information:
http://www.cme.umn.edu.

NIDDK presents Measurement of
Hepatic Vein Pressure Gradient: 
Role in Management of Portal 
Hypertension at the Bethesda North
Marriott Hotel and Conference 
Center in Bethesda, Maryland 
June 16–17, 2006.
Further information:
http://www.niddk.nih.gov/fund/other/
portalhyper/index.htm.

The EASL-AASLD Monothematic
Conference Genetics in Liver 
Diseases will be held June 23–24 2006,
in Modena, Italy. 
Further information:
http://www.easl-aasld-monothematic
2006.org/.

The 11th International Meeting of 
the GEMHEP, Assessment of liver 
disease severity in chronic viral 
hepatitis, will be held in Paris, France,
on Friday, June 30, 2006. 
Further information: 
http://www.b-c-a.fr/uk/frames.php?
URL=manifs.php&ID=189.

The 28th Annual Aspen Conference
on Pediatric Disease Pediatric 
Hepatology and Liver Transplantation
will be held July 16–21, 2006, in 
Aspen, Colorado. 
Further information:
Contact Laura Werts, Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital Medical Center,
3333 Burnet Avenue, Continuing 
Medical Education, ML 3003, 
Cincinnati, OH  45229-3039, 
Phone: (513) 636-1826, 
Fax: (513) 636-7574.

Future Meetings of Related Societies
The 13th International Symposium 
on HCV and Related Viruses will be
held at the Cairns Convention Centre
in Queensland, Australia August
27–September 1, 2006.
Further information:
http://www.icms.com.au/hepatitis2006.

The 24th Biannual IASL Meeting
will be held in cooperation with the
African Association for the Study 
of Liver Diseases September 7–11,
2006, in Cairo, Egypt.
Further information:
http://www.iasl2006.org.

The 17th Annual Gastrointestinal
Surgical Pathology Course: 
Endoscopic Biopsies of the GI Tract
will be held September 11–12, 2006, 
at the Lister Hill Auditorium, National
Library of Medicine, Bethesda, 
Maryland.
Further information:
http://www.afip.org/Departments/edu/
upcoming.htm.

The 27th Annual Course
Hepatopathology 2006: The 
Interpretation of Liver Biopsies will 
be held September 13–15, 2006, at 
the Lister Hill Auditorium, National
Library of Medicine, Bethesda, 
Maryland.
Further information:
http://www.afip.org/Departments/edu/
upcoming.htm.

Prague Hepatology Meeting 2006
will be held in Prague, Czech Republic
September 14–16, 2006.
Further information: 
http:/www.czech-hepatology.cz/
phm2006.

The 4th Annual New Advances 
& Controversies in Solid Organ Trans-
plantation will be held September
29–30, 2006, at the Coronado Island
Marriott in San Diego, California.
Further information:
http://www.scrippsclinic.com/
Education/ContinuingEducation.cfm.

The American Society of Transplanta-
tion will present Study Design and
End-Points, a conference focusing 
on best practices in clinical trials, 
September 29–30, 2006, at the Sofitel
Hotel in Rosemont, Illinois. 
Further information: 
http://www.a-s-t.org/meeting/clinical_
trials/index.htm

The 4th Annual World Congress on
The Insulin Resistance Syndrome
Insulin Resistance From Bench to
Bedside & The Cardiovascular 
Connection will be held October 5–7,
2006, at the Aladdin Hotel in 
Las Vegas, Nevada.
Further information: 
http://www.insulinresistance.us.

The EASL Monothematic Conference
Clinical Immunology in Viral Hepatitis
will be held October 7–8, 2006, in
London, England.
Further information: 
Contact bookings@nexusgroup.co.uk.

Coagulopathy in Liver Disease: 
Navigating the Cascade will be held 
at the Omni Hotel, October 9–10,
2006, in Charlottesville, Virginia.
Further information: 
http://www.coagulationinliverdisease.
org.

The 16th Annual Irwin M. Arias,
MD, Symposium Bridging Basic 
Science and Liver Disease will be 
held October 27, 2006, in Boston,
Massachusetts.
Further information: 
http://www.liverfoundation-ne.org

To add your meeting to this list in
an upcoming issue of NEWS, 
please email your information to
lprice@aasld.org.
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EASL/AASLD 
Monothematic Conference 
Genetics in Liver Disease
June 23-26, 2006 
Modena, Italy

Clinical Research STC
Alcoholic and Non-Alcoholic
Steatohepatitis
September 7-9, 2006
Atlanta, GA

Transplant Certificate of 
Added Qualification (CAQ)
Review Course
September 16-17, 2006
Chicago, IL

The Liver Meeting®

57th Annual AASLD 
Annual Meeting
October 27-31, 2006
Boston, MA

NIDDK Director Vacancy
Deadline July 31, 2006
The National Institutes of
Health (NIH) is seeking
exceptional candidates for the
position of Director, National
Institute of Diabetes and
Digestive and Kidney Diseases
(NIDDK). Applicants must
possess an MD or PhD, or
comparable doctorate degree
in the health sciences field
plus senior-level scientific
experience and outstanding
scientific knowledge of
research programs in one or
more scientific areas related
to diabetes, digestive diseases,
and kidney diseases.

For Annual Meeting informa-
tion, please 
contact:

Pam Ballinger
C/O Association 
Headquarters
856-439-0500

For all other meetings,
please contact the 
AASLD central office: 
703-299-9766.
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AASLD sincerely thanks
the following entities for
their generous support of

the Association and its activi-
ties:

• Alpha-1 Foundation
• Alton Ochsner Medical

Foundation
• Amgen, Inc.
• Astellas Pharma US, Inc.
• Axcan Pharma
• Bayer Diagnostics
• Bristol-Myers Squibb 

Company

• Novo Nordisk
• Odyssey Pharmaceuticals 
• Ortho Biotech
• Protein Design Labs
• Roche Laboratories
• Salix Pharmaceuticals
• Sangstat Medical Corporation
• Schering-Plough
• TissueLink Medical
• Valeant Pharmaceuticals
• Vertex
• Wako Diagnostics
• Wyeth Ayerst 

Pharmaceuticals

• Eli Lilly and Company
• Gilead Sciences, Inc.
• GlaxoSmithKline
• Henry M. & Lillian

Stratton Estate
• Howard M. Plant 

Foundation
• Idenix
• InterMune
• McKee Foods Corporation
• Nabi
• National Genetics Institute
• Novartis Pharmaceuticals

Corporation

2006 Governing Board

PRESIDENT 
John M. Vierling, MD, FACP 

Houston, TX    

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Gregory J. Gores, MD 

Rochester, MN 

SECRETARY 
Guadalupe Garcia-Tsao, MD 

New Haven, CT 

TREASURER
Vinod K. Rustgi, MD 

Fairfax, VA  

COUNCILORS 
Arthur J. McCullough, MD 

Cleveland, OH 

Scott L. Friedman, MD
New York, NY  

Arun J. Sanyal, MD
Richmond, VA  

COUNCILORS-AT-LARGE 
Andrew S. Klein, MD, MBA 

Los Angeles, CA  

Laurie D. DeLeve, MD, PhD 
Los Angeles, CA 

Gary L. Davis, MD
Dallas, TX

AASLD Central Office
1729 King Street, Suite 200

Alexandria, VA 22314
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www.aasld.org

Sherrie H. Cathcart, CAE
Executive Director

Lynn Price
Editor

Gregory Bologna, CAE
Managing Editor

AASLD News is published six times a year
and is an exclusive benefit of membership.
The material published in each issue is pro-
vided to inform readers about the Associa-
tion’s activities. Please send comments to
aasld@aasld.org. 


