
C O M M I T T E E  A C T I V I T I E S
Annual Meeting 
Education Committee: 
CHAIR Mazen Noureddin, 		
MD, MHSc, FAASLD
o	Delivered the Hepatology for 

Gastroenterology Update at 
DDW 2026 

o	Created the General 
Hepatology Update for 	
TLM 2026

 

Basic Research 
Committee: 
CHAIR Samar H. Ibrahim, 	
MBCHB, FAASLD
o	Delivered Basic Science ETC 

at DDW 2026 (195 registrants: 
record attendance) 

o	Created the Basic Science 
Symposium and Basic 
Science Workshop for 	
TLM 2026 

o	Started planning and 
proposal collection for Basic 
Science ETC at DDW 2027

Clinical Research 
Committee: 
CHAIR Adnan Said, MD, MS, 
FAASLD
o	Created the Clinical Research 

Workshop for TLM 2026
o	Created additional sessions 

for TLM, including Meet-the-
Expert and lecture sessions

 
CME 
Committee: 

CHAIR Uchenna Agbim, MD
o	Reviewed and commented on 

evaluation results from three 
different types of activities 

o	Approved six partnership 
agreements with other 
companies 

o	Developing a process 
for conflict-of-interest 
mitigation for speakers 		
at TLM 2026

Communications 
& Technology 
Committee: 
CHAIR Emily A. Schonfeld, MD
o	Collaborated with Clinical 

Informatics and Digital Health 
SIG for DDW 2026 session 
focused on AI applications 	
in clinical practice 

o	Partnered with Clinical 
Informatics and Digital 
Health SIG to develop TLM 
2026 educational session

Acute on Chronic Liver 
Failure SIG: 
CHAIR Christina C. 
Lindenmeyer, MD
o	Collaborating with Portal 

Hypertension SIG on the 
2027 Spring ETC 

o	Developed two SIG sessions 
and two MTE sessions for 
TLM 2026

o	Produced the first ACLF 
“Mini-Bites” podcast episode

Alcohol-associated 
Liver Disease SIG: 
CHAIR Gene Im, MD, FAASLD
o	Developed a joint session on 

transforming care for ALD at 
TLM 2026 with Public Health/
Health Care Delivery SIG

o	Developed a joint session 
focused on enhancing 
equity within ALD at TLM 
2026 with the Inclusion & 
Diversity Committee

Cholestatic and 
Autoimmune Liver 
Diseases SIG: 
CHAIR Craig Lammert, MD
o	Developed the                       

2026 Spring ETC and 
LiverLearning® On-Demand 
resource: “Unified Frontiers 
in Liver Disease - Treating 
Steatosis, Cholestasis & 
Beyond” with the MASLD SIG

o	Created 2026 TLM session 
with the Liver Fibrosis and 
Cirrhosis SIG: “More Than 
Fibrosis: The Biology and 
Prognostic Power of Liver 
Stiffness”

Distinguished Awards 
Committee: 
CHAIR Saul J. Karpen, 		
MD, PhD, FAASLD
o	Reviewed over 70 

applications for 
Distinguished Awards with 
Governing Board approving 
final award selections

o	Implemented new criteria 
for award descriptions

o	Managing process for new 
Impact Award applications 
for review in late summer

Ethics 
Committee: 

CHAIR Andrew I. Aronsohn, 		
MD, FAASLD
o	Evaluated conflict-of-

interest disclosures for 
leadership nominees for 
2027 AASLD Governing Board 

o	Conducting review of 
AASLD’s conflict-of-
interest policy to support 
greater efficiency in the 
governance process

Finance Committee: 
CHAIR Naudia L. Jonassaint, 		
MD, MHS, MBA, FAASLD
o	Developed, refined, and 

secured Board approval of 
FY2027 budgets for both 
AASLD and the Foundation

o	Approved a refined portfolio 
design segmenting assets 
into operating, intermediate, 
and long-term pools to 
better align liquidity, risk, 
and return objectives

o	Completed a comprehensive 
RFP process and 
recommended Northern 
Trust as AASLD’s investment 
advisor which has resulted 
in improved fiduciary 
capabilities and significant 
savings in annual fees

Fundamentals of 
Liver Disease (FOLD) 
Committee: 
CHAIR Vincent Chen, MD, MS
o	Updated and launched the 

FOLD MASLD module 
o	Working on reviews and 

updates to the following 
FOLD modules, aiming to 
have new releases by TLM 
2026: HCV, Cirrhosis, ALD, 
and LFTs

Global Outreach  
& Engagement 
(GOE) 
Committee: 
CHAIR Joseph Ahn, 	
MD, MS, MBA, FAASLD
o	Launched four global 

programs with SASLT, TASL, 
and APASL to date. 

o	Developed tailored sessions 
for Young Investigators in 
the Asia-Pacific and Latin 
American regions

Hepatology Associates 
Committee: 
CHAIR Scott Springer, 		
PA-C, MPAS
o	Managing funding 

and selection criteria 
development for Cindy Cohen 
Memorial Travel Award  

o	Working on ELAPP applicant 
reviews and selections

Inclusion & Diversity 
Committee: 
CHAIR Saikiran Kilaru, MD
o	Organized the Diversity 

Symposium at DDW 2026 
in collaboration with other 
societies

o	Collaborating on session with 
the ALD SIG for the Diversity 
Symposium at TLM 2026

o	Contributed to ELS 
application reviews

LGBTQ+ Subcommittee: 
CHAIR Howard Lee, MD
o	Organized successful 

programming in 
collaboration with the 
Inclusion & Diversity 
Committee at DDW 2026 

o	Developed multiple sessions 
with the Inclusion & Diversity 
Committee, Women’s 
Initiative Committee, HBV, 
and HCV SIG for TLM 2026 

o	Planned Pride webinar for 
Pride Month in June 

o	Developing an LGBTQ+ 
inclusive hepatology care 
learning module

Individual Fundraising 
Committee: 
CHAIR Cynthia A. Moylan, MD, 
MHS, FAASLD
o	Completed most successful 

Leadership Giving Challenge 
(LGC) in AASLD history: 26 
teams at 100% participation, 
80% overall leader 
participation, and 100% of 
AASLD staff donated

o	Facilitated fundraising to 
support four new travel 
awards for 2026: Shiv 
Kumar Sarin Merit Award 
(two awards), Shreya “Mou” 
Sengupta Memorial Travel 
Award, and Cindy Cohen 
Memorial APP Travel Award

Industry Advancement 
Committee: 
CHAIR Paul Yien Kwo, 	
MD, FAASLD
o	Liver Leaders Council - 	

12 members: AstraZeneca, 
Boehringer Ingelheim, 
Ipsen, Gilead, GSK, 
Keenova, Madrigal, Mirum, 
NovoNordisk, Regeneron, 
Salix, and Takeda

o	Delivered DDW 2026 session 
during Liver Leaders 
Council Summit focused on 
accelerating clinical value 
through AI-driven innovation

Maintenance 
of Certification 
Committee: 

CHAIR Ayman A. Koteish, 	
MD, FAASLD
o	Assisted with planning of the 

2026 Board Review Course 
o	Planned an MOC Board 

Review Activity as a 
HepExchange session 		
for TLM 2026

Membership 
and Mentorship 
Committee: 
CHAIR Neil Shah, MD
o	Initiation of the Emerging 

Liver Scholars Alumni 
Program, a program 
geared towards trainees 
in fellowship to provide 
mentorship to younger 
trainees and create 
a network for future 
hepatologists

Nominating 
Committee: 
CHAIR Grace L. Su, MD, FAASLD
o	Reviewed over 40 

leadership nominations to 
the Governing Board and 
finalized the slate for the 
September Election ballot, 
including Councilor-at-
Large, Ethics Committee 
Chair, and Nominating 
Committee positions

Online Learning 
Committee: 
CHAIR Renumathy Dhanasekaran, 
MD, PhD
o	Confirmed eight courses for 

accreditation 
o	Reviewed the online course 

listing for needs assessment 
o	Contributed to the strategy 

for AASLD’s new digital 
programming, “Grand 
Rounds,” which is coming 		
in Fall 2026

Patient 
Advisory 
Group: 

CHAIR Michael R. Lucey, 	
MD, FAASLD
o	Created 11 sessions for the 

TLM 2026 patient program, 
including new sessions on 
the use of GLPs and drug-
induced liver injury

o	Developed first-ever patient-
directed session for DDW 2026

Practice Guidelines 
Committee: 
CHAIR Cynthia Levy, MD, FAASLD
o	Presented first AASLD EXPO 

[Expert Practice Opinion] – 
Liver Biopsy

o	Presented joint AASLD-AGA 
guideline on Treatment of PBC

o	Concluded series of 
five Guidelines on Liver 
Transplantation

Practice Metrics 
Committee: 
CHAIR Hersh Shroff, MD, MPA
o	Completed Delphi panel for 

Chronic Liver Disease and 
Portal Hypertension Quality 
metrics, actively writing 
manuscript

o	Continuing to develop and 
expand Digital Practice 
Toolkit for AASLD website

Public Policy 
Committee: 
CHAIR Julius M. Wilder, 	
MD, PhD, FAASLD
o	Held over 50 

virtual Hill Day 
meetings and 
signed onto 
18 coalition 
letters to 
advance advocacy priorities 
and defend NIH funding

o	Designed new community 
conversation for TLM 2026 
focused on public policy  

o	Developed response to 
changes to vaccine schedule, 
alcohol consumption 
guidance, and other areas 		
of concern to membership

Research Awards 
Committee: 
CHAIR Richard K. Sterling, MD, 
MSc, FAASLD
o	Reviewed and made 

recommendation of over $2M 
in funding for 2026 Awards 

o	Planning underway for launch 
of new Stravitz Visionary 
Award

Scientific Program 
Committee: 
CHAIR Saul J. Karpen, 		
MD, PhD, FAASLD
o	Reviewed 149 session 

proposals for TLM 2026,  
approving 139 proposals 
including sending speaker 
invitations

o	NEW at TLM: Approved 15 
Hep Exchange Sessions as 
part of advancing Science-
in-the-park programming

Surgery & Liver 
Transplantation 
Committee: 
CHAIR Ramesh Batra, 		
MD, MA, FRCS
o	Worked with The International 

Liver Transplantation Society 
(ILTS) to create a five-part 
course (AASLD/ILTS) for 
TLM 2026

Training and 
Workforce Committee: 
CHAIR Alexander Kuo, 	
MD, FAASLD
o	Updated the Board Review 

Course, launching in 	
June 2026 

o	Delivered two Academic 
Debates and one Mock 
Transplant Selection Board 
sessions at DDW 2026 

o	Created the following 
programs for TLM: career 
development workshop, 
program directors’ workshop, 
Academic Debate and Stump 
the Hepatologist

Women’s Initiative 
Committee: 
CHAIR Tatyana Kushner,  
MD, MSCE
o	Successfully executed 

Management and Medication 
Considerations for Chronic 
Liver Diseases in Women 
Across the Reproductive 
Lifespan session at DDW 2026

o	Developed several sessions 
for TLM 2026, including a 
dedicated session on AASLD 
Women Presidents: Pathways 
to Leadership, Lessons 
Learned, and Advice for the 
Next Generation

o	Completed a three-part 
webinar series on 		
Lessons Beyond Medicine: 
Curating your Career

Clinical Informatics 
and Digital Health SIG: 
CHAIR Oren K. Fix, 		
MD, MSc, FAASLD
o	Presented a joint session 

with the Communications 
and Technology Committee 
on Provider and Patient 
Perspectives of AI 
Applications at DDW 2026

o	Approved for seven programs 
at TLM 2026, including joint 
sessions with the Clinical 
Research Committee, 
Training and Workforce 
Committee, Communications 
and Technology Committee, 
and the Public Health/Health 
Care Delivery SIG

Clinical Practice SIG: 
CHAIR Silvia Vilarinho, MD, 
PhD, FAASLD
o	Created two Meet-the-Expert 

sessions for TLM 2026, 
focused on women’s health 
and liver disease and the 
genetic blueprint of MASLD

o	Developed one SIG 
session, two community 
conversations, and an 
obesity medicine course in 
collaboration with MASLD 
SIG for TLM 2026

Hepatitis B/Delta SIG: 
CHAIR Robert G. Gish, 	
MD, FAASLD
o	Led communications 	

to highlight Viral Hepatitis 
Awareness Month in 
newsletters and on 	
AASLD SIGnal

o	Developed three webinars 	
for LiverLearning®

o	Facilitated SIGnal 
communications around 
hepatitis B/Delta, leading the 
SIGs in platform usage

Hepatitis C (HCV) SIG: 
CHAIR Ponni V. Perumalswami, 
MD, FAASLD
o	Developed a 

webinar on 
Hepatitis C 
Elimination 
for September 
in collaboration with IDSA, 
ESGVH, and INHSU

o	Collaborated with HBV 
SIG, WIE, and LGBTQ+ 
subcommittee to develop a 
two-part symposium for TLM 
with a focus on closing gaps in 
hepatitis prevention and care

Hepatology 
Associates SIG: 
CHAIR Dawn Drazek, MSN, 
CRNP, AGPCNP-BC, AF-AASLD
o	Presented two sessions at 

DDW in collaboration with 
the Hepatology Associates 
Committee

o	Developed two Meet-the-
Expert sessions, one SIG 
session, and one community 
conversation in partnership 
with Public Policy Committee 
for TLM 2026

Hepatotoxicity SIG: 
CHAIR James Luyendyk, PhD
o	Hosted five SIG seminars for 

LiverLearning® On-Demand 
content to date in 2026

o	Planned one SIG session, 
two Meet-the-Expert 
sessions, one community 
conversation, and the 
returning popular workshop 
“Wait! Wait! Don’t DILI” 		
for TLM 2026

Liver Cancer SIG: 
CHAIR Anjana A. Pillai, 	
MD, FAASLD
o	Delivered DDW 2026 session 

focused on transplant 
oncology

o	Developed a two-part 
symposium on the 
MASLD-HCC continuum 
in collaboration with the 
MASLD SIG

Liver Cell Biology SIG: 
CHAIR Kari Nejak-Bowen, 	
MBA, PhD, FAASLD
o	Developed a 90-minute 

SIG session, a community 
conversation, and two MTE 
sessions for TLM 2026

o	Partnered with the American 
Society for Investigative 
Pathology to promote the 
Summer Liver Academy 
Meeting (SLAM) held in 
June 2026

Liver Fibrosis & 
Cirrhosis SIG: 
CHAIR Meena Bansal, 	
MD, FAASLD
o	Produced a DDW 2026 

session exploring inpatient 
approaches to cirrhosis-
related complications

o	Created two community 
conversations and two 
meet-the-expert sessions 
for TLM 2026

o	Developed a two-part 
symposium with CALD SIG 
focused on mechanical 
signaling in liver disease 
and cancer, and liver 
stiffness in autoimmune and 
cholestatic LD

Liver Transplantation 
and Surgery SIG: 
CHAIR Allison Kwong, MD
o	Produced a DDW 2026 

session on peri-operative 
risk assessment 

o	Planned a 
90-minute 
program, a 
community 
conversation, and two MTE 
sessions for TLM 2026 

o	Developed a joint symposium 
with AST LICOP for TLM 2026

Metabolic Dysfunction-
associated Steatotic 
Liver Disease SIG: 
CHAIR Alina M. Allen, MD
o	Developed the 2026 Spring 

ETC and LiverLearning® 
On-Demand resource: 
“Unified Frontiers in Liver 
Disease - Treating Steatosis, 
Cholestasis & Beyond” with 
the CALD SIG

o	Developed a joint program 
with ALD SIG during DDW 2026 

o	Designed Obesity Medicine 
Course with the Clinical 
Practice SIG for TLM 2026

Pediatric Liver 
Disorders SIG: 
CHAIR Samar H. Ibrahim, 
MBCHB, FAASLD
o	Developed webinars focused 

on hepatic encephalopathy 
in children with liver disease

o	Devised joint session with 
Portal Hypertension SIG on 
personalized management of 
portal hypertension across 
the lifespan

o	Advocated for universal 
direct/conjugated bilirubin 
screening in newborns

Portal 
Hypertension SIG: 
CHAIR Virginia Hernandez-Gea, 
MD, PhD, FAASLD
o	Developed webinars 

on TIPS and cirrhosis 
recompensation 

o	Planned a session on SBP 
prophylaxis and collaborated 
with the Pediatric SIG on a 
session for TLM 2026

o	Contributed to 
a multi-society 
nomenclature 
consensus on 
PSVD

Public Health/Health 
Care Delivery SIG: 
CHAIR Arpan Arun Patel, 	
MD, PhD
o	Created two LiverLearning® 

modules, focused on 
telemedicine and quality 
improvement in hepatology 

o	Collaborated with ALD SIG to 
create two-part symposium 
for TLM 2026

o	Developed a community 
conversation focused on use 
of AI tools in clinical care 
with the Clinical Informatics 
and Digital Health SIG

S I G  A C T I V I T I E S
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